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PREFACE. 



It was under a strong and growing con- 
viction of the value and importance of 
the Liturgy of the Church of England, as 
admitted by the concurrent testimony of 
Christians of various denominations, both 
at home and abroad, that I was led, 
some years since, to deliver a series of 
afternoon discourses, on the book of Com- 
mon Prayer. 

The Ten Discourses now published, 
formed a portion of the above series ; and 
I have restricted the publication to this 
section of the Prayer Book,* partly be- 

* The importance of this division of the Prayer 
Book will be placed in its true lights when it is stated 
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cause I find it impracticable, under the 
pressure of other and very important du- 
ties, to undertake a careful revision of the 
whole series, and partly because I have 
long entertained the opinion that, as con- 
taining a most affecting exhibition of the 
nature and character of the Lord's Sup- 
per, the Communion Office of the Church 
of England is the best form of preparation 
for this holy Sacrament, and that, as a 
manual of devotion, it is the best compa- 
nion and guide to the holy Table.* Its 
value, in the latter point of view, will be 
better understood, when it is considered 
that the Collects, Epistles, and Gospels, 
which form an important part of the whole 
office, furnish suitable meditations and 
prayers for all the various solemnities of 
the Christian year. 

that, among the eariy Christians, the term * Liturgy' 
was always appropriated to the office of the Holy 
Communion. —See Palmer*s ' Origines Liturgicae.' 

* See the first extract from Kettlewell, in the Ap- 
pendix, pages 358^365. 
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Ixki die Creeds and the Articles of 
our Churoh, we possess perpetual and 
impregnable bulwarks against ' all folae 
doctriney heresy, and schisoL' But, after 
all, it is in the encouragement and as- 
sistance which she affords to all the 
exercises of true devotion, that the Church 
of England stands forth, most pre-emi- 
nently, to claim the regard and attach- 
ment of her children. Let her be tried, 
therefore, by that test which must be ad- 
mitted to be the fairest and the least fal- 
lacious, viz. by the manner in which she 
worships Qod. And let it be the earnest 
prayer c^ her children, that they may be 
enabled, through divine grace, to transfuse 
the spirit and substance of her Liturgy 
into their hearts and lives. 

The book of Common Prayer consists of 
general services, adapted to the whole 
course of the Christian year, and of spe- 
cial separate offices, which may be re- 
garded as the Christian's guide, through 
all the various changes, and amidst all 
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the various relations, of his earthly pil- 
grimage. And as that portion of the 
Communion office which belongs, in strict»- 
ness, to the actual administration of the 
Lord's Supper in the Church, together 
with the whole of the office for the Com- 
munion of the Sick, may be classed with 
the latter of those two divisions, I may be 
permitted to close these few introductory 
remarks, with the following just and 
beautiful description, from the pen of a 
living writer,* of the offices of the Church 
of England. 

' Observe the holy assiduity with which, 
as a tender mother, she follows us through 
every step of our earthly pilgrimage, and 
watches over our wants, and dangers, and 
interests. No sooner is our child brought 
into a world of sin, danger, and sorrow, than 
she takes him from our hands, and'^re- 
sents him, by a most touching and tender 
service, to the care of the great Shepherd. 

* The Rev. I. W. Cunningham, Vicar of Har- 
row. 
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After a short interval, as he rises to years 
of thought and intelligence, she comes 
again, and calls him to go up to the bouse 
of the Lord, and there to consecrate him- 
self, by a most solemn ordinance, to the 
Lord, as his soldier and servant. She 
next invites him, when weary and heavy 
laden with the burden of unpardoned sin, 
to the table where the Saviour him- 
self presides, and where he distributes, 
with bis own hands, the riches of pardon 
and grace. Nor does she leave him 
here, but follows him into all the scenes 
of domestic life. She it is who ties 
the knot of his family joys. She ac- 
companies him to the sick bed, and ad- 
ministers to him, as he lies there, the sweet- 
est consolation. She passes, with him, 
into the valley of death, cheers him with 
the most delightful promises, and displays 
to him the glories of the invisible world. 
^ And when at length his remains are con- 
signed to the cold earth, she stands as 
chief mourner at his grave; she discharges 
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for him the office which he dan no longer 
discharge for himself; she makes the dead 
the teacher of the living ; and leads other 
sons to glory, by presenting to them a 
glowing and hallowed picture of the joys 
of him who has fallen asleep in the Lord : 
^' I heard a voice from heaven, saying. 
Write, blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord." ' 

I have subjoined, in an Appendix, ex* 
tracts from various works on the subject 
of the holy Communion, making such al- 
terations in the passages so selected, as 
might render them better adapted for 
the use of communicants. The extracts 
in the first part of the Appendix, relate to 
particular portions of the ofiice. In the 
second part, I have introduced extracts 
from Kettlewell's * Help and Exhortation 
to Worthy Communicating,' consisting of a 
passage serving to illustrate, generally, 
the scope of the whole office, and of two 
forms of prayer, to be used before and 
after the administration of the Lord's 
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Supper. And I earnestly commend 
these two prayers, together with the more 
particular exercises of devotion contained 
in the first part of the Appendix, to the 
attention of all who come to ' feed on the 
banquet of that most heavenly food/ 

Brigbton> June 1836. 
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' Si mi conjectara non £dlit, totias refonnttionis part into- 
gerrima est in Anglift ; vM, oum stadio veiitatis, rig^ ttadium 
antiquitads/ — Casaaboa. 

« For the Church of England, I am persuaded that the con- 
stant doctrine of it is so pure and orthodox, that whoeoerer 
believes it, and lives according to it, undoubtedly be sball be 
saved ; and that there is no error in it, which may warrant any 
man to disturb the peace, or renounce tbe communion of it*' 
— Chilling^orth . 

* I cannot doubt that, in the fulness of time, tbe Prayer 
Book will be accounted the richest treasure, next to the 
canonical Scriptures, in tbe Cbristian church.'— Alexander 
Knox. 

' I reverence the Liturgy next to the Bible/ — Adam Clarke. 

< The evangelical purity of its sentiments, the cbastised 
fervour of its devotion, and tbe majestic simplicity of its lan- 
guage, have combined to place it in the very first rank of un- 
inspired compositions.' — Robert Hall. 



' The English Prayer Book was not composed in a few 
jears, or by a few men : it has descended to us with the im- 
provements and the approbations of many centuries ; and they 
who truly feel the calm and sublime elevation of our hymns and 
prayers, participate in the spirit of primitive devotion. The 
great majority of our formularies are actually translated from 
Latin and Greek rituals, which have been used for at least 
fourteen or fifteen hundred years in the Christian church ; and 
there is scarcely a portion of our Prayer Book which cannot in 
some way be traced to ancient offices.' — Preface to Palmer's 
' Origines Liturgicac.' 

' It is one of the peculiar excellencies of the theology of the 
Church of England, that it reflects all that is orthodox in prin- 
ciple, and devout in sentiment, in the writings of the Fathers, 
without their passion for allegory, and their defective mode of 
explaining Scripture. But what words can describe the full 
value of her incomparable Liturgy, so admirably adapted to ex- 
press * the sighing of a contrite heart, and the desire of such 
as be sorrowful,' or the joyous emotions of those who experi- 
mentally know that God * pardoneth and absolveth all them 
that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel' ? 
Let every thing that is practicable be done to adapt the 
Church more perfectly to the present state and wants of 
society ; and, above all, let the spirit of primitive piety and 
zeal be diffused among her functionaries, in every district of the 
land ; but " destroy her not, for a blessing is in her." ' — 
Thomas Jackson. Speech at the Wesleyan Conference in 
August 1834. 
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THE lord's PRAYER-^TBE COLLECT FOR PURITY — 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 
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1 John v. part of 3rd verse. 

THIS IS THE LOVE OF GOD, THAT WE KEEP HIS 

COMMANDMENTS. 

It is the desire of the Church of Eng- 
land/ that the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper should be publicly administered on 
every ^ Sunday and other holy-day' through- 
out the year. But when there is no com- 
munion, she appoints a portion of the ser- 
vice, being a portion which does not ne- 
cessarily imply the actual administration 
of the Lord's Supper, to be said at the 

^ See the first and fourth Rubrics at the end of the 
Communion Office. 

b2 
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Lord's table. In so doing, the Church 
keeps, as it were, her own ground, while 
she visibly reminds her members of that 
which she earnestly desires ; viz. their 
more frequent attendance at that holy 
table. 

This introductory part of the Commu- 
nion Office, which has been sometimes 
termed ' the second service,' may be re- 
garded as a more general preparation 
for the holy Communion. It extends to 
the end of the second exhortation to the 
Lord's Supper ; and, by a devout medita- 
tion on this preliminary service, we shall be 
better prepared to enter into the spirit of 
the remaining portions of the office, viz. 
the more immediate and special pre- 
paration ; the consecration and admi- 

NISTRATION OF THE ELEMENTS; and the 

POST - COMMUNION, or, the prayers and 
thanksgivings to be offered up, after the 
elements have been received.* 

* See Shepherd on the Book of Common Prayer, 
vol. ii. pp. 169, 170. 
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The more general preparation com- 
mences with tbe Lord's prayer, the col- 
lect FOR PURITY, and the ten command- 
ments ; and in selecting the above portion 
of the service as the subject of my first 
lecture, I fervently pray that He, ' unto 
whom all hearts be open and all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid,' 
may vouchsafe so to * write these laws in 
our hearts,' that we may * perfectly love 
him, and worthily magnify his holy name ; 
through Christ our Lord.' 

The office opens with the Lord's 
PRAYER, which the primitive church always 
used at the celebration of the Eucharist. 
He who instituted this holy ordinance, was 
the author of this divine prayer ; and it 
will readily be acknowledged, that the 
most suitable introduction to the supper of 
the Lord, must be the prayer which the 
Lord himself has taught us. Many of the 
fathers of the early church considered the 
petition, " Give us this day our daily 
bread," as referring very emphatically to 
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that spiritual food, of which, in their days, 
Christians were invited to receive daily* 
at the Lord's table. And the same en- 
larged interpretation of the above clause 
is given in our Church Catechism, where 
it is declared, that in asking for " daily 
bread," we ask for ^ all things that be 
needful both for our souls and bodies.'* . 

The Lord's prayer is followed by a 
COLLECT FOR PURITY, which was used of 
old in the Western Church, and which 
may be regarded either as introductory to 
the reception of the holy communion, or, 
when there is no communion, as prepara- 
tory to the rehearsal of the ten command* 
ments, and the correspondent examination 
of our lives and conversations. In either 
case, we have reason to admire the piety 
and judgment of the compilers of our 
Liturg)', in retaining this concise and im- 
pressive form of devotion. For, on the 

* A practice grounded on Acts ii. 46. 
^ Paraphrase of the Lord's Prayer in the Church 
Catechism. 
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one hand, it is certain that the pure body 
of Christ can only be received by pure 
hearts ; and, on the other hand, if the 
people of Israel were to be purified before 
the first publication of the law from Sinai/ 
it is surely meet that before the same 
commandments are repeated to us from 
the table of the Lord, we should devoutly 
pray that the ^ thoughts of our hearts 
may be cleansed by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit.' For how shall the heart 
which is defiled by sin, be prepared to hear 
the law of God? How shall it under- 
stand its force, or obey its holy inj unc- 
tions ? ^' Sin taking occasion by the 
commandment wrought in me all manner 
of concupiscence i"''^ these are the words 
of the apostle Paul ; and how awful is the 
thought, that sin may actually ^^ take oc- 
casion by the commandments,*' to infuse 
into the corrupt heart of man its deadly 
poison ! 

To pass on to the Rubric prefixed to the 
decalogue : * Then shall the priest, tum- 

6 See Exod. xix. 14. f Rom. vii. 8. 
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ing to the people, rehearse distinctly all 
THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ; and the people 
still kneeling, shall, after every command- 
ment, ask God mercy for their transgres- 
sion thereof for the time past, and grace 
to keep the same for the time to come.' 
How admirably suited is all this, to touch 
our hearts with a strong and lively sense 
of the importance of the two tables of the 
law. Before their rehearsal, we call upon 
him * unto whom all hearts be open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid,' beseeching him to ^ cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit.' As the priest repeats 
them in order, we call upon the same Lord 
to * incline our hearts to keep each command- 
ment.' And, at the close, we beseech him 
to * write all these his laws in our hearts.'* 
Upon referring to the history of our 
Liturgy, we find that the Ten Command- 
ments were introduced into the Commu- 
nion ofiice, by the fathers of our own 
Church, because the people were ob- 

8 See Note I, in Appendix. 



DISCOURSE I. 9 

served to approach the Lord's table with- 
out due preparation. And although all 
the words of this law are still to be re- 
peated on each returning sabbath, whether 
there be or be not a communion ; yet they 
would appear to be invested with a more 
peculiar solemnity and importance,, when 
they are regarded as an introduction to 
the holy sacrament of the body and blood 
of Christ. For thus it is, brethren, even 
by viewing ourselves in the mirror of the 
law, that we are led to feel our need of re- 
deeming love ; to acknowledge the neces- 
sity of applying for aid^ to enable us 
to keep God's commandments ; and ear- 
nestly to pray that, by keeping his com- 
mandments, we may not only prove the 
reality of our love^ but may also attain to 
a larger measure of this heavenly grace? 

1. By thus viewing ourselves in the 
mirror of the law, we are led, in the first 
place, to feel our need of redeemifig love. 
It is quite certain that slight and imperfect 

9 See Note II. 

b5 
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views of the excellency and importance of 
the moral law, will always be accompanied 
by a slight and inadequate conception of 
the value of Christ's mysterious sacrifice. 
But when the moral law is well under- 
stood and appreciated, it serves to illustrate 
the necessity, the nature, and the glory of 
redemption. 

If the Lord be " rich in mercy,** ^ 
why, it has been sometimes urged, does 
he not pardon sinners by a mere act of 
sovereign grace ? What need can there 
be of a Surety, a Redeemer, or an Atone- 
ment ? Why must God " be manifested in 
the flesh ?"^ Why must Emanuel agonize 
and die upon the cross ? Now we freely 
admit, brethren, that all this could not be 
necessary in order to prevail with God to 
love and to save us ; for the work of re- 
demption is everywhere spoken of in Scrip- 
ture, as the most overpowering Evidence, 
and the richest fruit of his love to us. 
" God so loved the world, that he gave 

1 Rom. X. 12. ^1 Tim. iii. 16. marginal reading. 
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his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life/'^ But it must also be 
remembered, that God is infinitely holy in 
his nature, and perfectly righteous in his 
moral government ; and that he is deter- 
mined to '* magnify the law and make it 
honourable."* When by our sins, there- 
fore, we had despised and dishonoured his 
holy law, it was absolutely necessary that 
the law should be magnified, that his 
justice should be displayed, and that the 
world should be filled with awful admira- 
tion at his righteous hatred of sin. He 
hath therefore ** set forth" his own Son, 
'* to be a propitiation" for sin, '* that he 
might be just, and thejustifierof him which 
believeth in Jesus.*'* And the more we be- 
lieve and understand the scriptural account 
of this wonderful transaction, the more shall 
we discern the absolute necessity of an 
atonement, its real nature, and the glory 

3 Johniii. 16. ♦Is. xlii. 21. 

« Rom. iii. 26, 26. 
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of God as displayed in it. But, abo\'e all, 
we may rest assured, that in exact propor- 
tion to our views of the excellency and im- 
portance of the moral law, will be our 
admiration of the divine perfections, as 
exhibited in every part of the mystery of 
redemption. 

I mention the excellency of the law of 
God, as the peculiar subject of our con- 
templation, because it has been truly said, 
brethren, that were we to consider only 
the strictness of its precepts, and the se- 
verity of its sanctions, we should be apt to 
entertain hard thoughts of God, and to 
incur the risk either of sinking into de- 
sponding inactivity, or of taking refuge in 
antinomianism, or infidelity. But when 
every precept is felt to be " holy, just, 
and good,"^ the convictions thus excited 
strike at the very root of man s self- 
admiration. The sinner is constrained to 
take part with God against himself; and 
he can no longer withhold his approbation 

6 Rom. vii. 12. 
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of the law, even while he knows himself 
liable to be condemned by it. For the 
more clearly he perceives the excellency 
of the precept, the more fully does he 
admit the odiousness, the unreasonable- 
ness, and the desert of sin. Thus it is 
that, under the blessing of God, the pride 
of his heart is abated ; his mouth is 
stopped ; his false and legal confidence is 
destroyed; and he is prepared, by the 
knowledge of his sins, and by deep hu- 
miliation before God, to understand and 
to welcome the salvation of the gospel. 
When the law was delivered from Mount 
Sinai, it prepared the minds of the Israel- 
ites for the promises and the types of *^ good 
things to come."'^ And if it shall always be 
delivered from the pulpit, with earnestness 
and seriousness, in immediate connexion 
with all the promises and the consolations 
of the gospel, it will still be " our school- 
master to bring us unto Christ."® 

7 Heb. ix. 11. 

8 Gal. iii. 24. And see Scott's Essays on the 
most important Sabjects in Religion. — Essay xv. 
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2. We have considered the usefulness 
of the law, in showing us our need of 
redeeming love. It is equally useful in 
inculcating the necessity of divine assist- 
ance^ to enable us to keep the commandments. 
For as long as we are content to measure 
our performances by the low and shifting 
standard of the world around us, we shall 
be ready to say with the Laodiceans of 
old, that we are " rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing."® But 
when we weigh these performances in the 
balance of the sanctuary, and when we 
measure them by the fixed and unalterable 
standard of God's holy law, we are then 
constrained to feel and acknowledge that 
we are " wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind^ and naked/*^ With our 
hearts thus awakened to a sense of our 
-own impotency, and of the holiness of the 
divine law, were we now called upon to 
attempt the performance of it with our 
own .unassisted strength, well might we 
exclaim, ** Alas ! how shall we do?"^ 

8 Rev. iii. 17. 9 lb. '2 Kings vi. 15. 
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But, blessed be God, as soon as our eyes 
are eulightened, to discern *^ the exceeding 
breadth"^ of God's law, our hearts are 
" enlarged," that we may " run the way 
of his commandments/'^ And if, there- 
fore, under a deep conviction of our help- 
lessness and insufficiency, we look, in 
faith and in prayer, to that Redeemer, who 
'^ of God is made unto us,'' not only 
" righteousness,'* but " sanctification,*'^ the 
Holy Spirit, who takes of the things which 
belong to Christ, and shows them unto us, 
will ' incline our hearts to keep God^s 
laws ;' yea, he will ^ write all these laws in 
our hearts.' 

3. It is for this divine assistance that 
we are taught to pray, brethren, as often 
as we hear 'the commandments of the law 
repeated at the Lord's table. And, oh ! with 
what holy fervour shall we give utterance 
to the above petitions, when our spirits 
enter into the full signification of our Sa- 

2 Ps. cxix. 96. 3 pg. cxix. 32. 

* 1 Cor. i. 30. 
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viour^s words, " If ye love me, keep my 
commandments !"* In thus speaking of the 
requirements of the law, as being *' his 
commandments," our Lord plainly reminds 
us that the Father has given Ibim " to be 
the head over all things to the church."^ 
And his words, brethren, emphatically de- 
clare to you how you may ascertain the 
reality of your love, and the character of 
your obedience. 

Do you desire to know, then, whether you 
really love God ? You are here taught, that 
the man who loves God, " keeps his com- 
mandments." And do you inquire respect- 
ing the character of your obedience ? You 
are here taught that all true obedience flows 
from " the love of God." Pray, therefore, 
that the love of God" may be " shed 
abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us,"''^ and that, under 
his blessed influences, you may become, 
day by day, and hour by hour, more con- 
formed to your Saviour's image, more 

5 John xiv. 15. « Eph. i. 22. 7 Rom. v. 5. 
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obedient to Grod s word, more submissive 
to his will^ and more devoted to his glory. 
And while this is your heartfelt prayer, 
regard it, in the next place, as one of your 
highest privileges to receive the law, de- 
prived of its condemning power, from the 
hand of your Redeemer, as the rule by 
which you are to regulate your tempers, 
your affections, your conduct, and your 
conversation, to the honour of the gospel, 
and the glory of God. It is written, 
indeed, as with a sunbeam, in every 
page of the gospel, that love is both the 
principle of obedience, and the substance 
of the law ; but all of you must feel how 
indispensable it is, that you should have 
more particular directions for expressing 
your love, and for regulating your conduct 
toward God and man ; that so '^ your love 
may abound yet more and more in know- 
ledge and in all judgment." ® 

4. And blessed are they who, through 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit, are thus 

» Phil. i. 9. 
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endeavouring to show their " love of God," 
by " keeping his commandments." For 
all such will find, from their own joyful 
experience, that ." in keeping" these ** com- 
mandments there is great reward !"^ Our 
Saviour has expressly declared that " who- 
soever hath, to him shall be given, and he 
shall have more abundance ;"^ and the hun- 
dred and nineteenth Psalm beautifully il- 
lustrates the manner in which the believer 
realizes the fulfilment of this promise. Have 
your hearts been " enlarged" then, my Chris- 
tian brethren, to " run the way of God's 
commandments ?" ^ If so, you will assu- 
redly find that as you advance in the path 
of obedience, you will attain to a larger 
measure of this heavenly grace. You will 
be able to say of all the precepts of God's 
law, that they are " your delight and your 
counsellors ;"^ that '^ the law of his mouth 
is dearer unto you than thousands of gold 
and silver;"* and that its words are 

9 Psalm xix. 11. * Matt. xiii. 12. « Psalm cxix. 32. 
s Ibid. 24. ♦ Ibid. 72. 
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** sweet unto yow taste, yea, sweeter than 
honey to your mouth ;''* and you will en- 
joy that '^ great peace" which is promised 
to all who " love God's law !'' ^ Taking the 
word of God as '^ a lamp unto your feet, 
and a light unto your path/'^ you will now 
experience the blessedness of those, who 
'^ keep his testimonies, and seek him with 
their whole heart;"® and while you daily 
'' delight yourselves in God's statutes,"^ 
you will say, from the very ground of 
your hearts, and with the. deepest em- 
phasis, " This is'* indeed " the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments :" 
this is to know and to feel ^^ the love of 
God,** in all its fulness, and in all its 
sweetness, '^ that we keep the command- 
ments" of that law, which is the trans- 
cript of his own great and glorious attri- 
butes ! 

Yes, brethren, in whatever proportion 
you shall iind your hearts enlarged to 

5 Psalm cxix. 103. 6 Ibid. 165. T Ibid. 105. 
8 Ibid. 2. 9 Ibid. 16. 
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" run the way of God's commandments,"^ 
in the same proportion will you be enabled 
to bear your testimony to the truth of the 
observation, that * increasing holiness is 
only another name for increasing happi- 
ness/ And need I add, that exactly ac- 
cording to the measure of your progress 
in the path of holy obedience, will be the 
measure of your humility ? For when you 
shall compare the state of your hearts, 
and the very duties and services which 
you perform, with the spiritual and exten- 
sive requirements of God's law, you will 
be forcibly reminded of your guilt and 
your depravity, and you will be led to ac- 
knowledge your constant need of repen- 
tance, forgiveness, and the blood of Christ, 
together with the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, that your hearts may be ^ inclined 
to keep' God's laws. Viewing yourselves, 
daily and hourly, in the glass of the divine 
law, and feeling, every day and every hour, 
that you have * no power of yourselves to 

^ Psalm cxix. 32. 
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help yourselves/ * you will walk humbly, 
as well as thankfully, before God ; you 
will count your holiest and best perfor- 
mances as dross, in comparison of Christ 
and his righteousness ; you will be simple 
in your dependence on the Lord in all 
things ; and, under the conviction that you 
have not ** already attained," you will 
continually " press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus/'* 

Brethren, I have thus endeavoured to 
speak to you of the use of the moral law, 
in leading us to Christ, as our ^* righteous- 
ness'^ and our '^ sanctification,'* and in 
drawing up our minds to high and hea* 
venly things. The commandments of this 
law were originally written in the heart of 
man, as created " in the image of God ;'** 
they were afterwards delivered in sub- 
stance, with awful solemnity, from Mount 

* Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent. 
3 Fail. iii. 12.14. ♦Gen.i.27. 



22 DISCOURSE I. 

Sidai ; they are now written,* by the Holy 
Spirit, in every believer's heart ; and they 
are summed up, in the Gospel, in the two 
great commandments, of " loving God 
with all our heart, and with all our soul, 
and with all our mind," and " loving our 
neighbour as ourselves."^ And I may 
now remind you, in conclusion, that this 
divine love will continue to be the duty, 
and the delight, of God's people through- 
out the ages of eternity ! 

It is this consideration, indeed, which gives 
such peculiar emphasis to the psalmist's 
declaration, that while "all" other " things 
come to an end,'* God's " commandment is 
exceeding broads '"'^ For if it be true that 
'* love is the fulfilling of the law,"® what 
tongue can declare, or what heart can 
conceive, " the exceeding breadth" of those 
commandments, which have, for their sum 
and substance, that divine grace of love, 

« See Jer. xxxi.3l— 34. « See Matt. xxii. 37—39. 
7 Psalm cxix. 96. ^ Rom. xiii, 10- 
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which passeth knowledge, and which, when 
" prophecies'* shall " fail/' and " tongues" 
shall ** cease," and " knowledge" shall 
'^ vanish away," ^ shall endure in unfading 
heauty ! Yes, beloved, whether we look 
to heaven or to earth, love is indeed the 
never-failing principle of a true and holy 
obedience. Let us pray, therefore, that 
always regarding the commandments of 
the law, as containing the exercise and the 
trial of Christian love, we may be enabled 
to go on, from strength to strength, in all 
the paths of a holy obedience, until we 
shall count God's service perfect freedom, 
yea, the very joy of our hearts! And, 
more especially, as often as we comme- 
morate, at the sacrament of the Lord's 
supper, the highest and most affecting ex- 
hibition of God's love to man, let us pray 
that after ^ feeding on the banquet of that 
most heavenly food,' ^ we may go forth to 
our several duties and our several trials, 
with our hearts inclined and enabled, by 

9 1 Cor, xiii. 8, ^ Communion Office. 
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the Holy Spirit, to show our sense, and 
in some measure to exhibit the counterpart 
of God's unutterable love, by " keeping 
his commandments !*' 
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1 John iii. 3. 

AND EVERY MAN THAT HATH THIS HOPE IN HIM, 
PURIFIETH HIMSELF, EVEN AS HE IS PURE. 

In compliance with the Apostle's injunc- 
tion to intercede " for kings," ^ the Chris- 
tian church has, in every age, made in- 
tercession at the throne of grace for the 
rulers and governors of the state. Ac- 
cordingly, in this oflSce of the Holy Com- 
munion, which was originally performed 
as a second service^ some hours after Morn- 
ing Prayers, we are provided with two 

1 See 1 Tim. iv. I, 2. 

c2 
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COLLECTS FOR THE KING, either of which 
may be used at the discretion of the 
minister. In these collects, the subject 
of petition is nearly the same ; and both of 
them are grounded on the declaration of 
the wise man, that " The king's heart is in 
the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water;" 
and that " he turneth it whithersoever 
he will."^ It may be observed, however, 
that in the former we are more distinctly 
reminded of that duty of Christian obe- 
dience, which is only implied in the latter. 
For while we there pray, for * our king 
and governor,* that he, * knowing whose 
minister he is, may above all things seek 
God's honour and glory,* we pray, also, 
for ourselves and all his subjects, that we, 
' duly considering whose authority he 
hath, may faithfully serve, honour, and 
humbly obey him, in God, and for God, 
according to his blessed word and ordi- 
nance, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 
We are to obey the king ^ in God,* i. e. in 

* Prov. xxi. I , 
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the strength of bis grace, and in accord- 
ance with his supreme will ; and we ure 
to obey the king * for God/ i. e. not only 
for fear of man's *^ wrath/' but " also for 
conscience sake/'* 

It has been remarked, by writers on the 
English Liturgy, that these two collects 
for the king are placed with singular pro- 
priety after the commandments, and before 
the particular collect appointed for the 
day. We pray for the king immediately 
after the commandments, because every 
Christian sovereign should be regarded 
as the conservator or guardian of both the 
tables of that divine law, which forms the 
basis of every Christian government. 
And we pray for the king just before the 
collect proper for the day, that so when 
we have prayed for the outward prosperity 
of the church, as bound up with the king's 
welfare, we may afterwards ask, in the 
collect, for inward grace, to make it com- 
pletely happy. 

3 Rom. xiii. 5. 
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And this leads me to speak of that very 
important division of the Communion of- 
fice, which contains the Collects, Epis- 
tles, and Gospels ; humbly commending 
our meditations to him, who only can ap- 
ply the word of instruction to the hearts 
of his people, " in demonstration of the 
Spirit and in power."* 

Of the Collects^ we may say, gene- 
rally, that they are short and impressive 
prayers, collected out of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, ushered in with such attributes of 
God, as are proper and suitable to the pe- 
titions contained in them, and offered up 
in the name and through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ. In the collects appointed 
for the different fasts and festivals of the 
church, the petitions refer to the particular 

4 1 Cor. ii. 4. 

^ Our collects, with some exceptions^ have been 
used in the Church of England for twelve hundred 
years, and in the Church at large for fourteen hun- 
dred years ; and their origin lies in the distant glory 
of primitive Christianity. — ^Palmer's ' Origines Litur- 
gicae/ vol. ii. p. 2 and 40. See also Note III. 
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subjects then commended to our medi- 
tations. And as well in these, as in other 
instances, it will generally be found that 
the Scriptures chosen for the Epistles and 
Gospels, form, separately or conjointly, 
the groundwork of the petitions contained 
in the collects. 

The Epistles are certain portions of 
the Scriptures, taken principally ^ out of 
the epistolary part of the New Testament ; 
and they are admirably suited to enforce 
upon our hearts and consciences the doc- 
trines and duties of our most holy faith. 
The Gospels are taken out of the writings 
of the four Evangelists ; and by thus lis- 
tening continually to the most remarkable 
passages in the history of the words, the 
works, and the sufferings of our Redeemer, 
we are animated and encouraged to * fight 
manfully under the banner of the cross, 

^ When the passage selected for the day is taken 
from any other part of Scripture, it is to be announced 
as ' the portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle." 
— See Rubric before the Nicene Creed. 
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against sin, the world, and the devil, and 
to continue his faithful soldiers and ser- 
vants unto our life's end.' '^ 

The reading of the Epistle has always 
preceded the reading of the Gospel; and 
it would seem, in fact, to have been re- 
garded as a kind of harbinger or mes- 
senger to usher in the Gospel. Indeed, 
some of the old ritualists expressly say, 
that the Epistle denotes the office per- 
formed by the Baptist, who was sent before 
the face of Christ, to prepare his way. 
Others assign different reasons for this 
practice ; but all agree that it is intended 
to show peculiar reverence for the Gospel, 
and silently to remind us that while the 
Epistle contains, in some sense, the words 
of the servant, the Gospel contains the 
very words of the Master, to whom, 
therefore, the last or most honourable place 
is reserved. 

I should mention, also, that at the read- 
ing of the Gospel, we show two peculiar 

7 Office of Baptism. 
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marks of hoDour and distinction, which 
may be traced up to the earliest ages of 
the Christian church. The first is, that 
when the minister aimounces the reading 
of the * holy gospel/ all the congregation 
are expressly enjoined to * stand up,'® to 
express their veneration for the words of 
our Lord, to show their readiness to exe- 
cute his commands, and to denote their 
determination to follow him whithersoever 
he may lead them. The other mark of 
distinction paid to the Gospel is, that 
after it has been announced, all the people 
are to say, ^ Glory be to thee, O Lord.' 
This is a usage which our reformers bor- 
rowed from the ancient liturgies; and 
though the direction has been discontinued 
in the Rubric, the practice has been re- 
tained. 

In order that we may be the better pre- 
pared to derive instruction from the por- 
tions of Scripture, which have been se- 
lected to be read in the services of the 

8 See Rubric before tbe Nicene Creed. 

c5 
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church, as the Epistles and Gospels, we 
must remember that the whole Christian 
year is divided into two parts. The one 
commemorates Christ's living here on 
earth: the other directs us to live after 
his example. To the one, belong all the 
Sundays appointed from Advent to Trinity 
Sunday ; to the other, all the Sundays 
from Trinity to Advent again. Now of 
the Epistles and Gospels, which are read 
during the first part of the Christian year, 
we may say generally, and more especially 
of the Gospels, that their chief end and 
purpose is to make us know and re- 
member, with grateful and adoring hearts, 
the benefits which have been conferred 
upon us in the great mystery of redemp- 
tion. And, accordingly, we close this 
division of the Christian year, with giving 
praise and glory to the holy and eternal 
Trinity. In the second part of the year, 
which is for our guidance during our 
pilgrimage in this world, we have such 
Epistles and Gospels in order appointed as 
may ^ help us forward in the right way 
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that leadeth unto everlasting life;'^ so 
that, having received the Lord Jesus Christ 
into our hearts by a true and lively faith> 
we may learn how to ^^ adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things/' ' and to 
" walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
we are called.''^ In the former part of the 
Christian year, our church repeats to us all 
the mysteries of the Christian faith ; . in 
the latter, she calls upon us to practise 
that which is agreeable to the same. We 
are thus led frequently and seriously to 
examine ourselves as to our heart's recep- 
tion of the grand leading truth of the 
gospel ; viz. that there is not any founda- 
tion for our faith other than Christ Jesus, 
born, and crucified, and risen again for us ; 
and we are thus also instructed to " build 
up ourselves'* on this foundation, "keeping 
ourselves in the love of God, and looking 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life."^ 

To complete the body of scriptural in- 

9 OflSce for the Visitation of the Sick. 

1 Titus ii. 10. 2 Eph. iv. 1 . ^ Jude 20, 21. 
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struction which is provided in the Prayer 
Book, for the Christian year, we have 
also collects, epistles, and gospels, ap- 
pointed for those days which are set apart, 
in commemoration of the saints whose 
praise is in the gospel ; and the instruction 
which is to be derived from this part of 
the sacred calendar is beautifully summed 
up in the two concluding collects.* In the 
one, we call upon him, who has built his 
' church upon the foundation of the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the head corner stone ;' beseeching 
him to ^ grant us to be joined together in 
unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we 
may be made an holy temple acceptable 
unto him, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 
And in the other we call upon the same 
' Almighty God, who has knit together his 
elect in one communion and fellowship in 
the mystical, body of his Son Christ our 
Lord ;' beseeching him to ^ grant us grace 
so to follow his blessed saints in all vir- 

^ See Collects for St. Simon and St. Jude, and for 
All Saints' Day. 
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tuous and godly living, that we may come 
to those unspeakable joys which he has pre- 
pared for them that unfeignedly love him/ 
Such is the general outline of this im- 
portant and instructive portion of the 
Prayer Book; and assuredly, brethren, 
when we consider this visible, as well as 
audible, preaching of Christian doctrine ; 
and when we consider, also, how admirably 
suited it is to train the more ignorant 
amongst us to understand the great mys- 
teries of our faith, and to impress the 
hearts of all with a strong and growing 
perception of the nature and importance of 
those truths upon which our hopes de- 
pend, we may be permitted to ask, with 
Bishop Sparrow, whether if the portions 
of Scripture appointed for the several fes- 
tivals and solemnities of the Christian year 
were turned out of the church, it would be 
in the power of weekly sermons on some 
particular heads of religion, to keep up 
the knowledge of Christ in men's hearts ?^ 

5 The early Christians were very exact in the ob- 
servance of the appointed festivals and solemnities of 
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Upon reviewing the subject of our pre- 
sent meditations, I would, in humble de- 
pendence upon the Divine blessing, oflFer 
two practical observations ; the one, rela- 
ting to a feature which is common to all 
the Collects; the other, arising out of the 
correspondence, which is found to subsist 
between the Collects and the Epistles and 
Gospels. 

1. I would remind you, then, in the 
first place, that the Collects are all offered 
up in the name, and through the mediation, 
of Jesus Christ. This is a feature, indeed, 
which distinguishes not the Collects only, 
but all the addresses to the throne of 
grace, whether in the language of prayer 
or praise, throughout the various services 
of our church/ And may it not be said, 
therefore, that as often as we join together 

the church ; and the sermons of the early fathers 
were generally on the readings of the day. 

^ In the prayer of St. Chrysostom, and the greater 
part of the Litany, our petitions are addressed im- 
mediately to the Lord Jesus. And in the 'Te Deum/ 
and the three Creeds, we enlarge chiefly on the per- 
son and office of the Redeemer. 
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in these scriptural serviees, we come, as it 
were, ^^ unto Mount Sion, unto the city of 
the living Grod, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, 
to the general assembly and church of the 
first-bom, which are written in heaven, 
and to God the Judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to 
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant ?"^ 
In every part of the Liturgy we are 
thus taught to regard Jesus Christ as '^ the 
chief comer-stone, in whom all the build- 
ing fitly framed together groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord," ® and " to 
whom coming as unto a living stone, dis- 
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, 
and precious," we, " also, as lively stones," 
must be ^* built up a spiritual house, an 
holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacri- 
fices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ."^ St. Peter reminds '' them which 
be disobedient," that " the stone which the 
builders disallowed, the same is made the 

7 Heb. xii. 22— 24. sEph, ii.20,21. 9 l Pet. ii. 4, 5. 
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head of the corner, and a stone of stum- 
bling, and a rock of offence, even to them 
which stumble at the word being dis- 
obedient." But *^ unto you which be- 
lieve," says the apostle, " he is precious.*'^ 

And, assuredly, all believers will set their 
seal to the truth of this declaration. For 
they know, from their own inward expe- 
rience, that there is indeed a virtue in this 
corner-stone, which diffuses itself even to 
the remotest corner of the spiritual build- 
ing. And, knowing this, they make it 
their daily and hourly prayer, that they 
may be " building up themselves'** on this 
" corner-stone'* by a true and lively faith. 
* There are,' says Leighton, * multitudes 
of imaginary believers who lie round 
about this " corner-stone f but who are 
none the better nor the surer for that, any 
more than stones that lie loose in heaps 
near to a foundation, but are not joined to 
it. There is no benefit to us by Christ, 
without union with him ; and no comfort 

1 1 Peter ii. 7, 8. « jude 20. 
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in his riches withoat an interest in them, 
and a title to them, by virtue of that union. 
Then is the soul right, when it can say, as 
the spouse, ** My beloved is mine, and I 
am his," and ** he is altogether lovely."' ^ 
2. Consider, in the next place, the cor* 
respandence which is found to subsist be- 
tfoeen the Collects^ and the Epistles and 
Gospels. I have said, in the earlier part 
of this lecture, that the Scriptures chosen 
for the Epistles and Gospels, generally 
form, either separately or conjointly, the 
ground-work of the petitions contained in 
the Collects. And this circumstance is im- 
portant, not only as suggesting a valuable 
hint, which may assist us in deriving a 
larger measure of instruction and comfort 
from the use of this portion of the Com- 
munion office, but also as teaching us that, 
if we desire to " grow*** by the Scriptures, 
as the food and the nourishment of our 
souls, we must endeavour, under the gui- 

^ Archbishop Leigh ton on 1 Peter ii. 6. 
4 1 Peter ii. 2. 
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dance of that Holy Spirit, who writes the 
words of divine truth in the hearts of 
God's children, to turn every passage 
which we read into prayer or praise. 

In some instances, the petitions con- 
tained in the collects would appear to 
have been suggested only by the general 
scope and bearing of the scripture or 
scriptures which follow. And I will il- 
lustrate this class, by referring to the 
collect, epistle, and gospel, for the third 
Sunday after Trinity; because this par- 
ticular instance was formerly pointed out 
to my notice by a member of my congre- 
gation, who, through a long and painful 
illness, and under many trials and afflic- 
tions, had derived much comfort from this 
portion of the Prayer Book, and who> at 
the time of a very severe bereavement, 
seemed to find an answer to the prayer of 
the collect, in the epistle and gospel which 
follow. In the collect for that Sunday, 
we call upon him, who only gives an 
' hearty desire to pray/ beseeching him to 
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grant that ^ by his mighty aid/ we may 
be ' defended and comforted in all dangers 
and adversities/ The need which we 
have to ask for this ^ mighty aid/ is then 
forcibly pointed out in the Epistle.^ For 
we are there reminded that " our adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour." 
But we are, at the same time, fully 
encouraged to " resist^* this adversary, 
and are plainly taught where to look for 
* comfort and defence,' by the affecting 
prayer which the apostle immediately sub- 
joins : " The God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, 
naake you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you." And in the passage selected 
for the Gospel,^ we are taught to look to 
that " good shepherd,"® who came " to seek 
and to save that which was lost,"^ under 
the sweet and blessed persuasion that he 

G I Pet. V. 5—11. 7 Luke xv. 1—10. 

8 John X. 11. 9 Luke xix. 10, 
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will assuredly guide his sheep through the 
wilderness of this weary world, and grant 
them his * mighty aid to comfort and de- 
fend them in all dangers and adversi- 
ties.' 

But while some of the Collects contain 
petitions which, as in the foregoing in- 
stance, seem to have been suggested only 
by the general scope and bearing of the 
following scriptures, there are other in- 
stances, in which the Collect has evidently 
been framed, wholly or chiefly, in the very 
language of such scriptures. And to 
illustrate this class, I will refer, in conclu- 
sion, to the sixth Sunday after Epiphany. 
The Epistle for this Sunday consists of the 
first eight verses of the third chapter of 
the general epistle of St. John. Taking 
up the last clause of the eighth verse, and 
enlarging, at the same time, upon the re- 
presentation given of believers in the open- 
ing verses, as " the sons of God," the 
Collect teaches us to draw near to him, 
' whose blessed Son was manifested that he 
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might destroy the works of the devil, and 
make us the sons of God, and heirs of 
eternal life/ In these words, believers are 
iDstructed to dwell, not only on their 
present privileges, as * sons of God,' but 
also on the blessed hope of ' eternal life.' 
And regarding themselves, therefore, not 
only as " sons of God," but also as " heirs,'' 
yea, " joint-heirs with Christ," * they pray 
to their heavenly Father, in words which 
form the substance of the first three verses 
of the chapter, saying, * Grant us, we be- 
seech thee, that, having this hope, we may 
purify ourselves, even as he is pure, that 
when he shall appear again with power 
and great glory, we may be made like 
unto him in his eternal and glorious king- 
dom : where with thee, O Father, and 
thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth, 
ever one God, world without end/ 

In the verse which I have chosen for 
the text, it is not said that " every man 
who hath this hope, hath purified," but 

1 Rom. viii. 17. 



48 DISCOURSE II. 

from sinners, and made higher than the 
heavens,"^ and who has * redeemed you 
with his precious blood/ ^ the more surely 
will you walk before God with that simpli- 
city and " purity of heart,"® to which the 
divine blessedness is annexed. For look- 
ing always to him, who died for you, that 
you might live to him, you will remember 
that you are " not your own, but bought 
with a price,"^ and that your hearts are 
due to him, who has "purchased you 
with his own blood." ^ And constrained, 
therefore, by the love of Christ, you will 
pray earnestly for grace to serve your 
God with pure, " perfect," undivided 
" hearts," and with ** willing minds,"* 
ever remembering that, as the children 
of your Father which is in heaven, you 
ought to hallow his name in all your 
thoughts, words, and actions ; and that, as 
the redeemed of the Lord, you should 

6 Heb. vii. 26. 7 Te Deum. 

8 Matt. V. 8. 9 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 

^ Acts XX. 28. « 1 Chron. xxviii. 
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always be ** looking for that blessed hope 
and the glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people zealous of good works. "^ 

» Tit. ii. 13, 14. 
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Rom. X. 10. 

FOR WITH THE HEART MAN BELIEVETH LNTO 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND WITH THE MOUTH CON- 
FESSION IS MADE UNTO SALVATION. 

St. Paul declares, in the chapter above, 
that *' faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God."* And, accord- 
ingly, it is ordered, in the services of our 
Church, that the Creeds shall be repeated 
after the reading of the Scriptures ; the 
Apostles* Creed, and the Creed of St. 
Athanasius, being appointed to be said or 
sung after the chapters selected for the 
lessons ; and the Nicene Creed, after the 

• Rom. X. 17. 
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Epistle and Gospel for the day.^ It is 
also written in the New Testament for our 
warning, that " the word did not profit" 
the Jews, " not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it."^ And our church, 
therefore, has wisely provided that, after 
listening to God's word, we should, indi- 
vidually, make a distinct and open pro- 
fession of our belief. 

2 The Apostles' Creed is so called, because though 
not actually drawn up by the apostles, it probably ex- 
isted, in a similar form, in times not very remote from 
theirs. The Nicene Creed was framed itt the fourth 
century, at two general councils, held successively at 
Nice and at Constantinople, to defend the church 
against the two leading heresies of Arius and Mace- 
donius, touching the second and third pei'sons of the 
Holy Trinity. The Creed of St. Athanasius, which 
was termed by Martin Luther * the bulwark of the 
Apostles' Creed,' is, with the highest probability, 
ascribed to Hilaiy, Bishop of Aries, who flourished in 
the fifth century. And in process of time it acquired 
the name of the Creed of St. Athanasius, as being an 
admirable summary of his statements on the subject 
of the Trinity and the Incarnation. 

3 Heb. iv. 2. 
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I say, individually, because it is evident 
that the Creed is the confession of every 
person present, and that every one, there- 
fore, ought personally to pronounce it 
with the minister. It will be observed, 
also, that our creed does not, like our 
prayers, run in the plural number. The 
minister does not say, in the name of the 
congregation, * We believe,' but he for 
himself, and every individual for himself, 
is directed to say, * I believe/ It is, at 
once, the duty and the privilege of the 
members of every Christian congregation, 
to " pray one for another f^ but every man 
must believe for himself, and every man> 
therefore, ought to make the profession of 
his belief with his own mouth, since every 
one is to be justified and saved by his own 
faith, and not by the faith of others. At 
the conclusion of a collect, the congrega- 
tion sufficiently declare, by saying * Amen, 
that they have united with the minister in 

^ James v. lO. 
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the petitions which it contains ; but belief 
is considered as a thing so entirely per- 
sonal, that all the people are called upon 
to accompany their minister in the recita- 
tion of the creed.* 

The Rubric requires, moreover, that the 
Creed 'shall be sung or said by the minister 
and the people standing.' This was the 
attitude, in which the catechumens in the 
ancient church always repeated it. It is 
an attitude, which implies a determination 
to defend and maintain the faith which we 
profess. And hence it was that, in some 
of the ancient churches, the nobles 

^ The above remark applies to the Apostles' and 
Nicene Creeds. But the clauses of the Athanasian 
Creed are recited alternately by the minister and 
people. For the latter is drawn up, not like the other 
two, as the personal confession of each individual be- 
liever, but as an explanatory statement, on the part of 
the church at large, of the nature of that catholic 
faith, which, existing from the commencement of the 
gospel, has, for more than thirteen centuries, been 
secured by the same form of words, through the 
westeni churches of Christendom. 
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alvfrays repeated the Creed standing, and 
with their swords drawn ; thus intimating 
that they would defend, to the utmost, the 
doctrines of the Creed, and that they were 
prepared, if necessary, to seal the truth of 
it with their blood. 

As the NicENE Creed was designed 
chiefly to be a bulwark against the Arian 
heresy, it sets forth that grand article of 
oor faith, the divinity of our blessed Sa- 
viour, more fully and explicitly than the 
Apostles' Creed. Every believer here 
declares that the second person of the ever 
blessed Trinity is, indeed, the * only be- 
gotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, light of 
light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with 
the Father ;' that * by him all things were 
made ;' and that ^ his kingdom shall have 
no end.* For though his mediatorial 
kingdom shall cease, and be delivered up 
to the Father, yet, as God, he shall reign 

d5 
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with the Father and the Holy Spirit for 
ever and ever.^ 

In the next division of this Creed, which 
was framed against the Macedonian he* 
resy, we enlarge upon the personality and 
office of the third person of the Trinity, 
professing our belief in * the Holy Ghost, 
the Lord and giver of life, who pro- 
ceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together 
is worshipped and glorified, who spake by 
the prophets .' And if it were he, brethren, 
who * spake by the prophets,* teaching 
the believers under the elder dispensation 
to look forward to the promised Messiah, 
it is he, also, who, in the portions of 
scripture appointed for the Epistles and 
Gospels, and in every other part of the 
New Testament, must take of the things 
which belong to Christ, and show them 
unto us, before we can '* believe to the 
saving of the soul." ^ " The natural man 

5 See Luke i. 33. ^ Heb. x. 39. 
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.•ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
rod, for they are foolishness unto him ; 
leither can he know them, because they 
ire spiritually discerned."^ And it fol- 
lows, therefore, that we must earnestly 
pray for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, 
in order that we may '^ know the things 
that are freely given to us of God."* 

The remaining clauses are, in substance, 
the same with those of the Apostles' 
Creed; and I now proceed, in de- 
pendence upon the divine blessing, to 
illustrate these clauses, as forming the 
grand practical application of the truths 
contained in the other articles of our 
belief. For it should always be remem- 
bered tha\ the mysterious truth of three 
persons in the unity of the Godhead is no 
speculative doctrine ; but that it has been 
revealed to us as the only way to eternal 
life ; that it is to be interwoven, therefore, 
with all we think, and say, and do ; and 
that, as the one commanding principle of 

7 ICor. ii. 14. fiJb.ii. 12. 
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action, it is to pervade all the duties and 
all the relations of life. And this we vir- 
tually admit, when, after having professed 
our belief in God the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit, we con- 
clude with declaring that we ' believe one 
catholic and apostolic church,* that ' we 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission 
of sins,' and that we * look for the resur- 
rection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.^ 

By * one catholic and apostolic church,'^ 
or, as it is in the Apostles' Creed, * the 
holy catholic church,' we are to under- 
stand a church, not like that of the Jews, 
limited to one people, but, by the appoint- 
ment and command of Christ, and through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to be dissemi- 
nated through all nations, to be extended to 

9 In the sequel of this discourse, I have, endea- 
voured to give a compendious view of these concluding 
articles of our belief, as explained in Bishop Pearson s 
Exposition of the Apostles* Creed. 

' See Note IV. 
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all places, to be propagated to all ages, to 
contain in it all truths^ necessary to be 
known, to exact absolute obedience from 
all men to the commands of Christ, and to 
be the appointed channel for conveying to 
us all the graces and privileges of the 
gospel. In this * holy catholic church,' 
are assembled those faithful persons '^ of 
all nations, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues,"^ who shall hereafter meet toge- 
ther in heaven. They are as the vessels 
of the tabernacle, carried up and down, 
while the Church is yet militant on earth ; 
but at last to be removed, and fixed for 
ever in the heavenly temple. 

Such is the character of that ' holy 
catholic church,' into which we were ad- 
mitted at our baptism. It is a church, 
which the Redeemer of mankind purchased 

^ By being universal in doctrine, receiving and 
teaching all truth, the ' catholic church' is distin- 
guished from heretical congregations, which hold only 
parts of the truth. 

5 Rev. vii. 9. 
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article of our belief, is it not an awful 
proof of the perverseness of the human 
heart, that among those who profess and 
call themselves Christians, any should be 
found who can think it a matter of indif- 
ference, whether they belong to such a 
glorious assembly as this ? Is it not an 
awful proof of the perverseness of the 
human heart, that any one who has wept 
over the precariousness of all earthly rela- 
tions, should ever turn away from a truth 
which speaks to us of a relation such as 
this ; a relation all perfect in its nature, 
and endless in its duration? " That 
which we have seen and heard," says the 
beloved disciple, " declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us ; 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with his Son Jesus Christ."'' Yea, 
brethren, you are invited to have commu^ 
nion with the Father, and with the Son ; 
and if you know that they " abide in you, by 
the Spirit'' which has been " given you,"® 

7 1 John i. 3. 8 See 1 John iii. 24. 
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you know also that, in them, yon haye 
^ communion/ not only with all the * saints* 
now living on earth, but also with all those 
' saints/ who have been admitted into the 
presence of God, and who now ** follow 
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth/'^ 

Be mindful then, my Christian brethren, 
of your high and glorious privileges, and 
" walk worthy of the vocation wherewith 
you are called;"^ and, in this article of 
your belief, you will always declare your 
conviction that not even death itself shall 
dissolve the bond of union which now sub* 
sists between you. Here, indeed, you pos- 
sess a truth, of which it may be said, in a 
very important and affecting sense, that it 
deprives "death" of its " sting," and the 
" grave" of its " victory ; "' for it is a truth 
which assures us that they, who have once 
met together in Christ, shall never be put 
asunder. Death, be it remembered, is no* 
thing else but the separation of the soul from 

9 Rev. xiv. 4. * Eph. iv. 1. 

2 Sec 1 Cor. xv. 55. 
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the body. And death, therefore, cannot pos- 
sibly affect that mystical union between 
Christ and his church, which is the only 
foundationof a spiritual 'communion' among 
his redeemed people. This foundation re- 
mains unalterable ; and it follows, there- 
fore, that the ' communion,' which rests 
upon it, cannot know any dissolution. In 
one word, death cannot have any power 
over that bond of ' holiness,' by which be- 
lievers are united here on earth ; and all, 
therefore, who have been made one with 
Christ, and in him one with another, shall 
belong to the family of God through the 
ages of eternity ! 

But if any shall ask, whether creatures 
sunk, as we are, in ignorance and sin, may 
indeed hope to enjoy a * communion' with 
." the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, and whose name is Holy,"^ and 
with all his ' holy ones' in heaven and in 
earth ; I need only point to the next article 
in the Creed, viz. that of * forgiveness of 

3 Xs. Ivii. 15. 
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sios/ reminding them that all the redeemed 
in heaven once partook of the same fallen 
nature, and that they ^* washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb."* Yes, brethren^ he who is now 
^^ head over all things to the church,"^ is 
that " great Shepherd,"^ who came " to 
seek and to save that which was lost"^ 
He is that ^^ Lamb, without blemish and 
without spot,"® which " taketh away the 
sin of the world."^ He, who now sitteth 
at the right hand of the Father, as the 
Lord of the whole family of the redeemed, 
is he, who was ordained to lift a load from 
the creation, which would otherwise have 
sunk it into irreversible perdition ! 

My brethren, we know thatthe law of God 
is the only rule of the actions of man, and 
that any the smallest deviation from that 
law is sin. We know that whatsoever is 
in man, or is done by him, having any op- 
position to the law of God, is sin. We 

4 Rev. vii. 14. « Eph. i. 22. 

6 John X. 11. T Lukexix. 10. 

8 1 Pet. i 19. 9 John i. 29. 
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know that every action, every word, every 
thought, against that divine law, is sin. 
We know that any inclination in the 
soul, to do that which God forbiddeth, 
or to omit that which God commandeth, is 
sin. And, knowing this, well may we 
tremble at that " wrath of God which is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodli- 
ness and unrighteousness of men, who 
hold the truth in unrighteousness/'^ But 
if we have indeed acknowledged the hate- 
fulness of sin, in this its appalling extent, 
and if we can really say that we feel the 
* remembrance of our sins to be grievous 
unto us, and the burden of them intolera- 
ble,'^ how full of comfort is that article of 
pur belief, which teaches us to acknow- 
ledge * one baptism for the remission of 
sins.'^ How blessed is the thought that 
we bear the name of him, who gave his life 
as a sacrifice for sin, and who, * having 
made, by his one oblation of himself once 
offered, a full, perfect, and sufiicient sacri- 

1 Rom. i. 18. 2 Com. Office. 

3 Nicene Creed. 
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fice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins 
of the whole world,'* did appoint, in his 
church, the sacrament of baptism for the 
first remission, and repentance for the con- 
tinued forgiveness, of all following tres- 
passes. In the sacrament of baptism, ^ the 
promises of forgiveness of sin, and of our 
adoption to be the sons of God by the Holy 
Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed ;'* 
and in the pattern of prayer which Christ 
has left us, we are taught daily to implore 
the forgiveness of our sins ; that, as through 
the frailty of our nature we are ever prone 
to offend, so we should always be exer- 
cising the acts of repentance, and be 
always drawing near to God by faith, that 
we may be daily renewed by his grace, 
and daily pardoned by his mercy. 

But will God indeed be reconciled with 
man ? May we be indeed assured that the 
price, which was paid upon the cross for 
the ransom of a fallen world, has been 
accepted by him, '' in ^^^^^ ^'g^^ even 

^ Co,.. Office. ^Art.XXVIt. 
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the heavens are not clean ?'*^ May we 
assuredly know that he who was * of- 
fered for us,' has indeed * taken away the 
sin of the world ?' '^ Pass on, brethren, to the 
two last articles of the Creed, and remem« 
ber that you are encouraged to ^ look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come,' because he, who * by 
his death hath destroyed death,' hath, * by 
his rising to life again, restored to us evet- 
lasting life.'® Yes, beloved, we believe 
that we have " redemption through his- 
blood,*' even " the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace," ^ be- 
cause God has " raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand 
in the heavenly places, far above all prin- ' 
cipalities, and powers, and might, and do- 
minion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which 

6 Job XV. 15. 

7 Preface in Communion OflSce for Easter Day. 

8 Preface, ut supra, 

9 Eph. i. 7. 
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is to come, and hath put all thiogs under 
his feet, and gave him to be the head 
over all things to the church, which 
is his body, the fulness of him that 
fiUeth all in alL"' We believe that in him 
we have ^ forgiveness of sins/ because he 
bas proclaimed himself to be the ^* resur- 
rection and the life ;"' and therefore it is 
that we believe, also, in ^ the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting/ ^ Indeed, 
if Christ were not 'Hhe life," the dead could 
never live : if he were not " the resurrec- 
tion," the dead could never rise. Yea, 
were it not for him who '^ liveth, and was 
dead, and is alive for evermore," and who 
hath ^^ the keys of hell and of death,"^ we 
could never break through the bars of 
death, or pass from the prison of the grave. 
But this Lord of life and death hath un- 
dertaken to vanquish all our enemies ; and 
' the last enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death." ^ Then shall the prophecy be quite 
fulfilled, " O death, I will be thy plagues ; 

» Eph. i 20 -23. 2 JoLn xi. 25. 

3 Apostles' Creed. ♦ Rev. i. 18. ^ 1 Cor. xv. 26. 
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O grave, I will be thy destruction;"* 
and then shall all the redeemed of the Lord 
exclaim, in the triumphant language of 
the apostle, " Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ."^ 

My brethren, if these are the things set 
before us in the gospel ; if these are the 
great practical truths implied in that sacred 
mystery of the Trinity of persons in the 
unity of the Godhead, which is revealed 
to us in Scripture, and into which, there- 
fore, we have been baptized ; we may 
now understand why it is that " with the 
heart" man must " believe unto righteous- 
ness, while ** with the mouth confession is 
made unto salvation." For is it not to the 
" heart" of man, that these articles of the 
Christian faith are ultimately and chiefly 
addressed? Our Creed speaks of the 
^ communion of saints ;' and is not this 
doctrine revealed to us in Scripture, in 
order that our hearts may be inflamed 
with a^ '~^^Jit affection toward all who 

» I Cor. XT- 57. 
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have fellowship with us here on earth, and 
with a devout remembrance of those 
* saints,' who are now " walking in the 
light, even as God is in the light?"' 
Our creed speaks of the * forgiveness of 
sins ;' and is not this doctrine revealed to 
OS, in order that our hearts may be touched 
with a sense of our own misery, and of the 
unspeakable love of God in the redemp- 
tion of our souls ? Our creed speaks of 
the ' resurrection of the body ;' and is 
not this doctrine revealed to us, in order 
that the hearts of all who now lead a 
life of mortification and self-denial, may 
be animated and sustained by a pros*- 
pect which tends to cheer all drooping 
spirits ; to sustain all fainting hearts ; to 
sweeten all present miseries; to lighten 
all heavy burdens ; to encourage us in all 
'dangers; and to support us in all ca- 
lamities ? Our creed speaks of ^ the life 
of the world to come;' and is not this 
doctrine revealed to us, in order that the 

f 1 John i. 7, 
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hearts of all true believers maybe ele- 
vated by the promise of a state^ in which 
the just, after their resurrection, shall, as 
the blessed of the Father, obtain an ever- 
lasting inheritance, and, as the servants 
of the Lord, enter into their Master's joy, 
free from all possibility of death, sin, and 
sorrow ; filled with all conceivable and in- 
conceivable fulness of happiness ; and 
confirmed in an absolute security of an 
eternal enjoyment, being assured that they 
shall continue with God, and with the 
Lamb, for evermore ? 

Brethren, let it be our united and fer- 
vent prayer, that we may indeed " with 
our hearts believe" these things " unto 
righteousness ;" and then we shall be al- 
ways prepared, whether with our lips in 
the great congregation, after listening to 
the Scriptures of truth, or, by the whole 
tenour of our lives and conversations, to 
make " confession unto salvation." And 
by this faithful confession, we shall glorify 
Gody edify our brethren^ and show that we 
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are laying hold ourxlvea of the promises of 
everlasting salvation. 

1. By this faithful confession, we shall 
glorify God. For since the faith which 
we profess contains such heavenly doc* 
trine, persuades to such holiness of life, 
and describes God as so infinitely glorious, 
so transcendently gracious, so all-sufficient 
in himself, so merciful in his Son, and so 
wonderful in all his works ; it is certain 
that by the true confession of this faith we 
shall glorify the God of our salvation. 

2. By this faithful confession, we shall 
edify our brethren. For it should always 
be remembered, that the profession of the 
faith of one Christian confirms another in 
his; and it follows, therefore, that the 
common benefit of all; lays a peculiar obli- 
gation upon each, to show that he is not 
ashamed of that " Gospel of Christ," 
which is " the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth."® 

3. And by this faithful confession, we 

8 Rom. i. 16. 

e2 
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shall also show that we are laying hold our- 
selves of the promises of everlasting salva- 
tion. " For, if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe 
in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved/'^ 
Yea, says the same Lord Jesus, '^ Whoso- 
ever shall confess me before men, him will 
I confess also before my Father which is in 
heaven."^ 

9 Rom. X. 9. 1 Matt. x. 32. 
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THE SERMON^ OR ONE OF THE HOM1L1E8 — THE 
OFFERTORY — THE PRAYER FOR THE CHTRCH 
MILITANT. 
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James v. part of the 16th verse. 

PRAY ONE FOR ANOTHER. 

The second Rubric after the Nicene 
Creed contains the following direction : 
* Then shall follow the Sermon, or one of 
the Homilies already set forth, or hereafter 
to be set forth by authority.' 

The HOMILIES here mentioned, are two 
books of plain sermons, or, as the word 
imports, public discourses, which were 
prepared at the time of the Reformation 
in England, when a competent number of 
ministers, ofsufHcient abilities to preach in 
a public congregation, was not to be found, 
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and when it was suspected, moreover, thait 
some of the clergy still favoured the tenets 
of the Church of Rome. With a viewy 
therefore, to supply the defects of some^ 
and to oblige the rest to teach according 
to the form of sound doctrine, these booksi 
of Homilies were prepared. The fir8t= 
volume was published at the beginning of 
Edward the Sixth's reign ; and the Homilies • 
contained in this volume are said to have 
been written by Archbishop Cranmer, and 
by Bishops Ridley and Latimer. The 
second volume was published in the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth ; and for the Homilies . 
contained in this volume, we are, I believe, 
indebted chiefly to the labours of Bishop:. 
Jewell. ] ' 

The Homilies were intended to impress 
upon the people, at that time, a sense of . 
the purity of the Gospel, in opposition 1© 
the corruptions of Popery. But they 
contain * godly and wholesome doctrine,' ^ 
for every age of the church ; and although 

' Art. XXXV, 
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the reading of them publicly has fallen 
into general disuse, the greater part of thc^m 
amy be read with advantage, in private, 
as containing sound and valuable exposi- 
tions of Christian doctrine, and as power- 
fully enforcing the rules of the Christian 
life. 

In the times of which I have been speak- 
ing, Sermons, as the word is now com- 
monly understood, were delivered, at Hrst, 
only once in a quarter, and, afterwards, at 
intervals of a month. I need not say that, 
io these our own days, much more ample 
provision is made for giving effect to that 
part of the exhortation to godfathers and 
godmothers, contained in the office of bap- 
tism, which relates to * the hearing of ser- 
mons,' as an important means of Christian 
imtruction. But while we acknowledge, 
with thankfulness, the care which has been 
taken to provide for the due fulfilment of 
the above exhortation, we should always 
remember with what solemn emphasis our 
Church continues her address to godfathers 

£ 5 
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and godmothers, saying, * And chiefly ye 
shall provide, that they may learn the 
Creed, the Lord^s Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments, and all other things which 
a Christian ought to know and believe to 
his soul's health.'* It is this ^ health of 
the soul,' brethren, which is the one great 
end of all the ordinances of our most holy 
faith ; and, keeping this always in view, 
we may venture to affirm that valuable as 
preaching is as a part of our Church ser- 
vice, it is yet of much less value than the 
prayers ; the right exercise of which, like 
the pulse in the natural body, plainly indi- 
cates the life that exists within. 

But if prayer be indeed the pulse of 
the spiritual life ; if it be, in truth, the 
breath of God in man returning to its 
original, how is it that so many professed 
Christians should appear to despise the 
privilege of prayer, and to regard the 
sermon as all in all ? This is evidently the 
fault of itching ears and unsteady hearts. 

2 Office of Baptism. 
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^nd it would be well if all who profess 
atid call themselves Christians, would 
consider within themselves how certain 
it is that a preaching church, i. e. a 
church which exalts the ordinance of 
preaching, to the neglect or the dispa- 
ragement of the ordinance of prayer, can* 
not stand. It assuredly becomes us to 
be thankful, brethren, for the plenteous 
provision of preaching which we now en- 
joy ; but, at the same time, we must take 
good heed lest, as in the times before the 
great Rebellion, it should be exalted and 
abused, to the hindrance or the injury of 
any of the other ordinances of the church. 
If the body of professed Christians would 
show that they are desirous of becoming 
" wise unto salvation,*'^ they must learn 
to set their highest value on the most im* 
portant part of divine service. They roust 
remember that the sanctuary of the Lord 
is spoken of in Scripture, not as a house 
of preaching, but " a house of prayer."* 

3 2 Tim. iii. 15. * Isaiah Ivi. 7 : Matt. xxi. 13. 
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They, must learn, therefore, to love tlie 
prayers; and they may rest assured that 
they will then find all the edification from. 
the sermon to be, as it were, so much gaiq 
to them, over and above. 

The next part of the Communion Office 
is the ^ Offertorv;'^ consisting of seo-»- 
fences from Scripture, to be said by the 
minister, while the people are making their 
offerings. The custom of making offerings 
at the celebration of the Lord's supper is 
sanctioned by the express injunction of 
St. Paul ; ^ and this practice, instituted 
by the apostles, has been continued in all 
the subsequent ages of the church, up to 
the present day. 

Of the twenty sentences belonging to 
the Offertory, the first sixteen are taken, 
in consecutive order, from the New Testa- 
ment. The seventeenth and eighteenth 
are from the Apocryphal book of Tobit ; 
the nineteenth is from Proverbs ; and the 
twentieth from the book of Psalms. 

5 See Note V. 6 See 1 Cor. xvi 2. 
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If we pause for a while upon any oue of 
the passages here placed before us, it may 
serre to show us what abundant matter of 
holy meditation these Scriptures contain. 
Let us then take, for an example, the fol- 
lowing exhortation, abridged from a pas- 
sage in St.PauFs first epistle to Timothy : 
*^ Charge them who are rich in this world, 
that they be ready to give, and glad to 
distribute; laying up in store for them- 
selves a good foundation against the time 
to come, that they may attain eternal life."^ 
Upon turning to the context, in which 
these words are found, we find the apostle 
saying, a few verses before,® with peculiar 
emphasis, " They that will be rich fall into 
temptation, and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition/' This 
is followed by a word of solemn and 
earnest exhortation to " his own son in the 
faith ;" ^ after which he returns to the 
subject of worldly riches, and bids Timothy 

T See 1 Tim. vi. 17—19. « See verse 9. 

9 See chap. i. 2. 
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" charge them who are rich in this world, 
that they be ready to distribute, willing 
to communicate, laying up in store for 
themselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life." 

By attending to the exact force of the 
original^ word in the last clause, we 
clearly perceive that St. Paul, following 
up the image which he had introduced at 
the ninth verse, is here teaching us to re- 
gard riches as tending to weigh men down, 
and '' drown them in destruction and 
perdition." For he here represents those 
among the rich, who are " ready to dis- 
tribute, and willing to communicate," as 
escaping from a shipwreck. They have 
been graciously enabled to throw away all 
those '* foolish and hurtful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition." 
They shall rise, therefore, above the waves 
of this unquiet world, and shall '* lay hold 
on eternal life." 
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Yea, says the apostle, using another and 
equally expressive metaphor^ let them be 
'^ ready to distribute, willing to commu- 
nicate," and they shall ^' lay up in store 
for themselves a good foundation against 
the time to come." 

He here assures them that they shall 
^* lay up in store for themselves a good 
foundation ;* i. e. they shall exchange 
the sandy foundation of riches, on which 
they have hitherto been building, for ano- 
ther and a ^ good foundation.* They have 
learned, through divine grace, to " trust 
not in uncertain riches, but in the living 
God ;" ^ and they will show, therefore, by 
abounding in all good works, that they 
are united by a true and lively faith to 
" the chief corner stone,'* * and that they 
are " building up themselves on their most 
holy faith." ' 

He here assures them also that they 
shall lay up this good foundation " in 

3 ITiiD.vi. 17. * Eph. ii. 20. 

* Jude 20. 
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store for themselves.'* The children of 
this world, who go on heaping up riches,, 
heap them up not for themselves but for 
others : *' Surely every man walketh in.^ 
vain shew ; surely they are disquieted in 
vain : he heapeth up riches, and knoweth. 
not who shall gather them."^ But the , 
children of God, who, for Christ's sake,, 
and under the gracious influences of the 
Holy Spirit, are ready to give and glad to 
distribute, may be regarded as " laying 
up in store for themselves" a good foun- 
dation against the * hour of death, and 
the day of judgment.' '^ For by " doing 
good," and by being ". fruitful in every 
good work,*'® they show that they are 
^' abiding" in the '' True Vine,"^ and that, 
they have indeed "laid hold" of him, who 
is able not only " to keep us from fall- . 
ing,'' but also ** to present us faultless 
before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy." * 

6 Psalm xxxix. 6. 7 Litany. » Col. i. 10. 
9 SeeJohiixv. 1— 15. ^ Jiide 24. 
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After the sentences of the Offertory 
have been repeatedi either in whole or in 
part, at the discretion of the minister, the 
' oblations' of bread and wine, and the 
' alms' for the poor, being now placed upon 
the table, the minister invites the people 
to join mentally with him, while he pro- 
ceeds to offer up 'a prayer for the 

WHOLE state of CHRIST^S CHURCH MILI- 
TANT HERE IN EARTH.' And there seems 
to be a peculiar propriety in offering up 
this intercessory prayer, which is com- 
posed in the purest spirit of Christian 
charity, when the * alms' for the poor are 
now placed on the table of the Lord. For 
may we not say of the * alms' which ^* pro- 
ceed from love," * that they give efficacy to 
our prayers ; being, as it were, the wings 
with which those prayers ascend more 
rapidly towards the gates of heaven ? 

But while we thus humbly beseech 
God, * most mercifully to accept our alms 
and oblations,' we, at the same time, 

3 See Heb. vi. 10, as in the Offeitory. 
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plainly acknowledge that our charity 
should extend, whither our alms cannot 
reach. For we here recommend all man- 
kind to the mercy of him, who only is able 
to relieve all, and of whose bounty all have 
need. We pray, more especially, for ^ the 
universal church' of Christ, beseeching 
God to * inspire it continually with the 
spirit of truth, unity, and concord,'* and to 
' grant that all they that do confess his 
holy name, may agree in the truth of his 
holy word, and live in unity and godly 
love.' We then pray for all orders and 
degrees of men in that branch of ^ the uni- 
versal church,' which is established in 
this kingdom; after which we beseech 
our heavenly Father to give to all his 
people his heavenly grace, that ' with 
meek heart and due reverence they may 
hear and receive his holy word; truly 
serving him in holiness and righteousness 
all the days of their life.* Remembering, 
also, how we are exhorted to be mindful 

♦ See Note VI. 
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of '' them which suffer adversity, as being 
ourselves also in the body," ^ we most 
humbly beseech the Lord, ^ of his good- 
nesS) to comfort and succour all them, 
who in this transitory life are in trouble, 
sorrow, need, sickness, or any other ad- 
versity.' And remembering, lastly, how we 
are called upon to be ^^ followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises,"^ we conclude the prayer 
with ^ blessing God's holy name for all his 
servants departed this life in his faith and 
fear ; beseeching him to give us grace so 
to follow tlieir good example, that with 
them we may be partakers of his heavenly 
kingdom/'^ 

5 Heb.xiii.3. ^ Heb.vi. 12. 

f The last petition in the above prayer beautifully 
illustrates the full scope of the clause in the Apostle's 
Ci^ed respecting ' th^ communion of saints/ And the 
words of the petition have a peculiar emphasis, when 
repeated before the administration of the Lord's 
sapper, as showing that those who really partake of 
the body and blood of Christ, hold communion with 
all the blessed company of God's faithful people, 
whether in earth or in heaven. 
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Such is the manner in which we plead 
with God in the above prayer, ' for the 
whole state of Christ's church militant 
here in earth.' And is there any season, at 
which we can hope to make such inter- 
cession more effectually, than when we are 
about to commemorate the sacrifice of the 
death of Christ, the symbols of which are 
now placed upon the altar ? Indeed this 
sacrament of the holy communion has, 
with equal propriety and beauty, been 
styled the ' grand intercession,' For 
then it is that we may hope to intercede 
most efficaciously for all the world, when 
we devoutly commemorate that ' one obla- 
tion once offered,^ which opened a way of 
reconciliation for all, and by virtue of 
which our Divine Mediator still intercedes 
for all. 

But while I speak of the prayer for the 
church militant, as more peculiarly suited 
to that holy ordinance which has been so 
well described as the ' grand interces- 
sion,' I would also remind you, brethren, 
that the same spirit of intercession 
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breathes through every part of the Liturgy, 
and that all the services of our Church 
may be described as partaking of the same 
intercessory character. It is distinctly 
implied, in every page of the book of 
Common Prayer, that, as often as we meet 
together in the house of God, we meet as 
children of the same Father, and as bre- 
thren of the same Lord. And if our hearts 
responded to this solemn and affecting 
truth, our public worship would no longer 
wear the appearance of a cold and heart- 
less formality ; but all of us, both minister 
and people, would join together, as with 
one heart and one mouth, in praying not 
only to be delivered ourselves from every 
evil of body or of soul, but also to be 
heard in behalf of others. ® 

Yes, brethren, as often as you come to- 
gether to the house of prayer, you come to 
" pray one for another." And whether 
you regard others as praying for you^ or 
yourselves as praying for others^ consider, 
I beseech you, how this view of the nature 

8 See Note VI I. 
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as joint members of that one mystical 
body, of which Christ is the head I Yes, 
beloved, learn all of you to regard 
your fellow-worshippers in this most en- 
dearing light ; and you will feel your- 
selves constrained, by that Divine love 
which has been " shed abroad in your 
hearts,"* to offer up, in return, your 
earnest intercessions in their behalf at the 
throne of grace. 

2. This leads me to speak to you, in 
the next place, of the blessing which you 
may hope to derive to your own souls^ 
from the practice of devoutly interceding 
in behalf of others. And, believe me, 
brethren, it is under the deep and settled 
conviction that prayers of intercession are 
twice blessed, blessed to those by whom, 
as well as to those for whom, they ate 
offered up, that I desire, in conclusion, 
earnestly and affectionately to ui^e upon 
you, the importance of mingling inter- 
cessions with all your devotional ex- 
ercises. 

♦ Romans v. 5. 
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If it be of any importance that your 
hearts sliould become experimentally ac- 
quainted with the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height of Christian love, then 
mnst it be of supreme importance that 
yoa should be accustomed to the devout 
and frequent exercise of intercessory 
j^yer. *^ Ye have heard,"" says Jesus, 
^ that it bath been said, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy : 
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
than that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and perse- 
cote you ; that ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven." ^ Such 
is the extent to which your intercessions 
are to be carried. And certain it is that 
the man who has been taught, through 
divine grace, to give a proof of his love 
to others, by prajring even for his bitterest 
enemies, and by mixing this prayer with 
every act of bis devotion, must increase 

5 Matt. V. 43 — 45. 
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and go forward not only in Christian love, 
but in all the other graces of the Christian 
character. 

Yes, brethren, blessed indeed will be 
the effect of such intercessions, when 
they are uttered from the very ground of 
the heart. For, whatever may be the 
event of your supplications with regard 
to those who are the subject of them, they 
cannot have been offered up in vain. Your 
requests for them will at least be success- 
ful for yourselves: "Your prayer shall 
return into your own bosom.'* ^ Be earnest, 
then, in the exercise of intercessory prayer, 
and, through the gracious influences of the 
Holy Spirit, it will gradually remove all 
angry and feverish passions ; it will soften 
the heart into the most tender forbearance 
and compassion ; and it will be the best 
arbitrator to terminate all differences, and 
to clear up all misunderstandings. 

Did we only reflect that we are all 
God's creatures ; that we all depend 

^ Psalm XXXV. 13. 
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alike on his watchful providence ; and 
that we must ^^ all stand before the judg- 
ment-seat of Christ f^ these solemn con- 
siderations would of themselves tend to 
quell the tumults, and correct the dis- 
orders, of our unruly wills and affections. 
How much more, then, shall we abound 
in all the blessed fruits of the Spirit, 
when^ in our own chambers, in the bosom 
of our families, and in all the ordinances 
of public worship, we shall intercede with 
our common Father, through the mediation 
of our Advocate and High Priest, not only 
for all who are more peculiarly near and 
dear to us, but also in behalf of those who 
have meant or done us wrong ; yea, even 
i» behalf of those who persecute us with 
injuries undeserved, or with calumnies 
unprovoked. Surely if these intercessions 
come fiom the ground of our hearts, we 
shall know the power of such prayers 
better than by words. We shall then be 
no longer " straitened in our own bowels,'' * 

T Rom. xiv. 10. 8 2 Cor. vi. 11, 12. 

f2 
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but our hearts will be " enlarged," to cor- 
respond, according* to our measure, with 
the divine charity, till " we apprehend 
that, for which also we are apprehended,"^ 
catching the sarae spirit by which the Re- 
deemer was moved to lay hold on us, and 
"knowing the love of Christ which passeth 
knowledge/'^ 

My Christian brethren, may this truth 
sink so deeply into the hearts of us all, 
that, in our closets and in our families, 
we may be led earnestly and fervently to 
" pray one for another." And, under an 
increasing conviction of the importance of 
intercessory prayer, both as respects our- 
selves and others, may we approach the 
courts of the Lord's house, on each retuiH- 
ing sabbath, and especially at every fresh 
commemoration of the sacrifice of the 
death of Christ, not with the cold formality 
or the heartless indifference of many, who 
seem to regard the service as "nothing to 

9 Phil. iii. 12. 

^ Eph. iii. 19; and see Ogden's Sermon on Job 
xlii. 10. 
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them,"* but in the spirit of those who 
desire to join with all around them, as the 
fellow-members of Christ's mystical body, 
in askings for themselves and others, all 
those things which are ^ requisite and 
necessary as well for the body as the soul/ ^ 
Yea, may we all have grace to '^ look not 
every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others ;"^ and 
may we all show, by the holy importunity 
with which we pray ** one for another," 
that we enter, every one of us, into the 
wants and the trials of others, remembering 
how the Scriptures declare, of all true 
believers, that they, " being many, are 
one body in Christ, and every one mem- 
bers one of another." * 

s See Lam. i. 12. ^ Gen. Exhor. 

♦ Phil. ii. 4. 5 Rom. xii. 6. 
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Luke xiv. part of 18ih verse. 

AND THEY ALL WITH ONE CONSENT BEGAN TO 

MAKE EXCUSE. 

The prayer for the Church Militant is 
followed by two exhortations to re- 
ceive THE LORD^s SUPPER ; ^ the ouc of a 
more general character; the other, con- 
taining a special invitation, to be used 

1 ' It is needless to expect a precedent for these two 
exhortations in the ancient church. For there was 
then no solemn assemhly of Christians without a Com- 
munion ; and every one, not under censure, was ex- 
pected to communicate. —Dean Comber. 

F 5 



106 DISCOURSE V. 

when the minister shall see the people 
* negligent to come to the Holy Com- 
munion.* 

It is certain, brethren, that they who 
are habitually living in the faith, and fear, 
and love of God, can never be unprepared 
to approach him in any, the most solemn 
of his ordinances. And it is equally cer- 
tain that if we are not thus habitually 
mindful of the vows which are upon us, as 
the soldiers and servants of Christ Jesus, 
it is not the preparation of a day, or a 
week, or a month, which can qualify us 
for such an approach. But, at the same 
time, if it be true that ^^ in many things 
we offend all,'' and that " there is no man 
that sinneth not,"* every believer will rea- 
dily acknowledge how requisite it is that 
the most solemn mysteries should have 
the most solemn preparation. Under the 
Old Testament dispensation, the paschal 
lamb was to be chosen four days before it 

* See James iii. 2 ; 1 Kings viii. 46 ; Eccl. vii. 20 ; 
Prov. XX. 9. 
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was slain ; ' and is it not most meet, there- 
fore, that when we keep the feast of ^^ our 
passover,^ we should endeavour, in a 
more especial manner, to recollect our 
scattered thoughts, and so to fix them, by 
prayer and meditation, upon the Lamb of 
God, that we may be indeed prepared 
'^ to keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth ? "* 

In the opening sentence of the first 
EXHORTATION, we are reminded that the 
^ most comfortable sacrament of the body 
and blood of Christ, is to be received by 
believers in remembrance of his meritorious 
cross and passion, whereby alone we ob- 
tain remission of our sins^ and are made 
partakers of the kingdom of heaven/ It 
is here said, of Christ's meritorious cross 
and passion, that ' hereby alone we obtain 
remission of our sins, and are made par- 
takers of the kingdom of heaven/ And if 

3 See Ex. xii. 3. 6. * i Cor. v. 7, 8. 
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obviously the duty of every minister of 
Christ, as declared in the third sentence of 
the Exhortation, so to inculcate, on the 
one hand, the ^ dignity of this holy mys- 
teiy,** and, on the other, the necessity of 
self-examination, that all who approach 
the table of the Lord, may come * holy 
and clean to such a heavenly feast, in the 
marriage garment required by God in 
holy scripture, and be received as worthy 
partakers of that holy table.' The method 
of such self-examination is then subjoined ; 
after which, the exhortation closes with a 
word of the tenderest encouragement to 
every trembling penitent : * Because it is 
requisite, that no man should come to the 
holy communion, but with a full trust in 
God's mercy, and with a quiet conscience ; 
therefore if there be any of you, who by 
this means cannot quiet his own conscience 
herein, but requireth further comfort or 
counsel, let him come to me, or to some 
other discreet and learned minister of God's 

^ See Note IX. 
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word, and open his grief; that by the 
ministry of God's holy word, he may 
receive the benefit of absolution, to- 
gether with ghostly counsel and advice, 
to the quieting of his conscience, and 
avoiding of all scruple, and doubtful- 
ness/ 

But it is not only for the trembling 
penitent that an exhortation is provided 
cm the subject of these holy mysteries. 
If there are some who require the lan- 
guage of gentle and tender encourage- 
ment, there are thousands, and tens of 
thousands, whom the minister of the gos- 
pel is bound to address with all plainness 
of speech, that so, under the divine bless- 
ing, he may endeavour to ^^ sweep away 
the refuge of lies,''* with which they are 
miserably deluding and ensnaring their 
own souls. Accordingly, a second ex- 
hortation is provided for all such as are 
• negligent to come to the holy Com- 
munion ;' and it is so framed as to meet 

2 Is. xxviii. 17. 
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all the various excuses which are usually 
alleged for refusing or neglecting to par- 
take of the Lord's Supper. 

After instructing the minister to remind 
the people that they are ^ called and bid-^ ' 
den' to the Lord's Supper * by God him- 
self/ our Church bids him proceed as 
follows : * Ye know how grievous and un- 
kind a thing it is, when a man hath pre- 
pared a rich feast, decked his table with 
all kind of provision, so that there lacketh 
nothing but the guests to sit down ; and 
yet they who are called (without any 
cause) most unthankfuUy refuse to come. 
Which of you in such a case would not be 
moved ? Who would not think a great 
injury and wrong done unto him ? Where- 
fore, most dearly beloved in Christ, take 
ye good heed, lest ye, withdrawing your- 
selves from this holy Supper, provoke 
God's indignation against you. It is an 
easy matter for a man to say, I will not 
communicate, because I am otherwise 
hindered with worldly business. But such 
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excuses' are not so easily accepted and 
allowed before God« If any man say, I 
am a grievous sinner, and therefore am 
afraid to come : Wherefore, then, do ye 
Dot repent and amend ? When God calleth 
yon, are ye not ashamed to say ye will 
not come? When ye should return to 
God, will ye excuse yourselves, and say 
ye are not ready? Consider earnestly 
with yourselves how little such feigned 
excuses will avail before God. They that 
refused the feast in the gospel, because 
they had bought a farm, or would try 
their yokes of oxen, or because they were 
married, were not so excused, but counted 
unworthy of the heavenly feast. I, for 
my part, shall be ready, and, according to 
mine office, I bid you in the name of God, 
I call you in Christ's behalf, I exhort you, 
as ye love your own salvation, that ye will 
be partakers df this holy communion. 
And as the Son of God did vouchsafe to 
yield up his soul by death upon the cross 

» See Note X. 
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for your salvation ; so it is your duty to 
receive the coirnnunion in remembrance of 
the sacrifice of his death, as he himself 
hath commanded : which if ye shall neg*- 
lect to do, consider with yourselves how 
great injury ye do unto God, and how 
sore pimishment hangeth over your h^ads 
for the same ; when ye wilfully abstain 
from the Lord's table, and separate from 
your brethren, who come to feed on the 
banquet of that most heavenly food. 
These things if ye earnestly consider, ye 
will, by God's grace, return to a better 
mind : for the obtaining whereof we shall 
not cease to make our humble petitions 
unto Almighty God, our heavenly Father.* 
Ponder in your hearts, brethren, the 
words of this exhortation. Consider how 
you are affectionately invited, and ear- 
nestly pressed to come. Consider how 
your various scruples are' satisfied ; how 
your excuses are shown to be vain ; how 
your duty is made evident ; and how your 
peril in neglecting to communicate is fully 
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declared to you. Consider all these things, 
and then say whether you can habitually 
' separate yourselves from your brethren, 
who come to feed on the banquet of that 
most heavenly food/ without despising all 
the most powerful arguments, and all the 
most tender and moving appeals, which 
can be addressed either to your under- 
standings or to your affections, on this 
most solemn and affecting topic? 

Whether you say that you are sinful^ 
and dare not come, or that you are busy, 
and cannot come^ all such excuses are here 
shown to be vain and presumptuous in 
Grod's sight. 

1. Mf any man say, I am a grievous 
^nncTj and therefore am afraid to come : 
wherefore, then, do ye not repent ? ' "Be 
not deceived ; God is not mocked ; for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.*'* " And thinkest thou this, O 
man, that thou shalt escape the judg- 
ment of God? Or despisest thou the 

4 Gal. vi. 7. 
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riches of God's goodness, and forbearance, 
and long-suffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repent- 
ance ?'' ^ But if you shall indeed ^ repent 
and amend/ how blessed is the declaration, 
that ^^ as sin hath reigned unto death, 
even so shall grace reign through righte- 
ousness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ 
our Lord." ^ And if, therefore, you shall 
approach the table of the Lord, with a 
true penitent heart and lively faith, how 
will your hearts be comforted as you listen 
to that gracious declaration, which con- 
tains the sum and substance of the gospel 
message ; '^ This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all men to be received, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners." "^ 

2. But while there are some, who may 
thus vainly and ignorantly plead that they 
are sinful, and dare not come, how many 
are there who presumptuously plead that 

5 Rom. ii. 3, 4. 6 ibid v. 21. 

7 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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they are busy^ and cannot come to this holy 
table. ' It is an easy matter for a man to 
say, I will not communicate, because I am 
otherwise hindered with worldly business. 
But such excuses are not so easily ac- 
cepted and allowed before God/ ... ^ They 
that refused the feast in the gospel, be- 
cause they had bought a farm, or would 
try their yokes of oxen, or because they 
were married, were not so excused, but 
counted unworthy of the heavenly feast/ 

It has been noticed by some commen- 
tators, as a remarkable feature in the 
parable here referred to, that our Lord 
speaks of the purchase of the farm and 
the oxen, as having been already made ; 
so that obviously nothing could be more 
frivolous than for one purchaser to go 
merely to see his estate, and another to go 
merely to prove his oxen, just at the very 
hour when they were invited to the feast. 
This is a circumstance, which deserves to 
be pointed out ; because it will generally 
be founds that when men despise the invi- 
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mentation of the nature of the Christian 
life. And if you were all really mindfbl 
of this important truth ; if you indeed re- 
garded yourselves as " not your own,** but 
the Lord's, and as bound, therefore, to live 
to him, and to consider your time, your 
station, and your influence, as so many 
talents, to be employed in his service, and 
to his glory ; you would no longer speak 
and act as if there were something incom- 
patible between the requisitions of the goft* 
pel, and a due attention to all your worldly 
concerns ; but you would find the blessed 
realities of that gospel running, like a gol- 
den thread, through all the trials and cares, 
and amidst all the relations and all the cha- 
rities of life, to give a Christian character 
and a Christian complexion to them all. 

My brethren, as you regard the honour 
of your God, think not that the religion 
which comes from him, is a thing of su- 
bordinate concern, fit to be attended to 
then only, when you have nothing else to 
do. And, as you value your souFs health. 
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say not, as by such feigned excuses you 
Tirtually do say, that your worldly avoca- 
tions will not allow you leisure to be saved. 
Christianity is a religion for men of busi- 
ness, as well as for men of leisure : it is a 
religion for the intercourse of social and 
public life, as well as for the retirement of 
the closet. And its ordinances are not 
something, to which you are to betake your- 
selves so wholly and so exclusively, as to 
abandon every thing else : but they re- 
semble, rather, that sacred river, spoken of 
by the Psalmist,^ which accompanies the 
Christian pilgrim, as he passes through 
this weary world, to gladden and strengthen 
his heart, and to fill his soul with all the 
graces and consolations of the Spirit. Yes, 
beloved, the ordinances of the Church are 
provided, to sanctify all your thoughts, 
words, and actions; to comfort and encou- 
rage you in sustaining all your temporal 
cares ; and so to ^* renew you in the spirit 
of your mind,"* that you may learn to 

3 See Psalm xl?i. 4. ♦ Epli. iv. 23. 
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men, whereby you must be saved," ^ and 
whose is the only arm which can support 
you " through the valley of the shadow of 
death."'' And to say that your lawful 
worldly employments are incompatible with 
an habitual preparation for this holy sa- 
crament, what is this but to own your 
ignorance of a truth, which ought to be 
engraven on the heart of every Christian, 
viz. that even the most laborious calling 
or occupation is a talent which God has 
committed to our care ; and that it is our 
bounden duty to sanctify all our employ- 
ments, and all the most ordinary duties of 
daily life, by imploring the help of his 
grace, and by devoting them to his glory ? 
Whatever may be your state or condition 
of life, you have been placed in it, bre- 
thren, by the good providence of God ; 
and you may rest assured, therefore, that 
he requires you, not to forsake the duties 
of your several callings, but to consecrate 
them all, by a spirit of devotedness to his 

^ Acts iv. 12. 7 Ps. xxiii. 4. 



DISCOURSE V. 125 

service. He does not require the trades- 
man to forsake his shop, or the husband- 
man his labour ; but he does require all, 
in every state and in every condition of 
life, to make him the great end of all their 
actions, and the centre of all their designs. 
He requires his people to do all that they 
have to do in entire obedience to his word, 
and in unreserved submission to his will. 
If you are thus living to him, and not to 
yourselves, you can never be unprepared 
to come to the holy communion. And if 
you are not thus habitually devoting 
yourselves to God's service, it is not the 
devotions of a day, or a week, or a month, 
which can render you meet to be ' par- 
takers of that holy table.' 

No, beloved, you must learn, through 
divine grace, to live every day, as if you 
were daily to communicate ; and then, as 
often as you are invited to receive the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, instead of 
following those who, '* with one consent 
begin to make excuse,'* you will deem it 
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your privilege to prepare yourselves, in a 
more especial manner, for the reception of 
these holy mysteries. And if, after the 
most careful and solemn preparation, some 
of you shall still find that your merchan- 
dise, your farms, and your other ordinstry 
employments, mingle themselves at such 
seasons virith your exercises of devotion, 
you must consider this as a silent intima- 
tion that all these things have been exer- 
cising an undue influence over your 
thoughts and affections. And, feeling 
this, you must pray that, for the time to 
come, he whose you are, and v^rhom you are 
bound to serve, may be more stedfastly 
regarded by you as the one grand object 
of your desires ; that he may be in all 
your thoughts, words, and actions ; that, 
under a deep and increasing sense of all 
his mercies, you may give up yourselves 
wholly to his service : that, whether em- 
ployed in your worldly callings, or resting 
in the bosom of your families, you may 
still wear the " marriage-garment" re- 
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quired by God in holy Scripture, and 
tbaty after continually tasting and seeing 
how good the Lord is here on earth, you 
may be admitted hereafter among those 
blessed of the Father, who shall sit down 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, at '' the 
marriage supper of the Lamb/'" 

^ Rev. xix. 9. 
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1 Cor. xi. 26—32. 

FOR AS OFTEN AS T£ EAT THIS SmEAD, AKO 
DRIMK THIS CUP, TE DO SHEW THE LORD's 
DEATH TILL HE COME. WHEREFORE WHOSO- 
EVER SHALL EAT THIS BREAD^ AND DRINK THIS 
CUP OF THE LORD« UT^ORTHILT, SHALL BE 
GUILTY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF THE 
LORD. BUT LET A MAN EXAMINE HIMSELF, 
AND SO LET HIM EAT OF THAT BREAD, AND 
DRINK OF THAT CUP. FOR HE THAT EATETH 
AND DRINKETH UNWORTHILY, EATETH AND 

* The following discourse was published, soon after 
its delivery, at the earnest request of several members 
of my congregation. But it has long been out of 
print ; and it is now re-pubhshed, witli some altera- 
tions, to complete this series of discourses on the Holy 
Communion. 
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DRINKETH DAMNATION TO HIMSELF^ NOT DIS- 
CERNING THE lord's body. FOR THIS CAUSE 
MANY ARE WEAK AND SICKLY AMONG YOU, 
AND MANY SLEEP. FOR IF WE WOULD JUDGE 
OURSELVES, WE SHOULD NOT BE JUDGED. BUT 
WHEN WE ARE JUDGED, WE ARE CHASTENED OF 
THE LORD, THAT WE SHOULD NOT BE CON- 
DEMNED WITH THE WORLD. 

The second part of the Communion 
Office, or the more immediate and spe- 
cial PREPARATION, commences with an 

EXHORTATION TO BE ADDRESSED TO COM- 
MUNICANTS, AT THE TIME OF THE CELE- 
BRATION OF THE COMMUNION. And as 
the excuses which are so frequently urged 
for abstaining from the Lord's Supper, are 
usually grounded upon the above passage 
in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, 
which is introduced into this exhortation, 
I purpose, in the following discourse, to 
consider the scope of the apostle's lan- 
guage, earnestly praying that all who 
come to the holy communion, may so feel 
and lament their own unworthiness, that 
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they may be * received as worthy par- 
takers of that holy table/ 

In order to reform several scandalous 
abuses of the Lord's Supper, which had 
crept into the church of Corinth, St. Paul, 
in this part of his first epistle, leads back 
their views to the original institution of that 
solemn ordinance, and infers from thence 
the danger of profaning it. And the 
knowledge which he possessed of the his- 
tory of its institution did not depend, he 
tells them, upon any human tradition 
whatsoever ; but he had " received of the 
Lord," what he had also " delivered"^ to 
the Corinthian converts, in his discourses 
to them on this subject. Now if, as some 
have perversely or ignorantly surmised, 
the other apostles had mistaken the nature 
of what occurred at the last passover, and 
had founded the observance of the Eucha- 
rist on that mistake, it is certain that our 
Lord, in his new revelation to St. Paul, 
would have corrected the erroneous im- 

1 Verse 23. 
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pression. But in this remarkable fact, 
viz. that the institution of tiiis solemn 
and affecting ordinance made a part of the 
immediate revelation with which Christ 
honoured the apos.tie of the Gentiles, we 
have at once a proof of its importance, 
and an argument for its perpetual ob- 
servance in the Church. And, assuredly, 
whether we look to its original institu- 
tion, or its uninterrupted observance in 
the Church, we may well regard it as 
a perpetual monument of the truth, and 
of the peculiar character of the Chris- 
tian religion. For in the institution of the 
eucharistical supper, on the night pre- 
vious to our Lord's crucifixion, we have a 
convincing proof that he was no impostor ; 
since an impostor would never have insti- 
tuted a rite in commemoration of his own 
punishment as such. And in the uniform 
continuance of this holy service in the 
Church, we have a constant proof of the 
death and resurrection of Christ, and a 
plain confirmation of all his doctrines and 
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•omises ; since had not Christ been 
divine, and had not his disciples been 
persuaded that he was indeed " their 
Lord and their God,"* they would not 
have commenced, or desired to perpe- 
tuate, a service which recognises and 
declares the fact of hia ignominious sulfer- 
ings and death. 

^i. " For aa often," says the apostle, 
s ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord's death till he come." 
It is certain, therefore, that whenever, in 
conformity to our Lord's institution, we 
eat bread and drink wine as he hath com- 
manded, " in remembrance of him," we do 
so in remembrance of his death.^ His death, 
his crucifixion, his wounded body, and his 
blood, are the awful objects then set before 
us. His incarnation, his birth, his life, his 
miracles, and his resurrection, are, indeed, 
all of them proper objects for our frequent 
and devout meditations, and assuredly can 

* John XX. 28. 

■* See Ogden'a Sermons on 1 Cor. x\. 26. 
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never be frequently and devoutly thought 
of without the warmest feelings, and the 
holiest resolutions. But when we come 
to partake of the Lord's Supper, it is not 
any one of these which is the direct and 
immediate object of our attention, but his 
sufferings and death. He is set before us 
in this sacrament, as crucified and dying 
for us : " As often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's 
death till he come.'' 

To say, then, as some have said, that 
the communicant, under a sense of his 
relation to Christ, as his disciple, is to 
" eat this bread, and drink this cup," only 
in remembrance of him, as a person cor- 
porally absent, is obviously a very imper- 
fect, and therefore an untrue account. 
Absent he might thus be, had he never died : 
but we are to do it, beloved, in remem- 
brance of him, as one who suffered in our 
stead, and was crucified for us. To leave 
this out, is not only to omit what is indis- 
pensably necessary, but it is to withdraw 
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at attention from the very point on 
^hich it should be fixed above all others. 

* Take, eat," says Jesus, " this is my 
body which is broken for you," delivered 
up to suflfer violence on your account ; 
" This do in remembrance of me."^ 
" And this cup is the New Testament in 
my blood, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the remission of sins : this do 
ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance 
of me."* And what is it thus to cele- 
brate these holy mysteries, " in remem- 
brance of Jesus Christ,*' but to do, in 
our attendance upon the table of the Lord, 
what we ought to have done, could we 
have been placed at the foot of the cross ? 
May we ever enter upon the performance 
of this solemn service, in the spirit of pro- 
found humility and adoring love ! May 
we ever * draw near with faith,' trusting 

* not in our own righteousness, but in 

* Verse 24. 

* Verse 25, compared with Luke xxii. 20, and 
MatU xxvi. 28. 
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God*s manifold and great mercies !' May 
we ever remember the sufferings and the 
death of Christ, and so remember them, as 
to present ourselves " a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God ;" ^ desiring to 
live and die to him who died for us ; and 
to wage a perpetual warfare, under the 
banner of the cross, against all those evil 
inclinations and unholy desires, which are 
still striving to have dominion over us ! 

2. Having stated that the design of the 
Lord's Supper is " to shew his death till 
he come," St. Paul adds, as a necessary 
inference, that " whosoever shall eat this 
bread, and drink this cup of the Lord 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord," i. e., as we learn 
from the whole context in which this verse 
is found, Whosoever shall partake of this 
ordinance in a profane or irreverent man- 
ner, without lifting up the heart to Christ, 
or considering the great original purpose 
of its appointment, and without making 

^ Rom. xii. 1. 



DISCOURSE VI. 139 

ny discrimination between those sacred 
elements, which represent the Lord's body, 
as offered on the cross, and an ordinary 
meal ; whosoever shall thus partake of 
this holy ordinance, shall be " guilty of the 
body and blood of the Lord f he shall be 
chargeable with a share of the guilt con- 
tracted by those who were the betrayers 
and murderers of the Lord of life and 
glory ; by those who wounded his sacred 
body, and shed his precious blood upon 
the cross ! 

I have spoken, my brethren, of the con- 
text in which this verse is found, and I 
shall now refer to it more at length, in 
order to shew that St. Paul is here speak- 
ing, not of the unworthiness of the person, 
but of the action. All are unworthy re- 
ceivers ; and they only receive this holy 
sacrament worthily, who, under a deep 
conviction of their own unworthiness, have 
learned to utter, not only with their lips, 
but from the ground of their hearts, the 
confession of our church, saying, * We 
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do not presume to come to this thy table, 
trusting in our own righteousness; for 
we are not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under thy table.' The 
apostle, therefore, does not say, " if any 
unworthy person eat this bread, and drink 
this cup ;" but if any one shall thus eat 
and drink " unworthily ;" i. e. in a man- 
ner unbecoming so great and so sacred a 
duty, he shall be " guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord." 

And what this unworthy manner of re- 
ceiving the holy sacrament was, we gather 
plainly and fully from the context. For 
the apostle, speaking of the great dis- 
orders among the Corinthians in their 
Christian assemblies, reminds them that 
there were divisions among them, not only 
in other places, but in the church itself; 
and not only at other times, but also when 
they were actually receiving the Lord's 
Supper. " When ye come together, there- 
fore, into one place, this is not to eat the 
Lord's Supper ;" it does not deserve to be 
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called by that name ; "for in eating, every 
one taketh before other his own supper ; 
and one is hungry, and another is drunken. 
What ! have ye not houses to eat and to 
drink in ? or despise ye the church of God, 
and shame them that have not ? " ^ From 
these words, it is plain that the sin, which 
the apostle here reproves in the Corin- 
thians, was, that they ate the Lord's Supper, 
as if it had been common food, without 
expressing any respect or reverence for 
Christ's mystical body and blood. The 
great and the rich ate and drank to excess ; 
while the poor were left uncared for, and 
unprovided for. These, therefore, as St. 
Paul says, were " hungry," and the others 
" drunken."® Now to " eat and drink" 
thus " unworthily" was, to be " guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord ;'' it was 
to violate and profane the symbols of his 
body and blood, and so to be guilty, in a 
manner, of the same sin as his murderers 
in deriding and crucifying him. And he 

7 Verses 20—22. « Verse 21. 
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solemnly declares, respecting all such per- 
sons, that they ^^ eat and drink damnation 
to themselves, not discerning the Lord's 
body," i. e. not discerning by faith the 
Lord's body, signified by the outward 
signs of bread and wine, and, therefore, 
not making any difference between that 
and their ordinary food. 

The Greek word,^ which, in the above 
passage, and in this part of our Commu- 
nion Service, is rendered " damnation," is 
expressed in the margin of the Bible, by 
the word "judgment;" and this gives the 
exact force of the original term. It signi- 
fies only judgment, in general ; leaving 
its particular nature and extent to be de- 
termined by the circumstances of the place 
where it is used. Now it is evident that 
the apostle is not here speaking of eternal 
judgment, since he afterwards explains 
his meaning by observing that on account 
of these profanations, many of the Corin- 
thians had been visited by enfeebling and 

9 Kpi/ua. 
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wasting sickness, under which some among 
them were still languishing, while others 
were dead ; and, by describing the latter 
as *^ sleeping/' the apostle charitably 
hopes that it had been the death of be- 
lievers. To the same effect is his lan- 
guage in the thirty-second verse : " When 
we are judged, we are chastened of the 
Lord, that we should not be condemned 
with the world." Here he speaks of the 
judgments in question, as being fatherly 
chastisements, to prevent some worse con- 
demnation, and as being totally distinct, 
therefore, from eternal judgments; which, 
be it remembered, have nothing in them 
of the nature of a chastisement, but are 
entirely an act of vengeance. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, 
brethren, that these observations apply, 
with full force, to the portion of the Com- 
munion Office, in which the above passage 
is found. I will only add, that the word 
' damnation' did not always denote, in our 
language, as it now does, eternal misery. 
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Its use was simply equivalent to that of 
the word ^ judgment,' as now used among 
us. And we find, therefore, that when 
referring to eternal condemnation, the 
compilers of our Liturgy deemed it ne- 
cessary to say, with distinct and awful 
emphasis, ' From thy wrath and from 
everlasting damnation, good Lord deliver 
us.'^ 

3. If the view here taken be correct, it 
will necessarily follow that there cannot, 
be any thing in the mention of these 
judgments, which should deter persons 
from attending the Lord's Supper. Arid 
accordingly the apostle says, " Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup,"^ L e. let 
every man examine himself concerning the 
reality of his faith and repentance, the sin- 
cerity of his profession, .and his intentions 
in communicating ; not in order to find 
some reason for absenting himself, but 
that, after such self-examination and se- 

1 Litany. « Verse 28. 
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ious preparation of heart, he may, in a 
proper manner, commemorate the Lord's 
death, according to his appointment. And 
every one who habitually exercises this 
self-examination will assuredly discover 
that, in proportion as he becomes more 
and more acquainted with his own un- 
worthiness, he will better understand what 
it is * worthily* to approach the table of 
the Lord. He will know what it is to 
draw near with a ' true penitent heart and 
lively faith,' beseeching God to * accept 
this his bounden duty and service, not 
weighing his merits, but pardoning his 
offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 

My brethren, if you have accompanied 
me in the foregoing remarks upon the 
verses chosen for our text, and upon the 
context in which they are found, you will 
perceive how the view we have been 
taking of this important passage tends, on 
the one hand, to sweep away one of the 
most ordinary excuses for abstaining from 
the Lord^s supper^ and, on the other, to 

H 
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show the peculiar character of this sacred 
ordinance^ together with the singular be- 
nefits which they derive from it, who 
come, in the marriage garment required 
by God in holy Scripture, to * feed on the 
banquet of this most heavenly food.* 

I. Observe then, in the first place, how 
the passage before you meets that plea of 
juntvorthinesSy which is so often urged as 
an excuse for abstaining from the table of 
the Lord. They who advance this plea 
are, it is to be feared, too often content to 
support it by repeating the declaration of 
the church, that * the danger is great if we 
receive the same unworthily,* without 
being at the pains to consult the portion 
of Scripture, on which that declaration is 
founded. Now it has been my endeavour 
to show, in the foregoing observations, 
that the unworthiriess spoken of by St. 
Paul, and intended by our Church, is an 
un worthiness, not of the person, but of the 
action; and it must be quite evident, there- 
fore, that although the apostle's argu- 
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ment only leads him to speak of commu- 
nicating at the table of the Lord, the spirit 
of hk remarks is generally applicable to 
every act of worship. The Lord our God 
expressly demands the homage of the 
heart. We are repeatedly told, in the 
OkJ Testanpient, that we are to " give our 
heartsr to God ; » that we are to " serve 
him with perfect hearts and willing 
min4s ;'! and that our ^^ hearts" are to ^' keep 
his connnandments."' We are expressly 
told, also, in the New Testament, by him 
who is one with the Father, that we must 
" worship God in spirit and in truth."* 
And to all this is added the solemn decla- 
ration,: that the prayer of . the wicked is 
<< an abomination to the Lord.''^ It must 
foUow^ therefore, that the frame of mind, 
of which the apostle here speaks, as es- 
sential to a right participation of the holy 
communion, is nothing more than what is 
requisite to the right performance of every 

* 1 Chron. xxviii. 9 ; Prov. iiffl. xxiii. 26. 
4 John iv. 24. * Prov. xv. 8 ; xxviii. 9. 

H2 
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act of Christian worship, and that unless 
all our religious services be performed in 
the same reverential spirit, they are but 
mockery in the sight of God. 

Would you but follow up these obvious 
reflexions, you would find, all ye who ab- 
stain, upon the plea of unworthiness, from 
the most comfortable sacrament of the 
body and blood of Christ, that hearing, 
and reading, and praying unworthily, i. e. 
without a spirit of filial and reverential 
fear, or in the actual love and indulgence 
of any wilful sin, is as deserving of con- 
^ demnation, as communicating unworthily 
at the table of the Lord ; and you would 
find, therefore, that the excuses usually 
alleged for the neglect of this ordinance 
would, if pursued through their just con- 
sequences, hold, as strongly and as con- 
clusively, for casting off every branch of 
solemn worship which the Christian reli- 
gion enjoins. It is too common, brethren, 
to regard prayer, the reading or hear- 
ing of God's word, and the like, merely 
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as things of course. And yet there 
is not one of all these which, if it be 
rightly performed, does not require the 
same sorrow for our past sins ; the same 
stedfast purposes of amendment ; the same 
faith in Christ; the same love to our 
fellow-Christians and to all men, as the 
ordinance of the holy sacrament. So 
that no man can be accepted by God in 
any of these, who is really unfit to ap- 
proach the holy communion. In one 
word, the man who lives habitually not to 
himself but to God, can never be unpre- 
pared for a right participation of the 
Lord's Supper ; while the man who lives 
habitually not to God but to himself, can 
never come rightly prepared for that or any 
other Christian ordinance whatever.^ 

We freely admit, indeed, that whoever 
presumes to come to the Lord's table 
without such " an honest and good heart,"^ 

6 See Stanhope on the Epistle for Thursday before 
Easter. 

7 Luke viii. 15. 



150 DISCOURSE VI. 

as shows itself in an entire devotedness to 
God's glory, a simple obedience to his 
word, an unreserved submission to his 
will, and a growing conformity td' the 
Saviour^s image, is liable, till he repeitt 
of that his presumption, not only to the 
temporal judgments spoken of in the text, 
but also to eternal condemnation. Let it 
be remembered, ho\vever, that they who 
have not such " honest and good hearts,^ 
are in a state of condemnation, whether 
they come to the holy sacrament or not. 
And although the guilt of such persons 
mast be fearfully aggravated by the pre- 
sumption and hypocrisy of making open 
vows of obedience, with secret reso^ 
lutions to continue in disobedience ; yfet 
still, as long as the heart is not right in 
the sight of God, a man has nothing to 
expect but eternal condemnation, even 
though he never approach the table of the 
Lord. They, therefore, who come not at 
all, and they who come presumptuously, 
and therefore unworthily, are alike " bring- 
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ing upon themselves swift destruction ; 
the former, because they will not use, the 
latter, because they profane and abuse 
the remedy which God hath in mercy pro- 
vided for our sinful race ! ^ 

But tell me, brethren, as many among you 
as have made this passage in Scripture a 
pretext for abstaining from the Lord's Sup- 
per, why is it that you wish to seek ex- 
cuses for withdrawing from that, which 
our Church so truly describes as a ' ban- 
quet of most heavenly food ?' If you deal 
honestly with yourselves, you will find 
that it is because your hearts are really 
more set upon the world than upon God ; 
and because, therefore, you are really 
afraid of binding yourselves, by a solemn 
engagement, thus renewed, as it were, at 
the foot of' the cross, to " set your affec- 
tions on things above, not on things on 
the earth." ^ 

8 2 Peter ii. 1. 

9 See Bisbop Gibson on tbe Sacrament, and Dean 
Stanbope as above. 

1 Col. iii. 2. 
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Again ; how is it that you appear to 
shrink from the great danger of " eating 
and drinking unworthily," and yet that 
you never lay to heart the more fearful 
danger to which they are exposed, who, 
* by wilfully abstaining from the Lord's 
table/ virtually " deny the Lord that 
bought them ?" * Christians are assured 
that if they will " judge themselves,'' they 
shall not be visited with the judgments 
spoken of in the text. But even when 
they " are'' thus *' judged, they are chas- 
tened of the Lord, that they should not be 
condemned with the world." For there 
remaineth " a day of wrath and re- 
velation of the righteous judgment of 
God."' And if you continue, therefore, 
thus obstinately and perversely to " de- 
spise the riches of God's goodness," it is 
our bounden duty, as ambassadors for 
Christ, to warn you of the wrath, which, 
" after your hardness and impenitent 

hearts, you are treasuring up unto your- 

« 

* 2 Peter ii. 1 . * Rom. ii. 6. 
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selves." * But if you will only attend to the 
things which belong unto your peace, the 
message, which it is our duty and our pri- 
vilege to make known, is a message of 
love. ** Knowing the terror of the Lord," 
says the apostle, " we persuade men," re- 
minding them that '^ we must all appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ.'' * But, 
as he emphatically subjoins, it is ^^ the 
love of Christ," which " constraineth us ; 
because we thus judge that if he died for 
all, then were all dead : and that he died 
for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
him which died for them and rose again. "^ 
And, in like manner, although our scrip- 
tural church enjoins her ministers to re- 
mind all, who wilfully abstain from the 
Lord's table, that, by ' withdrawing them- 
selves from this holy supper, they provoke 
God's indignation against them,' yet she 
tells them, at the same time, to employ 
the following earnest and touching ap- 

♦Rom.ii.4,5. « 2 Cor. v. 11, 10. 6 2Cor. v. 14, 15. 

h5 
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peal, which breathes the genuine spirit 
of Christian tenderness and affection : * I 
bid you in the name of God ; I call you 
in Christ's behalf; I exhort you, as ye 
love your own salvation, that ye will be 
partakers of this holy communion.' 

2. The part of the exhortation, to 
which I have now been calling your at- 
tention, is followed up by a brief but 
forcible passage, descriptive of the dying 
love of * our Master and only Saviour 
Jesus Christ ;' and I am well persuaded, 
brethren, that we shall never succeed in 
sweeping away any of the various ex- 
cuses which may be alleged for the ne- 
glect of such a duty as this, unless we 
can employ the * expulsive power of a new 
affection ;'^ unless we can employ a new, 
and animating, and all-constraining mo- 
tive, which, with the assistance of God's 
holy Spirit, shall effectually dislodge all 
vain imaginations, and reign as a master- 
principle within, to * direct, sanctify, and 

7 Dr. Chalmers. 
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govern our hearts and our bodies in the 
ways of God's laws, and in the works of 
his commandments.'® I ask you^ there- 
fore, in conclusion, to dwell upon that pe- 
culiar character of the sacrament of the 
LoriTs Supper^ which makes it so wonder- 
fully suited to radiate to the hearts of all 
fiuthfol communicants, an appeal most 
intelligible in its nature, and most con- 
straining in its influence. 

*^ As often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's 
death till he come." His death, his cru- 
cifixion, his wounded body, and his blood, 
are the awful and affecting objects here 
set before you. Look up, then, dearly 
beloved, as often as you shall approach 
the holy Sacrament, to *^ the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all/'^ 
Look to him as dying for the remission 
of your sins; as washing them away in 
his precious blood ; as suffering that you 

8 Collect at the end of the Communion Office. 

9 Hebrews x. 10. 
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may be saved. Look up, with faith, to 
" the offering of that body ;" and as you 
thus read, in broad and legible characters, 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, which 
nothing less than the blood of the Son of 
God could expiate, let your whole minds 
be set against it, and let your whole souls 
be taught to loathe and to abhor it. Look 
up to ** the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all f and, as you thus 
look, exercise your faith in Christ for the 
pardon of all your sins, and wash your- 
selves in that blood of the Lamb of God 
which cleanseth from all unrighteousness. 
Pray, also, that you may derive power 
and strength from Christ to withstand the 
temptations of the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, and to serve God in holiness 
and righteousness all the days of your 
life. Pray that you may ^ dwell in Christ, 
and Christ in you ;' that you may ' be one 
with Christ, and Christ with you;' and 
that, through the blessed influences of the 
Holy Spirit, your repentance may be re- 
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newed, your fiuth confirmed, jour sins 
weakened, your graces strengthened, your 
hearts comforted, and your souls fitted 
to live with Christ here and hereafter. 
While you are kneeling round his table, 
touched with adoring love to that heavenly 
Father, who gave his Son to die for you ; 
and affected with sentiments of the most 
tender and the most unreserved devotion 
to him, who gave himself for you ; embrace 
also, with your good will, all mankind 
for his sake. And rise up from these 
holy exercises of faith, and hope, and 
love, to enter again upon the diligent and 
cheerful practice of every thing that is 
" lovely and of good report ;" * of every 
thing that is conformable to such senti- 
ments and such affections, and to the ob- 
ligations laid upon you by his infinite 
love. Yes, beloved, let this devout wor- 
ship of the God of your salvation, be ac- 
companied by a careful and holy obe- 
dience to his commands; and then you 

iPhiLiT.8. 
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may indeed rejoice in the blessed hope 
that, with your " robes washed, and made 
white in the blood of the Lamb,"* you shall 
be removed from these services and sacra- 
ments on earth, ^^ to eat and drink at his 
table in his kingdom !" * 

« Rev. vii. 14. 

8 Luke xxii. 30. And see Ogden as above. 
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Ephesiams ii. 6. 

GOD HATH RAISED US UP TOGETHER, AND MADE 
US SIT TOGETHER IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN 
CHRIST JE8CS. 

The portion of the Office, on which we 
entered in the last discourse, extends to 
the end of that short but animated hymn 
of praise, termed the tersanctus, or the 
THRICE HOLY. And this division of it is 
admirably suited to *lift up our hearts' 
from earth to heaven ; that so we may 
join in the melody of the heavenly hosts, 
and, in the language of Chrysostom, 
* stretch forth the wings of our souls to 
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fly with the seraphim, round the hea- 
venly throne !' 

Keeping in view the importance of thus 
' lifting up our hearts unto the Lord,' we 
shall the more fully comprehend the force 
and beauty of that scriptural and pathetic 
EXHORTATION, to a part of which I have 
already invited your attention. It is evi- 
dently implied that the persons here ad- 
dressed have really desired, in faith and 
in prayer, to * put on the marriage garment 
required by God in holy Scripture ; in 
other words, that they are approaching 
these holy mysteries under a deep sense 
of their own unworthiness, and with a 
heartv desire so to receive the sacred 
pledges of pardon and peace, that 
they may * spiritually eat the flesh of 
Christ, and drink his blood ;' that, they 
may ' dwell in Christ, and Christ in them;' 
that they may be * one with Christ, and 
Christ with them.' * But we all know, 
brethren, how difficult it is to keep our 

1 See Note XI. 
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lamps alwajTS bright and burning, amidst 
the thick and polluted atmosphere of this 
sinful worlds We all know how con- 
tinually the avenues of our hearts are 
beset by the engagements and occupations 
of our daily life, and how apt these are to 
encroach even upon our holiest exercises 
of prayer and praise. And we must all 
feel that,' in proportion as we suffer the 
things of the world thus to gain a footing 
upon holier ground, we shall become un- 
able tO' ' lift up our hearts unto the Lord,' 
and to ' consider his body.' We are here 
mercifully warned, therefore, that if, when 
all things are now prepared for us, we 
shall allow our hearts to wander abroad 
after our merchandise and our farms, and 
thus to fall from heaven to earth, we shall 
' kindle God's wrath against us, and shall 
provoke him to plague us with divers 
diseases, and sundry kind» of death.' 

* Judge therefore yourselves, brethren, 
that ye be not judged of the Lord ;' i. e. 
that ye be not visited with any of those 
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temporal judgments, to which his people 
are justly exposed, when they receive the 
Communion in any other spirit than that 
of reverence and godly fear. Examine 
yourselves, therefore, whether by a * true 
repentance for your sins past,' by * a lively 
and stedfast faith in Christ our Saviour ;' 
and by * amending your lives, and being 
in perfect charity with all men,' you are 
indeed ' meet partakers of those holy 
mysteries.' Yes, beloved, search carefully 
into all the chambers of imagery within 
your hearts ; and while you are exercising 
this severe judgment upon yourselves, 
consider * how great is the benefit, if with 
a true penitent heart and lively faith you 
receive that holy sacrament.' For you 
will * then spiritually eat the flesh of 
Christ, and drink his blood;' you will 
' dwell in Christ, and Christ in you ;' you 
will be 'one with Christ, and Christ with 
you.' And thus it is that you will be able 
to set your seal to the declaration of our 
Church, that the heavenly banquet, of 
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which you are invited to partake, is indeed 
a ' holy communion/ 

It is a ^ holy communion/ because all 
who approach the table of the Lord, * with 
a true penitent heart and lively faith/ are 
united to each other by one common bond, 
as fellow-members of one body. It is a 
' holy communion,' because, in these 
sacred mysteries, there is also a mutual 
union between Christ and every true be- 
liever; insomuch that the soul which 
unites itself to Christ, in faith and in 
prayer, receives in return from Christ all 
those blessed influences and gracious as- 
sistances, by which it is strengthened and 
invigorated in holiness. It is a ^ holy 
communion,' because it is not only a 
* badge or token of our Christian profes- 
sion,' but also a ' certain sure witness, and 
effectual sign of grace, and God's good 
will towards us, by the which he doth 
work invisibly in us, and doth not only 
quicken, but also strengthen and con* 
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upon their knees/ Upon the language of 
this short, but most earnest and touching 
INVITATION, it cannot be necessary that I 
should offer a single comment. And if I 
pause for a while, upon the general 
CONFESSION which follows, it is only for 
the purpose of remarking how strongly it 
is here declared, that a deep sense of our ' 
own unworthiness is absolutely indispen- 
sable to the worthy receiving of the holy 
sacrament. For if the language of this 
confession be the language which every 
true believer should adopt, as he draws 
near the table of the Lord ; it plainly fol- 
lows that they receive this holy sacrament 
most worthily, who, feeling most deeply 
their own unworthiness in God's sight, do 
indeed heartily acknowledge that * the re- 
membrance of their sins is grievous unto 
them, and the burden of them intolerable/ 
And in truth, my brethren, if the Scrip- 
tures* declare to us that for every secret 

^ See Prov. xxiv. 9 ; Matt. xii. 36 ; xv. 19 ; and 
Rom. ii. 6 ; compared with iii. 20. 
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" thought,'* for every " idle word/' and for 
every evil " deed," God will bring us into 
judgment ; then have we abundant reason 
to say, in language of the lowest self-abase- 
ment, ^ we acknowledge and bewail our ma- 
nifold sins and wickedness, which we, from 
time to time, most grievously have com- 
mitted, by thought, word, and deed, against 
thy Divine Majesty, provoking most justly 
thy wrath and indignation against us;' 
and to add, in terms of earnest supplica- 
tion, * Have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father; for thy 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive 
us all that is past ; and grant that we may 
ever hereafter serve and please thee in 
newness of life, to the honour and glory of 
thy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen/ 

At the end of the General Confession, 
it is enjoined in the Rubric, that ^ the 
priest, (or the bishop being present,) shall 
stand up, and, turning himself to the 
people, pronounce the absolution,' which 

I 
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is imknediately subjoined. In thuB direct- 
ing the. priest to ^ stand up and' turn to 
the people' ^ our Church sufficiently de<- 
clareB that the form which follows is more 

^ * During the whole time of the priest's officiating 
at the Communion, he is directed to kneel only thrice ; 
viz. at the Confession, at the Collect hefore the 
prayer for Consecration, and at the act of receiving. 
In every other part of the office he is to stand* This 
was the practice of the ancient Church ;. and ,th.e 
attitude was probably borrowed from the service of 
the temple, where the legal sacrifices were offered by 
the priest standing. Between the legal and evan- 
gelical sacrifice, there is the same cori^pondence that 
exists between the shadow and the substanoe^ The 
Christian priest offers up the incense of prayers, 
praises, and alms ; the oblation of ourselves, our soi^b, 
and bodies ; and the memorial of the sacrifice of the 
Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world. At 
the Confession, and the Collect before the pra3^r of 
Consecration, which form no part of these oblationfii, 
he kneels. And he receives the elements kneeling, 
because that is the posture prescribed by the Church 
of England to all that communicate. But in every 
other part of the service, it was, as I conceive,* the 
intention of the Church that the priest should stand.* 
—Shepherd, ii. p. 100. 
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than a bare prayer for tke peofde. For if 
the priest or the bishop were praying for 
the people, he would not be directed, in 
speaking, to ^ stand and tnm to them/ 
but to turn from them to God. This ges- 
ture of standing and turning to the people 
clearly indicates a message from God to 
the people, by the mouth of his priest It 
is like a father's blessing, which has al- 
ways been believed to convey, as well as 
crave, the benediction. It is an affecting 
exercise of the ministry of reconciliation ; 
it is a solemn application of pardon to the 
pebitent by God's minister, who says, in 
effect, * Almighty God pardon you by me.' 
The form is borrowed from the Greek 
Church, where it was customary to say, 
^ Almighty God pardon you by me his un* 
worthy servant ;' or, * Lord, pardon him, 
for thou hast said, •' Whose sins ye remit, 
they are remitted;" ' sometimes expressing, 
but always including, God's commission.^ 

7 Bishop Spanrow's * Rationale of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer/ 

l2 
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And oh I . how blessed is the assurance 
which, the ministers of Christ are thus 
commissioned to repeat to, all true penitent 
sinners! How full of every thing whiclt 
the contrite can need, or desire, to cheer 
their hearts 1 Are they miserable ? Here 
is * mercy.' Are they sinful ?, Here^ i^ 
* pardon.' Are they liable to punishment ? 
Here is * deliverance.* Are they desirpua 
but unable to do good ? Here is * strengjth. 
and confirmation.' Are they fearful,, ^f 
death and hell? Here is ^heaven imd 
everlasting life.' ® . . . « 

But it is possible that some of you m^^ 
find your souls so weighed. down hy^a 
sense of the exceeding sinfulness of >in^ 
that you are almost unable to look up; 
and when you hear, therefore,, of ; the^i^ 
great and precious promises, you; i^ay.b^ 
almost tempted to doubt whether ypu.m^j 
apply to yourselves the assuraiuces of 
mercy and grace, whiqh the absplutipn 
contains. Now, can you r«ally say^ bre'- 

8 Dean Comber. 
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thren, that * with hearty repentance and 
true faith/ you have really * turned to 
him/ who has redeemed us with his most 
precious blood ? ' Can you say that, not- 
withstanding the strength of indwelling 
corruption, and notwithstanding the sins 
which you have * grievously committed 
against God's divine Majesty/ you are 
still desiring to live to Christ, and still 
endeavouring, through the power of his 
grace, " to bring into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ?"* 
If so, listen to the sentences from 
Scripture, which follow the Absolution. 
* Hear,' first of all, * what comfortable 
words our Saviour Christ saith unto all 
that truly turn to him :' " Come unto 
me all that travail and are heavy laden, 
and I will refresh you." * " So God loved 
the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, to the end that all that believe in 
him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life/'* Do you still ask whether, 

9 2 Cor. X. 5. 1 Matt. xi. 28. 2 John iii. 1 6. 
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Miained^ as yoii^ are with impeFfection and 
defitemeiit, yoii may regard yotirselves as 
objects bf fedeefnidg loVe? * Hear also 
%hat St. Paul salth:' *' This is a true 
saying, and worthy of all tneii to be fe^ 
ceived, that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners."* And if, under a 
growing conviction of the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin, you are yet prompted to 
ask, how can these things be ? * Hear 
also what St. John saith :' " If any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he is the 
propitiation for our sins." ' 

Our Lord and his apostles are here in- 
troduced by our Church, as three wit- 
nesses, for the purpose of encouraging peni. 

* 

tent sinners to come to the Lord's Siipper. 
They all attest the same great point, the 
power and willingness of Christ' t^ Save 
sinners. But the quotation frottl St." -John 
carries the subject ftitthei^ ' th^ri the testi- 
monies produced frotn th6 words of our 

2 ITim.i. 15. 3 1Jobnii. 1. 
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Lord, and. his apoaUe, St. Paul. The first 
sentence is jsax invitatian to ^^ the weary 
and heayy laden" to come to Christ, ac- 
QOii^panied by a promise, from his omoi 
blessed lips, that '^ he will give them rest/' 
The second is an assurance that this invi- 
tation is Sanctioned by the will and good 
pleasure of the Father, who '* so loved the 
world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." 
The testimony from St. Paul informs us, 
that Christ Jesus, thus commissioned from 
the Father, did actually " come into the 
world to save sinners." But the testimony 
from St John adds to all these ' comfort- 
able words,' the gracious assurance that 
" Jesus Christ the Righteous/' having 
jSnish^d, the work of redemption which 
yyaj^ given hitn to do, has ascended to his 
J^Mher, In whose presence he appears as 
"x)ur, Advocate," and that bis blood, the 
efficacy of which is pleaded by himself 
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; Mr. : ' . , 

before the thrpne of mercy, has -virtufi to 
fileapse the conscience from all sin. , 
,.Now it is that, in the VE^sicLBSi, the 
9)inister proceeds to call upon the people, 
who have been listening to these comfort- 
ably words of Christ and his apostles, rto 
* lift up their hearts,' * and to unite with 
him in * giving thanks unto our Lord God/ 
And assuredly, brethren, if it be ' very 
meet, right, and our bound en duty, that 
we should at all times, and in all places, 
give thanks unto the Lord, the holy Father, 
the Almighty, Everlasting God/ more 
especially are we bound, in this part of 
the Communion OflSce, to give thanks 
unto him for that which is past, the gra- 
cious promise of absolution ; to praise him 
for that which flows from it, the grace that 
elevates the believer's heart ; and to bless 
him for that which is at hand, the banquet 
of his Son's most precious body and blood. 
' Therefore,' as the minister and people 

4 See Note XIV. 
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jointly declare, in the elevated language of 
the seraphic hymn, or Tersanctus,* * with 
angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magiiify 
thy 'glorious name; evermore praising 
thee, and saying. Holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of 
thy glory : Glory be to thee, O Lord most 
high/ And it is also provided that, on 
each of the great Christian festivals, the 
priei^ shall repeat * a proper preface,** 
setting forth the subject of praise peculiar 
to such festival, before he joins with the 
congregation in giving utterance to the 
sibbve anitnated and triumphant hymn. 

Hetey therefore, we are emphatically re- 
mindierf that the holy sacrament is indeed 
a feast of joy and thanksgiving ; and when 
wfe join, as with one heart and one mouth, 



■■=:»cH 



.^ Vjt is probable that this hymn has b^n used in 
tlie Christian Liturgy of the East and Westj since the 
age of the apostles.' — Palmer's * Origines Liturgicae, 
vol. ii. p. 126. 
« See Note XV. 

l5 
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iti A^^lt^a bf the^abore didttl^ desirifig 
th?at MeaVen • arid' ^eiarth • may unite in cue 
sWfeet iatrd' Ibvely cbncord, we hold goi»* 
munion with the Christians of the earliest 
times. For we learn, from church history, 
that the early Christians would not receive 
the Lord's Supper on days of fasting and 
humiliation, because, as often as they par^ 
took of this heavenly banquet, they deemed 
themselves called upon to rejoice with joy 
unspeakable, and to bless the Thrice 
Holy with such mighty vigour, that as the 
angels make the upper, so they might 
make the lower region, echo with his praise. 
Indeed the whole office has been very 
generally denominated the * Eucharist,* /. e. 
* the sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise ;' 
and such is the light in which it was evi- 
dently regarded by the compilers of our 
Liturgy. For it deserves to be remarked, 
that while there are prefaces appointed for 
the festivals of Christmas, Easter, Ascen- 
sion, Whitsunday, and Trinity, there is 
not any preface appointed for Good Friday, 
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tliat being the great day of the Atoaen;i^nt| 
wbA beiog designedi therefore, to be ob^ 
served as a most solemn day of fasting and 
humiliation.^ 

^.It is stated by Nelscm, in hb ' Companion for the 
Festivals and Fasts of the Church of England/ that, 
in the early Church, the people were bound to fast the 
whole of Good Friday, till the priest, toward evening, 
widi a loud voice, did proclaim public absolution ; 
and this upon the penalty of being excluded from the 
Lord's table at Easter. Dean Comber adduces the 
authority of an ancient writer to the same effect. And 
it is evident, therefore, that our reformers followed the 
practice of the primitive Christians. But in the pre- 
sent day, the holy Communion is generally adminis- 
tered on Good Friday as well as on Easter Day, in 
consideration of the numbers who usually Dock to tlie 
table of the Lord at that particular period of the Chris- 
tian year. 

At the same time, it might perhaps be alleged, as 
an argument in favour of the modem practice, that 
the appointment of Collects, Epistles, and Gospels, 
both for Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, would at 
least seem to leave the matter to the discretion of the 
minister. And, indeed, while it must be admitted 
that, in this instance, we depart from the usage of the 
early Christian church, it should, in fairness, be also 
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^ I4 lUpou reviewing this portioD of the 
Qoinmunion Office, may we not say, bre* 
thren, in the language of the text, that of 
a truth ^^ Grod hath raised us np together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus ? ^ For are we not " raised 
up together,'' to heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus," when * with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, we 
laud and magnify his glorious name ? ' 
Dwell, I beseech you, upon the full im- 
port of the language here employed : * All 
the company of heaven.' * Heretofore,' 
says Chrysostom, * this hymn was sung 
only by the angelic host ; but after the 
Lord had vouchsafed to appear on earth, 
he brought this melody to the children of 
men/ While, therefore, the * cherubim and 

stated that, in those days, the Agapae/ or feasts of 
charity, always accompanied the holy Communion. 
It is manifest, therefore, that, under such circumstances, 
there would have been, on days of solemn fasting and 
humiliation, an incongruity in the administration of 
the Eucharist, which does not apply to the rite, as now 
administered in the Church. 
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seraphim are still 'continnally crying; H<^ly9 
holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth ; heaven 
and earth are fall of the Maje^y of thy 
glory;' other voices are heard to mingle in 
this triumphant chorus. For ^ the glorious 
company of the apostles, the goodly teU 
lowship of the prophets, and the noble 
army of martyrs,' join in the melody of 
the armies of heaven. Yea, * Lord God 
of hosts,' we, also, who are yet militant on 
earth, are permitted to join in the mystical 
songs of the heavenly choir : * We,' also, 
* praise thee, O God ;' * we/ also, * ac- 
knowledge thee to be the Lord/ ^ 

For if, when Christ * overcame the 
sharpness of death, he opened the king* 
dom of heaven to all believers ;' must it 
not follow, that all, whose " robes are 
washed, and made white in the blood of 
the Lamb," ® are now invited to " sit toge- 
ther in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ?" 
Some of this blessed company are yet en- 
gaged in " running the race which is set 

TTeDeum. sRev.rii. 14. 
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before them/' while others have joined 
" the cloud of witnesses" above ;^ but all 
the redeemed of the Lord, whether in hea- 
ven or in earth, hold communion one with 
another, as belonging to that ^ united 
family of saints,' which is ^ named to be* 
the universal church of Christ/ ^ And we 
know, also, that every member of this holy 
family sings a louder and a sweeter note 
than the highest of the angelic host. For 
though angels and archangels can unite in 
ascribing " blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power," unto the Lord God of 
Sabaoth, they cannot say, with the armies 
of the redeemed, '* Unto him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father ; to him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever."* Though 
angels and archangels can say, with a 
loud voice, *' Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain to receive power, and riches, and 

9 Heb. xii. 1. ' Bishop Hall, on Eph. iii. 15. 

2 Rev, i. 6, 6. 
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wisdoiPi and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing/^ they cannot say, 
" Salvation to our God, and unto the 
Lamb." This is the " new song,'' even the 
song peculiar to the '^ redeemed of the 
Lord ;" for they, and they only, can say, 
'^ Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
open the seals thereof; for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
and people, and nation ; and hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests." ^ 

2. But is it thus, brethren, that you are 
indeed ** raised up together ;'* and is it 
thus that you ^^ sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus ? " Is it thus that, 
with your minds elevated above all earthly 
things, and with hearts inflamed with a 
sense of redeeming love, you continually 
approach these holy mysteries, desiring to 
join, not only with angels and archangels, 
but with all the company of heaven, in 
lauding and magnifying God's glorious 

3 See Rev. v. and vii., compared with xiv. 3. 
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name ? If there are some of you who an- 
si^er , No : nay, if some of you would gladly 
seek excuses for * separating yourselves 
from your brethren, who come to feed on 
the banquet of this heavenly food,^ why ih 
this, but because you have not any real, 
experimental knowledge of Christ and his 
salvation ? Instead of speaking often/6ne 
to another, of the things which concern the 
salvation of your souls, do you not shrink, 
rather, in the ordinary intercourse of daily 
life, from any mention of the Saviour^iS 
name, as if the faith and practice of the 
Christian were actually to be regarded as 
two opposite and independent principles ? 

• 

And is it not a mournful consequence of 
this practical unbelief, that the mention of 
the Lord's Supper seems, with many atnofng 
you, to strike with a harsh and gratii^ 
sound, upon your ears, instead of cortiing 
home to your hearts, with a sweet, atfd 
blessed, and healing influence; as the Sa- 
viour's invitation to perishing sinners ? 
And yet, brethren, if this be the cha- 
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racter of your daily conversation, how can 
you ever pour forth one effectual prayer 
at th^ throne of grace ? It is only in the 
name of Jesus that we may come with 
boldness to that throne, to " obtain mercy, 
and. find grace to help in time of need.'* ^ 
And they only know how to ask in the 
name of Jesus, who, at all times and in all 
places, show that they feel and lament 
their own sinful hearts and lives, and that, 
haying ^^ fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope set before them/' * they desire to 
^* worship God in the spirit, to rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and to have no confidence in 
the flesh." ^ If, therefore, while you daily 
utter, with your lips, the name of Jesus, 
you still refuse to set your seal to the sin* 
cerity of your prayers, by partaking of 
those holy mysteries which are the sacred 
pledges of his unutterable love; in one 
word, if, in your prayers, you repeat the 
name, while, in your practice, you turn 

♦Heb.iv. 16. « Heb. vi. 18. 

« Phil. iii. 3. 
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your backs upon the table, of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, what are your prayers but 
mockery in God's sight? To repeat the 
language of the second exhortation : * These 
things if ye earnestly consider, ye will by 
God's grace return to a better mind : for the 
obtaining whereof we shall not cease to 
make our humble petitions unto Almighty 
God our heavenly Father.' 

3. But to you, beloved, who are always 
prepared, * with true penitent hearts and 
a lively faith, to receive this holy sacra- 
ment;' to you, how delightful must be 
every invitation to join in these sacred 
mysteries, in which, in a more especial 
manner, you seem to be " raised up toge- 
ther, and to be made to sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus." To you, 
how delightful must be the persuasion, 
that if you ^ draw near with faith,' looking 
to Jesus for pardon and peace, the " cup 
of blessing which we bless, is the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ, and the 
bread which we break, is the communion 
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of the body of Christ.** ^ To you, how 
delightfxil must be the conviction, that if 
you ' spiritually eat the flesh of Christ, 
and drink his blood, Christ shall dwell in 
you, and you in Christ.' It is your daily 
prayer that " Christ may dwell in your 
hearts by faith." ® It is your daily endea- 
vour that you may *' set your affections 
on things above.** ^ And seeing, therefore, 
that, day by day, you are thus ^' raised up 
tc^ether," and " made to sit together in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus," you will 
always be glad when it is said to you, 
** Let us go into the house of the Lord," ^ 
that we may '^ take the cup of salvation, 
and call upon the name of the Lord/*- 
And, more especially, at every return of 
the Christian festivals, when you are in- 
vited to praise our heavenly Father, for 
the birth, or the resurrection, or the as- 
cension of his dear Son ; to commemorate 
the descent of the Holy Ghost ; or to de- 

7 I Cor. X. 16. 8 Eph. iii. 17. 9 Col. iii. 2. 
* Ps. cxxii. 1. ^ Ps. cxvi. 13. 
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■ 

clare the praises of the holy and undi- 
vided Trinity ; you will be prepared to 
^ lift up your hearts' with your hands, and 
to say, * It is meet and right that we should 
at all times, and in all places, give thanks 
unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty, 
Everlasting God. Therefore with angels 
and archangels, and with all the company 
of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glo- 
rious name ; evermore praising thee, and 
saying. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of 
hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory : Glory be to thee, O Lord most 
high ! ' 
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the deserts of the receivers. It is meet, 
therefore, that the language of holy exul- 
tation should be followed by an act of 
profound self-abasement. And, accord- 
ingly, as the portion of the Communion 
Office which formed the subject of my 
last discourse concluded with the trium- 
phant language of the Tersanctus, or the 
seraphic hymn, the portion of the OflSce, 
to which I am now to invite your attention, 
and which contains the order for the 
Consecration and administration of 
THE ELEMENTS, opens with the following 
humble address to God, offered up by the 
priest, ' kneeling down at the Lord-s table, 
in the name of all them that shall receive 
the Communion :' 

^ We do not presume to come to this 
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and great mercies. We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs un- 
der thy table. But thou art the same 
Lord, whose property is always to have 
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mercy : Grant us therefore, gracious Lord^ 
ao to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that our 
siniul bodies may be made clean by his 
body, and our souls washed through his 
most precious blood, and that we may 
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen/ 

It has been wisely ordered by our 
Church, that before we pray for the con- 
secration of the symbols, we should de- 
sire to be consecrated ourselves. For it 
is our eating with faith and penitence, 
with love and holy purposes, that makes 
the holy Communion to be Christ's body 
and blood to us. In vain, therefore, shall 
we join in the prayer for the consiecration 
of the elements of bread and wine, unless 
we shall previously ask God so to touch 
our hearts with his grace, that we may 
worthily receive them. 

And how touching is the language, with 
which we are here instructed to approach 
our * merciful Lord !' We humbly beseech 
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him not to charge us with presumption in 
coming to his table, but to consider that 
we approach it, under a deep sense of our 
own misery, and of his * manifold and 
great mercies V In * coming to this table,' 
we earnestly desire to supply in humility 
what we want in worthiness ; and we show, 
by our bended knees and our broken 
hearts, that had not the Divine mercy held 
out the golden sceptre to us, we could 
not have dared to approach these sacred 
mysteries.^ 

My brethren, as often as the priest 
shall repeat the words of this prayer, set 
the majesty of the high and holy One 
before your eyes. Let each of you think 
of his own personal guilt, in the light 
which may most affect him; let each 
charge his memory with those views of 
his own transgressions which may show 
to him, with more peculiar emphasis, his 
need of Christ's blood. And in the de- 
vout performance of an act like this, you 

» See Dean Comber. 
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may assuredly expect the fulfilment of the 
promise in Zechariah, '^ I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of 
grace and of supplications : and they shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for him, as one 
moumeth for his only son, and shall be in 
bitterness for him, as one that is in bitter- 
ness for his firstborn."* 

The true skill of Christianity may be 
said to lie in mingling together the lowest 
self-humiliation and the most confident 
dependence on Christ. While you con- 
fess, therefore, with the deepest contrition, 
in one place, that ' the remembrance of 
your sins is grievous, and the burden of 
them intolerable,' and, in another, that 
you are * not worthy so much as to gather 
up the crumbs under his table,* keep the 
eye of faith steadily directed towards him, 
who is ever pleading for you above, and, 
by an act of that faith, transfer your guilt 

2 Zech. xii. 10. 

K 2 
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over to him. And if, in the exercise of a 
true and stedfast faith, you shall thus 
transfer the guilt of your sins to Christ, 
while, in the exercise of unfeigned re- 
pentance, you shall bewail and lament 
your own un worthiness, glorying, at the 
same time, in his worthiness, and * trusting 
in God's manifold and great mercies,' be 
assured that your service will be accept- 
able and well pleasing in God's sight. ^ 

Now, if you pause awhile, to look back 
on the several parts of this sacred office, 
you will surely perceive, brethren, how 
naturally and how beautifully they de- 
scribe and assist all the godly emotions of 
the believing soul. In every part, hu- 
mility and praise sweetly attemper one 
another. Mourning for sin, and joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ were 
never, by human pen, better described in 
heavenly concert than in this most beau- 
tiful service. * All the divine graces and 

•^ See Phil, iv, 18. 

* See Joseph Milner's Sermon on 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. 
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affections, of righteousness, and faith, and 
holiness, and love, and praise, are admi- 
rably cherished and assisted by the de- 
votions, in which we are here invited to 
join. But, as we plainly gather from the 
touching prayer immediately before us, 
when we speak of our title to eternal life, 
even these graces and virtues are to be 
cast behind our back as nothing worth. 
' We do not presume to come to this thy 
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and great mercies.' Christ's worthiness 
is all in all. And this, be it always re- 
membered, is the very turning point in 
Christianity, upon which an acceptable 
and comfortable communion with our Sa- 
viour in this, and in every other ordinance, 
solely depends. It is in this spirit of 
simple and entire reliance on the merits 
of Christ, that we here pray for the enjoy- 
ments of a vital and everlasting union 
with him, by * eating his flesh and drink- 
ing his blood ;' and it is in the same spirit 



198 DISCOURSE VIII. 

that we should proceed to the prayer 
OF CONSECRATION, which next demands 
our attention. 

How full and how emphatical is the 
declaration which we are here taught to 
make, viz. that He, the only begotten of 
the Father, who ' suffered death upon the 
cross for our redemption, did make there, 
(by his one oblation of himself once of- 
fered,) a full, perfect, and sufficient sacri- 
fice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins 
of the whole world.* By this expression 
of the * one oblation of himself once of- 
fered,' an expression condensing within 
itself the substance of St. Paul's masterly 
argument in the ninth and tenth chapters 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the com- 
pilers of our Liturgy would remind us that 
the oblation of Christ was * one oblation,' 
in opposition to the various kinds of obla- 
tions under the law, and that it was * once 
offered,* in opposition to the continual re- 
petition of them under the old dispen- 
sation. This expression of ' once offered' 
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is well suited, moreover, as used in this 
connexion, to guard us against the dan- 
gerous error of the Church of Rome. For 
it seems to remind us that the holy Com- 
munion is not, as that church pretends, 
a real sacrifice of Christ, but a solemn 
feast upon that ^ one oblation,' which was 
* once offered,' and which was ' a full, 
perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world.' If we regard the persons, 
for whom this ^ one offering' was made, it 
is a * sacrifice ;' if we respect Him, who 
offered it, it is a free * oblation ;* and if we 
consider Him, to whom it was offered, it 
is a * satisfaction.' And when viewed in 
all these respects, it is ' full, perfect, and 
sufficient.' It is a ' full satisfaction,* 
a ' perfect oblation,' and a * sufficient sa- 
crifice,' not, like the legal offerings, for the 
sins of one kind, or the offences of one 
nation or of one person ; but for * the sins 
of the whole world.* ^ And seeing that 

^ See Dean Comber. 
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He, who was "once offered to bear the 
sins of many,'"^ has ' instituted, and in his 
holy Gospel commanded us to continue a 
perpetual memory of that his precious 
death until his coming again,' should it 
not be our earnest prayer that * we, re- 
ceiving these his creatures of bread and 
wine, according to his holy institution, 
in remembrance of his death and passion, 
may be partakers of his most blessed body 
and blood.' 

The prayer of consecration now closes 
with describing the manner,® in which 
these sacred mysteries were instituted 
by our blessed Lord ; * who, in the same 
night that he was betrayed, took bread ; 
and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying. 
Take, eat, this is my body which is given 
for you : Do this in remembrance of me. 
Likewise after supper he took the cup ; 
and, when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, saying. Drink ye all of this ; for 

7 Heb. ix. 28. s See Note XVI. 
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this is my blood of the New Testament, 
which is shed for you and for many for 
the remission of sins : Do this, as oft as ye 
shall drink it, in remembrance of me.' ^ 

It was to this first institution of the 
Lord^s supper, that St. Paul directed the 
attention of the Corinthian converts, when 
the rite had been profaned among them. 
And in every age of the church, these 
words of our Saviour have always been 
introduced into the ordinance, as consti- 
tuting the most essential part of the 
prayer of consecration. For, as it was 
justly remarked by the fathers of the early 
Christian church, it is not the power of 
the priest, but the eflBcacy of the divine 
Author, which makes the elements to be- 
come, sacramentally, the body and blood 
of Christ. 

Behold, in the elements of bread and 
wine, thus consecrated by the word of 
prayer, the ^ visible signs of an inward 

9 See Note XVII. 

k5 
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and spiritual grace/ They figure to us, 
brethren, the breaking of Christ's body, 
and the shedding of his blood ; and, more 
than that, they are the very * pledges* ^ 
of that * inward and spiritual grace' which 
they represent, and the very * means' 
whereby it is received. What that grace 
is, we are distinctly taught in the Church 
Catechism, where we acknowledge that it 
is * the body and blood of Christ, which 
are verily and indeed taken and received 
by the faithful in the Lord's supper.' And 
all, therefore, who come to this heavenly 
feast, in the * marriage garment required 
by God in Scripture,' may regard the 
holy Communion, as * a sure witness, and 
an effectual sign/ * that they enjoy a real 
part and portion in the death and suffer- 
ings of the Lord Jesus, whose body was 
broken, and whose blood was shed, for the 
remission of sins. All who * draw near 
with faith, to take this holy sacrament to 

1 Church Catechism. 2 Art. XXV. 
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their comfort/ do truly £uid indeed partake 
of the virtue, aod the blessed effects, of 
that mysterious sacrifice, whereby Christ 
hath '^ obtained eternal redemption for 
us!"' 

The " cup of blessing/' spoken of in 
the text, has now been consecrated, and 
" the bread" has been broken ; to be, to 
every devout communicant, the sign and 
the seal of the body and blood of Christ, 
broken and shed upon the cross for our 
sins. ^ And now, my Christian brethren, 
you are to receive these pledges of a dying 
Saviour's love, devoutly pondering in your 
hearts the original design of this solemn 
institution. When, therefore, at the ad- 
ministration OF THE ELEMENTS, the 

minister delivers to you the bread and 
wine, praying that ' the body and blood of 
Christ may preserve your bodies and souls 
unto everlasting life,' and bidding you 
* eat and drink,' with faith and thanks- 
giving, to the strengthening and refresh- 

3 Heb, ix. 12. 4 See Note XVIII. 
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ing of your souls; then remember how 
Jesus has said, " This is the will of him 
that sent me, that every one which seeth 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life ; and I will raise him up 
at the last day."* At this solemn moment, 
when you are invited to *eat in remem- 
brance that Christ died for you,' and to 
* drink in remembrance that his blood was 
shed for you,' commit your whole selves, 
soul and body, to your adorable Redeemer. 
Surrender yourselves into his hands, and 
rely on his gracious promise to preserve 
you till that glorious day, when he who is 
indeed " our life'' shall again " appear," 
and when all who have looked for him, shall 
" appear with him in glory." ^ Yes, what- 
ever load of guilt or care you have upon 
you, cheerfully and solemnly cast it all 
upon him, who is the bearer of all our 
burdens; and pray that you may follow 
him in lowliness, patience, and love, as 
" the Shepherd and Bishop of your 

5 John vi. 40. 6 Col. iii. 4. 
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souls." ^ Do this, brethren, and the issue 
of the solemn transaction will be, accord- 
ing to the order of things in this office, 
peace and liberty of spirit, and joy in the 
God of our salvation ! 

To all who thus surrender themselves 
to Him, who has redeemed us by his most 
precious blood, I would now appeal, in the 
language of the text, and say, " The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? The 
bread which we break, is it not the com- 
munion of the body of Christ ?'' Yes, my 
believing brethren, you may indeed lay to 
heart the delightful and most instructive 
truth, that * the supper of the Lord is not 
only a sign of the love that Christians 
ought to have among themselves one to 
another, but also a sacrament of our re- 
demption by Christ's death : insomuch 
that to such as rightly, worthily, and with 
faith receive the same, the bread which 
we break is a partaking of the body of 

7 1 Peter ii. 25. 



206 DISCOURSE VIII. 

Christ ; and likewise the cup of blessing 
is a partaking of the blood of Christ.'® 
This blessed Sacrament, therefore, is to 
continue always in force, and to be ob- 
served by all Christians to the end of the 
world, as a standing memorial, or a per- 
petual declaration of the virtue of Christ's 
death, and as a pledge and a seal of the 
benefits which we receive thereby. Chris- 
tians are commanded thus to " shew forth 
the Lord's death till he come.'' ^ And ac- 
cordingly, as often as our Church invites 
her children to come to the holy Com- 
munion, she reminds them that they are 
to do so ^ in remembrance . of Christ's 
meritorious cross and passion, whereby 
alone we obtain remission of our sins, and 
are made partakers of the kingdom of 
heaven.' 

But has Christ done all this for us? 
Has he delivered us from the punishment 
of our sins, and reconciled us to God, by 
taking the curse of them upon himself; 

8 Art. XXVIII. y 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
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and has he " received" for us the " gifts"* of 
the Spirit, to prepare us for the inheritance 
of the saints in light ? If so, assuredly 
he would have this believed ; assuredly 
he would have this remembered. He has 
himself, therefore, instituted and ordained 
a method for fixing our attention upon it. 
He would not suffer us to entertain a 
thought that salvation is, or ever can be, 
obtained by any work of our own. He 
has here placed the matter beyond all 
dispute ; declaring to all generations, that 
sinners are saved only by the forgiveness 
of their sins, . and that forgiveness has 
been purchased for them only by the 
shedding of Christ's blood. Believe this, 
all ye who come to the holy Communion, 
and then take and eat the broken bread, 
which is a lively sign, or a speaking 
picture, of his crucified body ; and drink 
of the cup of blessing, even " his blood 
of the New Testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins."- 

» Ps. Ixviii. 18. « Matt. xxvi. 28 ; and I Cor. xi. 25. 
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My brethren, if it be our Lord's own 
declaration that his blood has been ** shed 
for the remission of sins," and if *^ the cup 
of blessing, which we bless," be " the 
New Testament in his blood ;" if it be, 
sacramentally, * Christ's very blood, where- 
by the New Testament is ratified and 
sealed to every true believer, then may 
you rest assured that, when rightly re- 
ceived, it must and will be blessed to the 
health of your souls. But unless you are 
looking to Christ crucified for pardon and 
peace, how can you hope that, on ap- 
proaching the Lord's table, you shall 
discern his body; or how, indeed, can 
you be regarded as believers in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ? 

And think not, any of you who hear 
this word of exhortation, that because I 
lay such a stress upon faith in Christ's 
death, I undervalue the importance of a 
proper frame of mind in other respects. 
No, brethren, if I lay a stress upon a right 

* Bishop Hall on Matt. xxvi. 28. 
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faith in the cross and passion of our 
blessed Redeemer, it is because such a 
faith does, of necessity, imply the ex- 
istence and the growth of all the graces of 
the Christian character. For the right 
faith is, that we believe and confess, on 
the warrant of God's word, that Christ, 
by his * one oblation of himself once of- 
fered,' made a ^ full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world.' And is there, 
or can there be, any way of cherishing 
this faith, but by a penitent acknowledg- 
ment of our sins, and of the punishment 
which is justly due to them, coupled with 
a willingness to forsake every evil way, 
and an earnest desire to live to Him, who 
died and rose again ? When we know and 
believe that we are redeemed by his pre- 
cious blood, and when we behold, in the 
glass of his mysterious sufferings, what 
a depth of evil there is in sin ; how can 
we any longer delight in that, which made 
him descend from his throne of glory, 
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in the Son of God, who loved us, and gave 
himself for us ;" ^ and then, as often as we 
come to the sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, " the cup of blessing which we bless," 
will be the " communion of the blood 
of Christ," and " the bread which we 
break," will be the " communion of the 
body of Christ." Let our life be this 
life of " faith in the Son of God, who loved 
us, and gave himself for us ;" and then, as 
often as we gather around the table of 
the Lord, while our " hearts" shall be 
" sprinkled from an evil conscience,"'^ by 
the atoning blood of Jesus, we shall " taste 
and see how gracious He is,*' ® who has 
commanded us to receive himself as the 
food of our souls, that so those souls may 
be changed into his divine nature. Let 
our life be this life of " faith in the Son of 
God ;'' and then, as often as we receive 
the consecrated elements, we shall, on 
taking the bread, ' in remembrance that 
Christ died for us,' be enabled to 'feed on 

6 Gal. ii. 20. 7 Heb. x. 22. s pg. xxxiv. 8. 
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him in our hearts by faith with thanks- 
giving ;'. and, on receiving the cup, * in 
remembrance that Christ's blood was shed 
for us,' we shall * drink' and * be thank- 
ful ! ' 

* Therefore,' to employ, with a slight 
alteration, the words of a living writer,^ 
^ let him who hath fallen into sickness, or 
trouble, hither repair, to make confession 
of his sins, and acknowledge God's justice. 
If he have drawn near with faith, he will 
not have come in vain ; he shall have 
mercy for justice. Let him who hath 
risen from pain or sorrow, here confess 
himself less than the least of God's mer- 
cies, and yield his entire thanks. If he 
have drawn near with faith, he will not 
have come in vain ; his hope and his joy 
shall be chastened into that hope and joy 
which can never fail. Let those who 
have lately joined their cares, their joys, 
their fortunes, their affections, here make 

9 The Rev. R. W. Evans : in an admirable series 
of Sermons on the ' Church of God.* 
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hearts, that we may unfeignedly love him, 
and all mankind for his sake, evermore 
giving thanks unto the Father, for this, 
" his unspeakable gift," * and lifting up 
our hearts, virith our hands, to the " praise 
of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
made us accepted in the beloved."* 

* 2 Cor. ix. 16. 5 Eph. i. 6. 



DISCOURSE IX. 



THE LORDS PRAYER — THE TWO THANKSOIVINOS 
— THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS — THE CONCLUDING 
BENEDICTION. 



219 



DISCOURSE IX. 

1 Cor. X. 17. 

FOR WE^ BEING MANY, ARE ONE BREAD, AND ONE 
BODY ; FOR WE ARE ALL PARTAKERS OF THAT 
ONE BREAD. 

In these words, which come immediately 
after the verse chosen for my last dis- 
V course, St. Paul clearly proves that " the 
cup of blessing which we bless,** is indeed 
** the communion of the blood of Christ," 
and that " the bread which we break," is 
indeed " the communion of the bodv of 
Christ." For if the element of bread be 
considered only in itself, how should they 
who partake of it become one bread and 

l2 
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one body ? But, when regarded as the 
sacramental pledge, or, according to the 
apostle's language, as " the communion of 
the body of Christ," then it is that they 
who receive it, with a true penitent heart 
and lively faith, become " one bread and 
one body ;" even because they are " par- 
takers of that one bread,'* which " giveth 
life unto the world." ^ In this holy sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, all true be- 
lievers become united together, as the 
grains of wheat in one loaf of bread, or as 
the members in the human body; since 
they all become one with Christ, and have 
a blessed fellowship with him, and in him, 
one with another, by partaking of the 
same sacramental bread, as a token of their 
feeding, by faith, on the same spiritual 
nourishment for their souls. From this 
" communion of the body of Christ," pro- 
ceeds the mystical union and communion 
between all true believers, as members of 
that one body, of which Christ is the head. 

1 John vi. 33. 
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And we may well believe that it was one 
very important end of the institution of 
these holy mysteries, to strengthen and 
perpetuate this associated love among all 
the followers of the Lamb. 

These remarks may serve fitly to intro- 
duce the consideration of the fourth and 
last division of the communion office of 
our Church, which is usually termed the 
Post - Communion, as containing the 
prayers and thanksgivings to be offered 
op after the elements have been received. 
In every part of this concluding portion of 
the office, all faithful communicants seem 
to say, one to another, in the words of the 
text, " We, being many, are one bread, 
and one body ; for we are all partakers of 
that one bread." 

My brethren, we have now received 
those heavenly mysteries, in which Christ 
imparts himself to all true believers, and 
gives them a visible assurance of their 
blessed communion with him. Under the 
sweet persuasion, therefore, that we are 
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united closely together, as brethren in the 
Lord, we all join in offering up the Lord's 
Prayer. And we thus virtually declare 
how meet it is that, after partaking of the 
body and blood of Christ, we should ap- 
proach our heavenly Father in the words 
of his dear Son, as if it were Christ him- 
self living and speaking in us. 

Our Lord expressly assures us that 
when we " receive him," and take hold 
of his covenant, he gives us " power to 
become the sons of God."^ And it is, 
therefore, upon good and sufficient grounds 
that all who, in this holy sacrament, have 
* taken and received the body and blood 
of Christ,'^ and who are * feeding on him, 
in their hearts, by faith with thanksgiving,* 
draw near to God, in this divine prayer, as 
unto a reconciled " Father" in Christ Jesus. 
Seeing, also, that all who belong to the 
family of the redeemed, are exhorted to 
be " followers of God as dear children," 
and to " walk in love, as Christ also hath 

2 John i. 12. * Church Catechism. 
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loved us, and giyen himself for us," * it is 
fit that all iaithful communicants should 
heartily unite in beseeching God to " for- 
give them their trespasses/' only as they 
themselves '^ forgive those that trespass 
against them." 

The Post-Communion, therefore, like 
the Ante-Communion, begins with the 
Lord's Prayer. And as this part of the 
office is principally eucharistical, all these 
devoti(»is being designed as an act of 
praise, for the benefits received at the 
Lord's table, it is with peculiar propriety 
that the doxology is here annexed to the 
prayer. This ascription of praise is fitly 
put into the lips of those who have been 
joining in a sacrifice of thanksgiving ; and 
assuredly all will feel themselves con- 
strained to repeat this, and every other 
clause of the Lord's Prayer, as with one 
heart and voice, who consider " the cup 
of blessing which we bless," to be " the 
communion of the blood of Christ," and 

4 Eph. V. 1, 2. 
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'* the bread Which we break/' to be " the 
communion of the body of Christ," and 
who regard themselves, therefore, as ^* one 
bread, and one body,'^ since they are " all 
partakers of that one bread ! " 

Now follow TWO FORMS OF THANKS- 
GIVING, either of which may be used at 
the discretion of the minister. 

In the former of these Post-Communion 
Thanksgivings, we call upon our * hea- 
venly Father,' and * earnestly desire his 
fatherly goodness, mercifully to accept 
this our sacrifice of prayer and thanks- 
giving/ It is not of the sacrifice of Christ 
that we here speak, since that mysterious 
sacrifice was absolutely perfect, and is al- 
ways acceptable, as an offering of a " sweet 
savour,'' or " a savour of rest," ^ unto the 
Lord. But we speak of our own * sacri<s> 
fice of praise and thanksgiving / our own 
peace offering, in commemoration of the 
sacrifice of the death of Christ. We then 

^ Lev. i. 9 ; Ezek. xx, 41. marg. Compare Epb. 
V. 2. 
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humbly beseech God to grant that * by 
the merit and death of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and all his whole church may obtain re- 
mission of our sins, and all other benefits 
of his passion.' And, in testimony of our 
thankfulness, we proceed to * oflFer and 
present unto him ourselves, our souls, and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively 
sacrifice unto him ; ^ humbly beseeching 
him, that all we, who are partakers of this 
holy communion, may be fulfilled with his 
grace and heavenly benediction.' But, 
knowing that there have been, and always 
must be, many failings and imperfections 
in anything that we can offer, we humbly 
beg that it may be accepted in ' mercy.* 
Yea, * unworthy as we are, through our 
manifold sins, to offer unto him any sacri- 
fice, yet we beseech him to accept this our 
bounden duty and service, not weighing 
our merits, but pardoning our offences, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom 

7 See Note XTX. 

l5 
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and with whom, in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost, all honour and glory be unto him, 
the Father Almighty, world without end.' 

In the latter Thanksgivings which is 
remarkable for its elevated and even tri* 
umphant language of devotional ardour, 
all true believers heartily thank God, for 
that he ^ vouchsafes to feed them, who 
have duly received these holy mysteries, 
with the spiritual food of the most pre- 
cious body and blood of his dear Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ;' assuring them 
' thereby, of his favour and goodness to- 
wards them;® and that they are very 
members incorporate in the mystical body 
of his Son, which is the blessed company 
of all faithful people ; and are also heirs 
through hope of his everlasting kingdom,^ 
by the merits of the most precious death 
and passion of his dear Son/ 

Such are the expressions of sacred rap* 
ture, which we are taught to employ, in 
this truly scriptural thanksgiving to the 

8 See Note XX. 9 See Note XXI. 
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Grod of our salvation. And if we all re- 
garded the supper of the Lord, as ^ a 
sacrament of our redemption by Christ's 
death ; ' ^ as a ' certain sure witness, and 
effectual sign of grace ; '' the above ex- 
pressions would always find an echo in 
our hearts. For, if ^^ the cup of blessing 
which we bless," be ^' the communion of 
the blood of Christ,'' and if " the bread 
which we break," be ^^ the communion of 
the body of Christ," it must necessarily 
follow, that " we, being many, are one 
bread and one body,*' as being all par- 
takers of that one bread : in other words, 
that we are * very members incorporate in 
the mystical body of God's Son, which 
is the blessed company of all faithful 
people.' 

Here, therefore, we have, at once, a 
standard of Christian devotion, and a mo- 
del of the Christian character. It is a 
standard and a model, which our Church 
holds up to her children, in every part of 

1 Art. xxviii. * Art. xxv. 
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her liturgy, from the hour in which they 
are brought to the baptismal font, to the 
solemn hour in which they are * delivered 
out of the miseries of this sinful world/ ^ 
And surely all who have been admitted, by 
baptism, into the bosom of this Church, 
should deem it a privilege to be able thus 
to view themselves and all their perform- 
ances in the glass, which is set before 
them in the Prayer Book ; that so, feeling 
and lamenting their own unworthiness, 
they may more earnestly desire to " lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which doth 
so easily beset them, and run with patience 
the race that is set before them, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of their 
faith/' ^ 

As we meditate, therefore, on this, and 
the other prayers of our Church, which 
continually remind us " how we ought to 
walk, and to please God," may we be 
inclined and enabled, through divine grace, 

3 Burial of the Dead. 
* Heb. xii. 1, 2. 
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to " abound more and more."^ And 
while we rejoice in being * very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of Christ, 
which is the blessed company of all faith- 
ful people/ and also in being ^ heirs 
through hope of God's everlastmg king- 
dom, by the merits of the most precious 
death and passion of his dear Son/ may 
we always draw near to our * heavenly 
Father/ with holy reverential fear, * hum- 
bly beseeching him/ in the concluding 
words of this prayer, * so to assist us with 
his grace, that we may continue in that 
holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as he has prepared for us to walk 
in, through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honour and glory, world 
without end.' ^ 

Under the full persuasion that, after 
these high and holy exercises of Christian 
devotion, the hearts of all faithful commu- 
nicants must now be enlarged, to embrace, 

5 1 Thess. iv. 1. 6 See Note XXII. 
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not only all the members of Christ's mys- 
tical body, but even * angels and arch- 
angels, and all the company of heaven ; ' 
our Church calls upon those, ^ who have 
duly received these holy mysteries,' to 
say or sing, in the words of the gloria in 
EXCELsis, or the angelical hymn, * Glory 
be to God on high, and in earth peace, 
goodwill towards men,' We thus repeat 
at the sacrament, that which angels sung 
at the birth of Christ's body ; and * surely,' 
says Bishop Sparrow, * if ever we are 
fit to sing this angePs song, it is then, 
when we draw nearest to the estate of 
angels,' in these sacred mysteries. 

Having opened our hymn of praise with 
this song of the holy angels, as recorded 
in the gospel of St. Luke,^ we proceed, on 
this foundation, first to glorify * God the 
Father Almighty,' and to * give thanks to 
him for his great glory,' the glory of his 
goodness, wisdom, and power, as displayed 
in the work of redemption. Yea, we * praise' 

7 Luke ii. 14. 



DISCOURSE IX. 231 

• 

him for his greatness ; we ^ bless' him for 
his goodness ; we ^ worship^ him with our 
bodies ; we ^ glorify' him with our mouths ; 
we ^ give him thanks' with our hearts, for 
' the great glory,' which arises to himself, 
from these his mercies towards us. And 
we then pass on to the praises of Him, the 
' only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, the 
'Lord God,' the ' Lamb of God,' the ' Son 
of the Father,' who has been represented 
to us, and not only remembered, but also 
taken and received by us, in this holy 
sacrament. In thus repeating the several 
names belonging to his person, his nature, 
and his office, we plainly and loudly de- 
clare the majesty and glory, the mercy and 
goodness of that * only -begotten Son/ 
who, after having died to ' take away the 
sins of the world,' now ' sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father ;' and whom we 
have once more solemnly accepted for our 
*' Lord' and our king. And while we thus 
joyfully set forth his glories, we earnestly 
appeal to him, by all these honourable and 
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endearing names, and by all that be has 
done, and is yet doing for us, beseeching 
him to * have mercy upon us,' freely ac- 
knowledging that we are all impure, and 
* he only is holy ;' that men and angels 
are servants, and * he only is the Lord ;' 
and that ' he only, with the Holy Ghost, 
is most high in the glory of God the 
Father/ « 

The Office now closes with the follow- 
ing solemn and affecting prayer of dis- 
mission : ' The peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord : and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be amongst you, and remain with you 
always.' 

The first part of this benedictory prayer 
has, for its basis, the declaration made by 
St. Paul to the Philippian converts, that 
" the peace of God, which passeth all un- 

8 See Note XXIII. 
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derstanding, should keep their hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus." ^ Our 
Church, enlarging upon the distinction 
which is here made by the apostle between 
" heart'' and " mind," prays that the 
' hearts and minds^ of her children may be 
kept * in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.' 
And there seems to be a peculiar signifi- 
cation even in the very order in which the 
words are arranged. For, according to a 
form of construction, frequently employed 
both in the Old and New Testament, we 
find that the most important words of the 
prayer are placed first and last, and that 
the others are placed in the middle. We 
are here, therefore, emphatically reminded 
that while the mind ought to be thoroughly 
furnished with the knowledge of God, it 
is the love of God in the heart, which is 
the highest and best attainment of true 
believers. And, feeling this, I would de- 
voutly pray, beloved, for you, and for my- 

9 Phil. iv. 7. 
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self, that while our * minds' are kept in 
the * knowledge,' our * hearts' may be 
kept in the * love/ of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord.' For, amidst the 
troubled waters of this unquiet world, we 
all need a resting-place, where we may 
plant our weary feet. And where is this 
to be found but in the ' knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord ;' a * knowledge,' and a * love,' 
invariably accompanied by that ' peace of 
God which passeth all understanding/ 

The concluding part of this prayer of 
dismission may be regarded as a Christian 
summary of the form of benediction, which 
the Lord appointed for the children of 
Israel, saying, " On this wise ye shall 
bless the children of Israel, saying unto 
them. The Lord bless thee, and keep 
thee ; the Lord make his face shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee 
and give thee peace." It is also recorded 
that when the Lord appointed the above 
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form of benediction, he charged Aaron 
and his sons, by the mouth of his servant 
Moses, saying, ^^ And they shall put my 
name upon the children of Israel ; and I 
will bless them."^ And accordingly, in 
the latter part of our benedictory prayer, 
which is formed upon the model of the 
foregoing Scripture, the minister prays, for 
his people, that ' the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost/ that one mysterious " Name," 
into which Christians are baptized, ^ may 
be amongst them, and remain with them 
always :' or, as it is expressed in the 
0£5ice for Confirmation, may be ^ upon 
them, and remain with them for ever/ 

The ministers of the church of England 
close their word of exhortation from the 
pulpit every Sabbath, except on the morn- 
ing of the day on which the sacrament is to 
be administered, with the words of the 
above benediction ; uttered not merely as 
a prayer, but as a parting absolution, con- 

1 Numbers vi. 23—27. 
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taining the sweet assurance of ^ blessing' 
and of * peace/ But it would seem to 
have a more than ordinary emphasis, 
when it is pronounced over those, who 
have been offering together the spiritual 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, in 
commemoration of that mysterious death 
and passion which purchased peace for a 
rebellious world. And you may rest as- 
sured, beloved, that whenever you shall 
draw near with faith, in the holy Com- 
munion, to present * yourselves, your souls 
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and 
lively sacrifice' unto God, He will show 
that he ' mercifully accepts' this sacrifice, 
by * fulfilling you with his grace and hea- 
venly benediction.' Yea, at such solemn 
seasons, you shall know, in a more es- 
pecial manner, what it is to be kept, by 
that * peace of God, which passeth all un- 
derstanding,* in the * knowledge and love 
of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ;' 
and you shall feel indeed persuaded that 
* the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, 
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the Son, and the Holy Ghost, shall be 
among you and remain with you always.' ' 
Having thus completed our review of 
the office of the Holy Communion, as 
publicly administered in the Church,^ I 
would, in the remainder of this discourse, 
endeavour to point out the improvement, 

* The six Collects which are annexed to the order 
of the Holy Communion, and one or more of which are 
appointed to be said, when there is no Communion, 
after the prayer for the Church Militant, cannot require 
any elucidation. They may he distinguished by the 
following titles : 

1. A prayer for safety in all the changes and 
chances of this mortal life. 

2. For the preservation of our bodies and souls. 

3. For a blessing on the word of God, whether 
read or expounded. 

4. For direction and assistance in all our actions. 

5. For compassion on our infirmities, and the sup- 
ply of all our wants, notwithstanding our ignorance 
and our unworthiness. 

6* For the acceptance of all our supplications.— » 
See Shepherd ii. 231, 232. 

* The next Discourse relates to the Holy Com- 
munion, as privately administered in the houses of 
the sick. 
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which, in humble dependence upon the 
Divine blessing, we may hope to derive 
from viewing the words of the text in im- 
mediate connexion with the subject of our 
present meditations. 

L The text declares, of all who are 
" partakers of that one bread," that they 
" being many, are one bread, and one 
body." It follows, therefore, in the first 
place, that as often as the devout commu- 
nicant retires from the table of the Lord, 
he will regard himself and others as 
having met together, in those holy mys- 
teries, as ' very members incorporate in 
the mystical body of Christ.' In my last 
discourse, I spoke of the supper of the 
Lord, as a ^ sacrament of our redemption 
by Christ's death.' And I would now re- 
mind you that it is also * a sign of the love 
that Christians ought to have among them- 
selves one to another.'* Yes, beloved, 
here, if any where on earth, even in the 
holy Communion of the body and blood of 

* Art. xxviii. 
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Christ, we seem to realize to ourselves, in 
aU its blessedness, the ' communion of 
saints,' spoken of in the Apostles' Creed. 
And if, therefore, as often as we partake 
of these holy mysteries, we can really say, 
that " the cup of blessing which we bless" 
is indeed '' the communion of the blood of 
Christ," and that " the bread which we 
break'' is indeed ^^ the communion of the 
body of Christ," we may rest assured that 
the Holy Ghost, the Comforter, who is 
Christ's advocate in the heart of every 
believer until the end of the world, will 
so " shed abroad the love of God in our 
hearts,"* that we shall be closely joined 
together, one to another, as the very mem- 
bears of that one body, of which Christ is 
the head, and as the lively stones of that 
i^tritual temple, of which Christ is the 
ehief comer stone ! 

Does any one ask, therefore, How may 
I know that I have been really ' feeding 
cm Christ in my heart by faith with thanks- 

* Rom. V. 5. 
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giving?' I ask, in reply, Is thine a faith 
working by love? Dost thou feel any 
thing of that associated love, which is 
the sure characteristic of the followers of 
Jesus ? Dost thou really feel, that if we 
all are " partakers of that one bread," " we 
being many, are" indeed " one bread, and 
one body t^ And dost thou rejoice to 
believe that all who are now * united in 
one holy bond of truth and peace, of faith 
and charity,' shall continue, through eternal 
ages, as ^ with one mind and one mouth, 
to glorify God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord?'^ 

My brethren ; this associated love is, at 
once, the duty and the privilege of all who 
come to the holy Communion of the body 
and blood of Christ. And I would also 
observe to you how it is suited to animate 
and encourage you under all the trials 
and difficulties of your earthly pilgrimage. 
For were the Christian to think only of 
himself, he would, at times, feel almost 

^ Prayer for Unity in Accession Service. 
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ready to sink. But when he regards him- 
self as one of God's family, and as one of 
Christ's flock; and when he remembers 
how many are arrived at the kingdom of 
heaven in safety, and how many are still 
with him in the wilderness, he sees and 
feels that he, too, may be enabled to over- 
come. He feels himself to belong to an 
army, of which the first companies are 
already crowned with victory, and the last 
are sure to be more than conquerors, by 
the blood of the Lamb. Were he to look 
only at his own trials, he might be tempted 
to doubt whether he may indeed regard 
himself as the object of God's providential 
care. But when he pauses to consider 
how many have been guarded and guided 
to the heavenly Canaan, and how many still 
need as much guidance and guardianship 
as himself, he feels assured that the God 
of love will never leave nor forsake his 
people ; and thus he, too, ventures to cast 
all his care upon a wise, and gracious, and 
watchful Providence. 

M 
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2. Oh, say not then, Christian brethren, 
that the doctrine of ' the communion of 
saints' is a barren, speculative theory j 
but view it, rather, in all its practical bear- 
ings upon the heart and life, and be as- 
sured that, as you learn to feel its value 
and importance, you will more and more 
appreciate the elevated character, and the 
transcendent blessedness of the holy Com- 
munion. You will feel that it bears a 
closer resemblance to heaven than any of 
the exercises of secret devotion, because 
you are here pern^itted to approach your 
God in the visible communion of saints. 
And while you will feel that it is beyond 
^11 private duties, because it is a public 
ordinance ; you will also feel that it is 
beyond other public ordinances, because, 
in addition to all the benefits which belong 
to the public worship of God, it has some- 
thing peculiarly its own. For it is not 
only a commemoration of God's chief gift, 
but it is a solemn receiving of it by his 
believing people. And what it especially 
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commemorates and communicates, is the 
very consummation of the mystery of the 
atonement; the Redeemer's death. It is, 
therefore, the most solemn and most affect- 
ing performance of the highest devotional 
exercises, in which we can possibly be en- 



' Let us make ourselves in a manner 
spectators,' says one, ' of our own work, 
and we shall admit that there cannot be 
any work upon earth so great, or so ho- 
nourable. The chief sight, indeed, that 
ever the world saw, was the King of kings 
dying on a cross for guilty subjects. That 
was a spectacle beyond all comparison. 
But, next to that, can there be a greater 
than to see a crowd of such subjects, once 
condemned criminals, now invited and as- 
sembled at their reconciled Sovereign's 
'table, at a feast of reconciliation, to receive 
a sealed remission of all their guilt, an 
enfeoffment into an everlasting inheritance, 
yea, to receive the foretastes and first 
fruits of it ; having, as it were, the pearl 
m2 
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of great price in their hands, jointly doing* 
honour to God's greatest mercy and chief 
gift, and jointly employed in the noblest 
spiritual exercises of which any creature 
on earth or in heaven is capable.' ^ 

3. But if we are thus led, through 
grace, to regard ourselves as "one bread, 
and one body," shall we not also acknow- 
ledge how necessary it is to keep alive in 
our hearts the holy flame of associated 
love, which may have been kindled in our 
hearts at the Lord's table, by resolving, 
with the psalmist, to be " the companions 
of all them that fear God and keep his 
precepts."® St. Paul, in each of his Epis- 
tles to the Corinthians, dwells on the im- 
portance of companionship with God's 
people ; and his language, on this subject 
of Christian intercourse, is peculiarly so- 
lemn and emphatic. He says to the 
Corinthian converts, in the chapter before 
ns, " Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, 

7 Maclaurin on ' God's Chief Mercy/ 
8 Ps. cxix. 63. 
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and the cup of devils: ye cannot be 
partakers of the Lord's table, and of the 
table of devils/'® And, in his second 
epistle,^ he appeals to them yet more 
earnestly, and says, '* What fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? 
and what communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial ? or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel ? And what agree- 
ment hath the temple of God with idols ? 
for ye are the temple of the living God ; 
as God hath said,^ I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them ; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people." 

" Ye are the temple of the living 
God !'* My brethren, what a solemn re- 
proof should these words convey, not only 
to those, who live openly and avowedly 
without God in the world, but to those, 
also, who while, by their attendance on 

9 1 Cor. X. 21. 1 2 Cor. vi. 14—16. 

^ Exodus xxix. 45 ; Lev. xxvi. 12 ; Jer. xxxi. 
1,33, xxxii. 38; £zek« xi. 20, xxxvi. 28, xxxvii. 
26, 27; Zech. viii. 8. 
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all the ordinances of public worship, they 
outwardly acknowledge the Lord to be 
their God, are too often unmindful of the 
truth which the apostle sets before us in 
this chapter, viz. that " whether we eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever we do, we are to 
do all to the glory of God.^^ In this holy 
Sacrament of the body and blood of Christ, 
we solemnly profess to ^ offer and present 
unto the Lord, ourselves, our souls and 
bodies to be a reasonable, holy, and lively 
sacrifice unto him.' But do our lives ex- 
hibit the counterpart of this prayer ? Is 
every house an altar ; and is every inha- 
bitant a holy offering, presented unto the 
Father by the great High Priest of the 
human race ? In this holy Sacrament, we 
pray, also, to our heavenly -Father, be- 
seeching him to give us grace, that we 
may * continue in the holy fellowship' of 
God's ^ faithful people.' But again I ask, 
do our lives exhibit the counterpart of this 
prayer? Do we, in our several families 
and neighbourhoods, continually cherish 

3 1 Cor. X. 31. 
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this ^ holy fellowship ;' or are we still 
endeavouring to reconcile the friendship 
of. the world with the service of our 
God? 

To all who are thus vainly attempting 
to " serve two masters,''* I would appeal, 
in the language of our apostle, saying, 
" What agreement hath the temple of God 
with idols ? for ye are the temple of the 
living God." ^ I do not day, indeed, that 
you are to avoid all intercourse with the 
children of this world. No, brethren, the 
Christian rejoices at every opportunity of 
exercising the offices of kindness towards 
those among whom he dwells ; the Chris- 
tian rejoices at every opportunity of show- 
ing, to all within the circle of his influence, 
that " whatsoever things are lovely and of 
good report,"^ belong to the gospel of 
Jesus. But this I do say, that, while you 
are commanded to be '^ patient toward 
all men," ^ and to walk with " all lowliness 

♦ Malt. vi. 24. ^ 2 Cor. vi. 16. 

6 Phil. iv. 8. 7 1 Thess. v. 14. 
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and meekness, and long-suffering ; " ® while 
you are not only permitted, but expressly 
required, to exercise, at all times and under 
all circumstances, the utmost degree of 
tenderness and forbearance toward all 
around you, it is, at the same time, your 
boimden duty to separate from the prac- 
tices and the customs of an ungodly world. 
This I do say, that, while you show your- 
selves to be Christ's disciples, by being 
kind and tender- hearted to all around you, 
your companionship should be with those, 
and with those only, who are " not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ." ^ For if, in the 
things of this world, it be our wisdom to 
seek for those, with whom we may be able 
to take counsel together, it is not only our . 
wisdom, but our happiness, to do the same 
in the things of another. And if we are 
indeed beset with dangers and with ene- 
mies on every side, it plainly follows that 
we should deem it one of our greatest 
privileges to take sweet counsel with our 

8 Eph. iv. 2. 9 Rom. i. 16. 
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fellow pilgrims, as we cross the wilderness 
of this weary world, that so, by ^ continu- 
ing in this holy fellowship,' we may ani- 
mate and encourage each other, in our 
common warfare against the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, and may " provoke 
one another to love,*' ^ and to ' all such 
good works as our heavenly Father has 
prepared for us to walk in.' 

Yes, my beloved brethren, if it be true 
that this our present state is a state of 
trial and of warfare, it is assuredly neces- 
sary, not only that we should frequently 
renew our baptismal vows at the table of 
the Lord, but also that, in the ^ holy fel- 
lowship' of Christ's soldiers, we should 
* fight under His banner against sin, the 
world, and the devil.'* As belonging, 
therefore, to the ranks of the redeemed, 
let us " speak often one to another," of 
** the Captain of our salvation." ^ Let us 
" speak often one to another," of our com- 

1 Heb. X. 24. « Public Baptism. 

3 Mai. iii. 16 ; Heb. ii. 10. 

M 5 



253 



DISCOURSE X. 



PSALM cxvi. 12, 13. 

WHAT SHALL I RENDER UNTO THE LORD FOR ALL 
HIS BENEFITS TOWARD ME P 1 WILL TAKE 
THE CUP OF SALVATION, AND CALL UPON THE 
NAME OF THE LORD. 

If it be an important feature, in the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, that it is a 
* sign of the love that Christians ought to 
have among themselves one to another ;' 
and if, therefore, as often as it is publicly 
administered in the church, communicants 
meet together as * the very members in- 
corporate in that mystical body of Christ, 
which is the blessed company of all faith- 
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let him begin and continue the devout ob- 
servance of this special rite of Christian 
communion. * For surely,' as Bishop Bur- 
net says, in his History of the Reforma- 
tion, * it is too gross a relic of the worst 
part of Popery, if any imagine that, after 
an ill life, some sudden sorrow for sin, 
with a hasty absolution, and the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, will be a passport 
to heaven.'^ 

1 In the spirit of our other Liturgical services, which 
always view the professed worshippers of God as 
walking worthy of their profession, the Rubric in this 
office evidently implies that the sick person has been 
accustomed, when in health, to attend at the public ad- 
ministration of the Lord's Supper. At the same time, 
the visiting minister must be left free to exercise a 
sound discretion, whenever he may have reason to believe 
that the sick person has indeed embraced the promises 
of the gospel, and is ' trusting only in God's mercy, 
for his dear Son Jesus Christ's sake/ * If, in such 
case, there be little, if any, prospect of recovery, the 
minister of Christ will deem it a privilege to commu- 
nicate with the sick person, in this blessed sacrament. 
But, under any circumstances, the visiting minister 

* Visitation of the Sick. 
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Now, if we inquire how it is, my bre- 
thren, that such a dangerous delusion 
should still continue to prevail even among 
those who profess to be reformed from the 
corruptions of the Romish Church, we 
shall find that its origin, and its growth, 
may be traced to that, which, in fact, gave 
rise to the corruptions of Popery itself, 
viz. the " deceitfulness," and the " despe- 
rate wickedness,"'^ of the human heart. 

Christ is revealed to us, in Scripture, as 
our Prophet, our Priest, and our King. 
And it follows, therefore, that all who 
would really receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
into their hearts by faith, must receive him 
as a Prophet to teach, a Priest to save, 
and a King to reign over them. But, 
among those who bear the name of Chris- 
tians, how many thousands are there who 

should deem it his hounden duty to exercise the 
utmost possihle caution, in administering the Lord's 
Supper to those who have never received it in the 
midst of the congregation. 

* Jer. xvii. 9. 
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their lives has been such as to recom- 
mend, or even to entitle, them to the 
favour and approbation of God. But, 
as they draw near to the awful realities 
of the unseen world, the false and hol- 
low ground on which they have hitherto 
been standing, begins to fail beneath their 
feet. And then it is that they look 
around for something, on which they may 
rest their trembling souls. For, to speak, 
on this subject, in the emphatic lan- 
guage of Hooker, * Howsoever men, when 
they sit at ease, do vainly tickle their 
hearts with the vain conceit of I know not 
what proportionable correspondence be- 
tween their merits and their rewards, 
which, in the trance of their high specula- 
tions, they dream that God hath measured, 
weighed, and laid up, as it were in bun- 
dle for them ; notwithstanding, we see, by 
daily experience, in a number even of 
them, that when the hour of death ap- 
proacheth, when they secretly hear them- 
selves summoned forthwith to appear, and 
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stand at the bar of that Judge, iivhose 
brightness causeth the eyes of the angels 
themselves to dazzle, all these idle imagi- 
nations do then begin to hide their faces. 
To name merits then, is to lay their souls 
upon the rack ; the memory of their own 
deeds is loathsome unto them ; they for- 
sake all things^wherein they have put any 
trust or confidence ; no staff to lean upon, 
no ease, no rest, no comfort then, but only 
in Jesus Christ/* 

Yes, beloved, at that solemn season, 
many, very many of those, v^ho have hi- 
therto been leaning on the broken reed of 
their own performances, are compelled to 
look, beyond themselves, for rest and 
comfort to their souls. But, as they are 
not experimentally acquainted with " the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height"^ of the mystery of redemption, 
they are too easily disposed to mistake the 
shadow for the substance, and to imagine 

* Hooker's Works, in 8vo. vol. iii. p. 450,451. 
^ See Eph. iii. 18 : compare verse 8. 
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^ means, whereby they receive the same, 
and a pledge, to assure them thereof.' And 
of all such, it may indeed be affirmed, that 
the * body and blood of Christ are verily 
and indeed taken and received by them in 
the Lord's Supper.' * For, coming to the 
holy communion in the * marriage-garment 
required by God in holy Scripture,' they 
have a real part and portion given them 
in the death and sufferings of the Lord 
Jesus, whose body was broken, and whose 
blood was shed, for the remission of sins : 
yea, they * verily and indeed' partake of 
the virtue of that mysterious sacrifice, 
whereby Christ hath " obtained eternal 
redemption for us."* 

By you, then, my believing brethren, 
who have been thus living a " life of faith 
in the Son of God, who loved you and 
gave himself for you," * the office for the 
COMMUNION OF THE SICK will be regarded, 
as having been framed for the purpose of 

^ Church Catechism. ♦ Heb. ix. 12. 

« See Gal. ii. 20. 
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cheering the bed of sickness with a mes- 
sage of peace, and joy, and heavenly con- 
solation, and as peculiarly suited, through 
the aid of the Holy Spirit, to impart 
strength and refreshment to your souls. 
It has been your delight to dwell, with 
devout contemplation, on the love of God, 
as manifested in the work of redemption ; 
and you have deemed it your sweetest 
privilege to approach, from time to time, 
the table of the Lord, that you might 
there receive the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, as at once the sign, and the seal, 
of God's unutterable love; as not only 
representing, but actually conveying, all 
the benefits of Christ's passion to every 
worthy receiver. And if, therefore, it 
shall please God to visit you with a long 
and lingering illness, so that you are no 
longer able to attend the assembly of the 
Church, and the place which your soul 
loveth, how will your hearts kindle within 
you, and how will they mount up, in a 
flame of devotional ardour, toward the 

N 
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gates of heaven, when the minister of 
Christ shall enter your chamber, that he 
may administer to you the sacred pledges 
of the Saviour's love ! 

You have been long accustomed, amidst 
all the changes and chances of this mortal 
life, still to trace up every dispensation to 
the Fountain of eternal love. And you 
will be prepared, therefore, to assent, fr^n 
the bottom of your souls, to that lesson of 
heavenly wisdom, which the visiting mi- 
nister will be then instructed to repeat to 
you, in the epistle selected for the office, 
saying ; " Despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him. For whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth," 

You know, also, from your own blessed 
experience, what it is to have a stediast, 
believing reliance on the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ. And you will be prepared, 
therefore, to set your seal to the comfort- 
able declaration, contained in the gospel 
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appointed for the office ; " Verily, verily, 
1 say unto you, he that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, bath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into 
cendemnati^m ; but is passed from death 
unto life." 

Feeling and acknowledging your own 
unworthiness in the sight of God, and 
your consequent need of the blood of 
Jesus^ to cleanse you from the guilt, and 
of the blessed influences of the Holy Spirit, 
to deliver you from the power of sin, you 
have continually been drawing near to 
that heavenly Father, who has invited you 
freely to partake of the abundant and rich 
provision furnished in the Gospel, be- 
seeching him to clothe you with the * mar- 
riage garment required by him in holy 
Scripture.' In other words, you have 
coBtinually prayed to your heavenly Fa- 
ther, beseeching him, for the sake of his 
dear Son^ to clothe you with a believing 
heart ; i. e. with a heart trusting only in 
Christ's righteousness for pardon, laying 

n2 
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hold, by faith, of his promises, and hoping 
in his mercy ; and with a holy heart ; 
i. e. with a heart hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness ; a heart loving God^ 
because he is a holy God, delighting in 
his law, because it is a holy law, and 
desiring his kingdom, because it is a 
holy kingdom. Knowing, also, that 
since the gospel is a feast, of which 
we are daily invited to partake, the 
'wedding-garment'^ must be daily worn, 
you have been daily putting on Christ's 
righteousness, for the justification of your 
persons, and the graces of the Holy 
Spirit, for the sanctification of your 
lives. And knowing, lastly, that whether 
it be regarded as indicating the robe of 
Christ's righteousness, or the sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit, the wed* 
ding garment is not any thing, that can 
be obtained by means of your own suffi- 
ciency or worth ; knowing that it is some- 
thing, which you must receive, as beggars, 

^ Matt.xxii.il. 
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from the hand of Grod ; knowing this, you 
have been living, daily and hourly, in the 
spirit of prayer, fearing lest, through 
having omitted to ask for these garments 
of righteousness and sanctification, you 
should be deemed unworthy to partake of 
the blessings of the gospel ! 

Clothed, therefore, with the robe of 
Christ's righteousness, and with all the 
graces of the Holy Spirit ; or, in the for- 
cible and significant language of St. Paul, 
haying ^* put on the Lord Jesus Christ," ^ 
not only as a covering to hide your sins 
from the sight of God's justice, but as 
your bright and beautiful attire, you will 
be prepared, in the season of sickness, so 
to receive the sacrament of his body and 
blood, as to be strengthened by it in faith, 
and hope, and love, and in entire sub- 
mission to his will. Yes, beloved, when, 
at that solemn season, you shall receive 
the consecrated elements, you will, as you 
take the bread, ^ in remembrance that 

7 Rom. xiii. 14. 
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Christ died for you,^ be enabled to ^ feed 
on him in your hearts by faith with thanks- 
giving ;' and, as you receive the cup, * in 
remembrance that Christ's blood was shed 
for you,' you will know what it is to * drink' 
and ' be thankful.' 

I have thus endeavoured solemnly to 
warn the careless, and the ungodly, and 
all the self-righteous professors of Chris- 
tianity, respecting the dangerous error 
which too commonly prevails, on the sub- 
ject of this office for the Comnninion of 
the Sick ; smd I have spoken, at the 
same time, of the privilege enjoyed by 
those, for whom the office is really adapt- 
ed. And I would now close the dis- 
course with a word . of earnest and af- 
fectionate exhortation, earnestly praying 
that He, who " giveth the increase,"® 
may vouchsafe to apply it to your hesurts, 
" in demonstration of the Spirit, and of 
power.'' ^ 

As you would hope, then, to escape the 

8 1 Cor. iii. 6. 9 1 Cor. ii. 4. 
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superstitious aad dangerous delusion to 
which I have already referred, and to be 
really prepared to receive the Eucharist on 
^ sick or dying bed, to your ^ great and 
endless comfort/ pray, beloved, that in 
every state and condition of life, and 
among the siuadry and manifold changes 
of the world, you may have grace, each of 
you, to adopt, from the ground of the 
heart, the language of the psalmist, and 
to say, " What shall I render unto the 
Lord, for all his benefits toward me ? I 
will take the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord." 

Assuredly, brethren, if your hearts were 
affected with a sense of God's unspeakable 
love in the redemption of our souls; if 
you habitually realized to yourselves the 
full scope of the apostle s declaration, that 
" all things are yours," and " ye are 
Clurist's, and Christ is God's ;"^ you would 
then be prepared, whether at morning, at 
evening, or at noon-rday, each of you to 

' 1 Cor. iiL21,23. 
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exclaim^ with a glow of heavenly affection, 
** What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits towards me ?'' or, as some 
would translate the psalmist's words, 
" What shall I render unto the Lord ? 
All his benefits overcome me !" Thine I 
am, O Lord, by creation and redemption, 
and thee only I ought to serve ; and to 
love thee with all my heart, and soul, and 
mind, and strength, is my reasonable ser- 
vice and my bounden duty. And as often, 
therefore, as I receive the invitation to 
approach the holy mysteries which speak 
of a Saviour's love, " I will take the cup 
of salvation, and call upon the name of the 
Lord !" 

1 . As the larger portion of the Psalm, to 
which these words belong, is introduced into 
the office for the * Thanksgiving of women 
after child-birth,' I would, in the first 
place, remind all Christian mothers how 
peculiarly incumbent it is upon them to 
render thanks unto the Lord, for his un- 
speakable " benefits" towards them, by 
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" ^king the cup of salvation, and cabling 
upon the name of the Lord.'' In the 
rubric, at the end of that office, it is de- 
clamed to be * convenient/ that ' if there 
be a communion/ she who cometh to re- 
turn thanks, should * receive the holy 
Communion/ And how solemn is the 
lesson, which these few words inculcate ; 
distinctly reminding every Christian mo- 
ther, that she ought, gladly and thankfully, 
to avail herself of the very first oppor- 
tunity, for offering her ^ sacufice of praise 
and thanksgiving' to Him, who hath *' re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us." * The sorrows of 
childbirth, which, by God's express de- 
claration, were emphatically ordained as 
a curse ^ for the first sin, would thus be 
converted into a signal blessing. And 
surely the remembrance of this joyful sa^ 
crifice of praise and thanksgiving, offered 
at such a season, would abide in the hearts 
of Christian mothers, to strengthen and 

2Gal.iii.l3. 3 See Gen. iii. 16. 

N 5 
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support them, under all their future trials, 
and to animate them in their pious a^- 
deavours ** to bring up their children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord."^ 
Let every mother, therefore, after having 
been graciously * preserved in the great 
danger of childbirth/ hasten, with joyful 
feet, to the table of the Lord, under a deep 
sense of the mercy, which she has recently 
experienced ; and she will be enabled to 
say, of her children, in liie language of 
the devout and grateful Hannah, ^^ I will 
give them unto the Lord all the days of 
their life."^ 

2. But it is evident that what I have 
now been saying, with respect to one par- 
ticular mercy, applies, in measure, to all 
the other mercies, with which God's people 
are encompassed on every side. What- 
ever, therefore, may be your state or conr 
dition of life ; whether high or low, rich 
or poor ; whether in youth, steength, and 
health, or in age, weakness, and sickness; 

* Eph. vi, 4. ^ See 1 Sam. i. 11. 
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pray, one and all, that God mty vouch* 
safe to touch your hearts with a deep and 
abiding sense of all his J^enefits, and, more 
especially, with a sense of his unspeakable 
love in the redemption of your souls. And 
then^ as often as your lips shall repeat the 
questi(Hi of the psalmist, ^' What shall we 
seoder unto the Lord for all his benefits 
tawaivds us ?^ your hearts will reply, " We 
will take the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord !" 

Yes, beloved, cultivate a sweet and per- 
petual communion with Him, ^^ who for- 
giveth all your iniquities; who healeth 
all your diseases; who redeemeth your 
life &om destruction ; and who crowneth 
you with loving kindness and tender mer- 
cies ;"^ and you will deem it one of your 
highest privileges, to embrace every op- 
jportufiity of remembering the bleeding 
love of our divine Saviour, in the solemn 
.and affecting ordinance which he has in- 
stituted for that purpose. You will regard 

^ Psalm ciii. 3, 4. 
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these holy mysteries, as " the green pas- 
tures,'' which the ** Lord your Shepherd"'' 
hath provided for you, to " refresh you 
when you are weary,"® and you will say," 
each of you ; " Return unto thy rest, O my 
soul ; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee."^ Return unto Him, who in- 
vites all that " labour and are heavy 
laden" to come unto him, that they may 
" find rest unto their souls."* Approach 
him, at all times, but approach him, 
more especially, O my soul, at the me- 
morial of that precious blood- shedding, 
which has purchased all thy mercies ; and 
there, in the spirit of repentance, faith, 
and love, let me continually renew my 
baptismal vows. Yes, there, with puri- 
fied and inflamed affections, let me solemnly 
renew my purpose, to devote the remainder 
of my days to the Captain of my salvation. 
And there, with a true penitent heart and 
lively faith, let me offer up that simple 

7 Psalm xxiii. 2, 1. « Psalm Ixviii. 9. 
9 Psalm cxvi. 7. i Matt. xi. 28, 29. 
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prayer, which never, since the day of Christ's 
agony, has, by any of his people, been 
offered up in vain, saying ; Blessed Jesus, 
who hast commanded me to ^^ do this in 
remembrance of thee/'^ do thou, Lord, 
'^ remember me, when thou comest into 
thy kingdom !"' 

2 See Luke xxii. 19. * Luke xxiii. 42. 
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PART THE FIRST, 



Note I. — Discourse I. — Page 8. 

^ Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our 
hearts to keep this law.' 

' Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all 
these thy laws in our hearts, we beseech thee/ 

^ These devout ejaculations transform the 
law into the gospel : if we may be permitted 
the expression, they evangelize the whole deca- 
logue ; they impart to it the spirit of a more 
perfect dispensation ; they convert the law of 
Moses into the law of liberty and love. While, 
in the spirit of a truly penitent and contrite 
heart, we implore pardon for our past offences, 
we seek, for the future, not only obedience, not 
simply a conscientious discharge of duty, not 
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merely the most continued and abiding fear of 
God ; we seek a far higher gift, a still diviner 
grace; we pray, that the inclinations of our 
hearts may be in unison with the laws of our 
Maker ; that our duty may become our delight ; 
that the fulfilment of the good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God, may be the very joy of 
our life ; in a word, that all the commandments 
and ordinances of our heavenly Father, may be 
' written in our hearts,' by the finger of God. 
And what is this, but to pray for the consum- 
mation of holiness, of happiness, of perfect 
peace ? What is it, but to pray for the accom- 
plishment, within our own souls, of the gracious 
promise of the gospel covenant ; even for the 
full and glorious communication of that good 
spirit, which is the sign and seal of the Chris- 
tian dispensation ? '^ This shall be the cove- 
nant that I will make with the house of larael ; 
after these days, saith the Lord^ I will put my 
laws in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts ; and will be their God^ and they shall 
be my people." ' — Bishop Jebb ; in his Sermons 
on the Liturgy. 

* Our eminent reformers were profoundly 
conversant with the law of God in its federal 
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rigour, and preceptive freedom. ^ Lord, have 
mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep 
this law.' In other words ; Deliver us from this 
law as a covenant, and devote us to it as a 
rule.' — ^Rev. William Howels. See the Memoir 
prefixed to his Sermons, page cxxi. 



Note II. — Discousse I. — Page 9. 

Bvi^ Heads of SdfEafaminatum upon every 
one of the Commandments. 

COMMANDMENT I. 

' Though I have not atheistically denied the 
being of God, or wickedly renounced him by 
apostasy, yet. 

Have I not loved, desired, and delighted in 
other things more than in God ? 

Have I not feared men more than God ; and 
sinned against him to avoid their displeasure, or 
to escape outward sufferings ? 

Have not I trusted in man, and relied on out- 
ward means, more than on God, in my wants, 
dangers, and distresses ? 
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Have I neither neglected lawful means, nor 
used unlawful means, to bring me out of my 
troubles ? 

Have I not despaired of God's mercy, so as 
to neglect my duty ; or presumed upon it, so as 
to encourage myself to go on in sin ? 

Have I not been regardless of the divine 
threatenings ; and yet discontented with, im- 
patient under, and unreformed by, God's cor- 
rections ? 

Have I not been unthankful for good things, 
or ascribed the praise of what I am, have, or 
can do, to fortune, myself, or any other crea- 
ture? 

* Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law.' 



COMMANDMENT II. 

Though I have not worshipped God by 
images, yet. 

Have I not entertained gross and unscriptural 
notions of God ; and have I not neglected, 
therefore, to pay him the worship due unto his 
name ? 

Have I not failed in any of the parts of reli- 
gious worship ? 
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Have I not either omitted, or sUghtly per- 
formed, morning and evening prayer, and read- 
ing the Holy Scriptures ? 

Have I not attended public worship in a 
spirit of indifference, and merely in compliance 
with established usage ? 

Have I not behaved myself there without re- 
verence or devotion, forgetting the presence of 
the invisible Grod ? 

Have I not, by design or carelessness, neg- 
lected the Lord's Supper, or come to it igno- 
rantly, rashly, and without preparation ? 

Have I not received it irreverently, and 
without spiritual affection, or broken the vows 
aod promises I then made ? 

' Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law.' 

COMMANDMENT III. 

Though I have not openly blasphemed the 
holy name of God, yet. 

Have I not slightly or irreverently mentioned 
his holy name or attributes ? 

Have I not profanely jested upon, or abused 
his holy word ? 

Have I not violated holy places, persons, or- 
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dinances, or any thing peculiarly dedicated to 
God? 

Have I not taken God's name in vain, by 
rashly appealing to him, in common and profane 
swearing ? 

Have I not taken false or unlawful oaths ; 
or broken my lawful oaths or vows, especially 
my baptismal vow ? 

^ Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law/ 

COMMANDMENT IV. 

Have I not neglected the public worship of 
God' on the sabbath-day ? 

Have I not mispent any part thereof in 
vain sports, idle discourses, complimentary 
visits, or unnecessary business ? 

Have I not permitted those under my charge 
to profane it ? 

Have I not forgotten to praise God, on this 
day, for the creation, and the resurrection, and 
for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit ? 

Have I praised him for all those other mer- 
cies, which are commemorated in the fasts and 
the festivals of the Church ? or, have I not 
slighted or abused these solemnities? 
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^ Lord, have inercj upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law.' 

COMMANDMENT V. 

Have I not omitted, or acted contrary to my 
duly, in those relations wherein I stand ? 

Have I not censured, envied, or railed against 
my domestic, ecclesiastical, or civil governors, 
instead of honouring, obeying, and praying for 
them ? 

Have I not been undutiful to my parents ; 
disloyal to my prince ; stubborn and unfaithful 
to my master; refractory and unthankful to 
my minister ; peevish and unkind to my yoke- 
fellow ? 

Have I been careful to instruct and encou- 
rage in well-doing; and to restrain from, or 
chastise for ill-doing, those under my charge ? 

' Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law.' 



COMMANDMENT VI. 



Though I have not actually taken away the 
life of any person, yet. 

Have I not made my neighbour's life grievous, 
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concealed designs against it, or willingly has- 
tened his death, or wished it P 

Have I not drawn him to any vice, which 
might destroy his health, or shorten his life ? 

Have I not been rashly or immoderately an- 
gry ; or used reviling and quarrelsome speeches ; 
or harboured thoughts and purposes of malice 
and revenge ? 

Have I not been intemperate in meat or drink, 
or, in any other ways, prejudiced my own health 
or endangered my life ? 

' Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law.' 

COMMANDMENT VII. 

Though I have escaped the grosser acts of 
adultery, and fornication, yet. 

Have I not neglected to use the means, to 
preserve my own and others' chastity ? 

Have I not, by feasting and intemperance, 
pampered my body, or, by cherishing unclean 
thoughts, purposes, and desires, defiled my 
soul? 

Have I not run into any occasions, or used 
any provocations, of wantonness ? 

Have I carefully abstained from every thing, 
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whether in reading or conversation, which might 
tend to cherish an impure imagination ? 

* Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law/ 



COMMANDMENT VIII. 

Though I have not been guilty of notorious 
stealiag, or robbery, yet» 

Have I not, by negligence in my particular 
calling, run into debt, without hopes or pur- 
poses of repayment ? 

Have I not wasted my own estate, and ruined 
my family, by idleness, or prodigality ? 

Have I not cheated my neighbour in buying 
and selling, or by breaking my covenants, by 
fraudulent writings, or by falsifying my word ? 

Have I not, by violence and oppression, ex- 
acted of my inferiors, or, by usurious dealings, 
taken advantage of others^ necessity ? 

Have I not wasted or embezzled that which 
was committed to my trust, refused to restore 
the pledge, abused what was lent, or denied 
that which was found by me ? 

' Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law.' 

o 
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COMMANDMENT IX. 

Though I have not before a magistrate directly 
sworn falsely, yet, 

Have I not accustomed myself to lying in my 
common discourse ? 

Have I not maliciously and uncharitably 
raised, or spread abroad, evil and false reports of 
my neighbour ? 

Have I never encouraged such ill reports, 
nor published the faults of another to his dis- 
grace ? 

Have I not undervalued good, or flattered 
bad men, and given also a false character to 
please a friend ? 

Have I not suffered an innocent person's 
good name to be traduced, when I had oppor- 
tunity or power to clear it ? 

Have I not, by pride conceived, or by boast 
ing uttered, false things concerning myself ? 

' Lord, have mercy upon me, and incline my 
heart to keep this law.' 

COMMANDMENT X. 

Have I not secretly murmured at the provi- 
dence of God, as if others had too much, and 
myself too little ? 
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Have I never greedily coveted the estate, 
honours, or comforts of my neighbours, nor 
sought, by evil means, to procure them to my- 
self? 

Have I not envied any, so as to be grieved 
at their prosperity, or to wish, or rejoice in, 
their losses and calamities ? 

Have I not been apt to undervalue all my 
own things, and neglected to give God thanks 
for them ? • 

Have I not toopassionately pursued riches, and 
honours, so as to neglect my soul, and religion, 
upon these accounts ? 

^ Lord, have mercy upon me, and write all 
these thy laws in my heart, I beseech thee.' — 
Dean Comber's * Companion to the Altar.' 



Note III. — Discouese H. — Page 30. 

Of the Collects. 

^ It is not necessary to dwell on the undis- 
puted excellence of these compositions. Pre- 
served, by divine Providence, unaltered for 

02 
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twelve hundred years, and fed upon, during 
that period, by all devout spirits, as the manna 
in the wilderness by the Israelites ; they are, 
next to the sacred Word itself, the clearest 
standards, whereby genuine piety may be dis- 
cerned ; the surest guidance, by which its pro* 
gress may be directed ; the highest mark, to 
which its wishes would aspire. In a word, 
where, except in the sacred volume. alone, does 
perfect Christian devotion glow with purer 
<'u:dour, or mount upward, with a firmer or a 
safer flight P ^ — Alexander Knox's ^ Remains,' 
vol. ii. 320. 



Note IV. —Discourse III. — Page 60. 

' One catholic and apostolic church.** 

The following passages, extracted from the 
correspondence between Knox and Jebb^ show 
how the book of Common Prayer is suited to 
illustrate the catholic character of the Church 
of England. 

' A catholic liturgy must be formed on a 
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catholic ploB ; ». e. from « harmony of those 
dispersed and vital truths, which, in different 
a^^, difiereiit countries, Und different churches, 
were popularly and effectually embodied, in es- 
tablished liturgies.' .... * Now, our liturgy 
is not the work qS one man ; of one society ; or 
o( one age ; but it is, like the British constitu* 
tion, a precious result of accumulative and col- 
lective wisdom. Its materials were gradually 
formed, and safely deposited among the records 
of various churches, eastern and western, more 
and less ancient; more and less pure; and, 
when time was ripe for its formation, its com- 
pilers were led, I verily believe, by a wisdom 
not their own, to proceed on the principle of re- 
jecting whatever was peculiar to any sect or 
party, to any age or nation ; and of retaining that 
sacred depositum, which had the common 'sanc- 
tion of all.** .... * Our liturgy is compiled 
from almost every form of prayer extant at the 
time of the Reformation ; from the ancient 
Greek and Roman liturgies; from the Sacra- 
mentary of Gregory ; from the Missal of Sa- 
rum ; and, where ancient liturgies seemed to 
fail of appropriate matter, from Lutheran, 
imd even Calvinistic formularies; though, in 
these latter instances, certain doctrinal asoerities 
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are mitigated, by the same mild spirit, which 
pervades the rest of the service.' .... * In ad- 
dition, therefore, to the touchstone of sacred 
Scripture, we have the ' semper et ubique' of 
the Catholic Church, to satisfy us that this, our 
national commentary, is framed according to 
the analogy of faith.' . . . • * Thus wovroxi? riyv 
aXrideiay, is the motto of our Church ; and if 
my theory be not fanciful, it is in virtue of this 
ubiquitarian principle, that she has attained the 
true temperament, both of doctrinal and spiri- 
tual religion.' .... ^ I may add, that the style 
of our liturgy, considering the period of its 
composition, is, in itself, a kind of literary mi- 
racle ; and that this form of sound words which 
can never become antiquated, whilst the English 
language retains its strength and purity, will 
always excite an emotion of mingled awe and 
admiration^by the venerable simplicity of former 
times. Now, if our Liturgy, like most other 
productions of the same day, had not only 
abounded with uncouth phraseology, but been 
cast, as it were, in a vulgar mould, subsequent 
alterations, not only verbal, but radical, would 
have been indispensable. For, at no assignable 
period, would the ruling party have been satis- 
fied with a mere improvement of style; the 
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doctrine and the spirit would have undergone a 
dreadful mutilation ; and we should in vain 
have had to look for that primitive piety, that 
deep experimental feeling, and, I cannot help 
adding, that sublime Christian philosophy, 
which, at present, so justly excite our admira- 
tion, and warm our hearts. The style, then, of 
our Liturgy, has been the safeguard of its 
sprit'— Bishop Jebb. Vol. i. p. 368—372. 

* To choose the language of antiquity, with 
which to address God for all spiritual blessings, 
is to adopt the guidance of antiquity, in the 
most essential way. The continental Churches 
were very happy to have antiquity for their ally, 
in combating their opposers. But to take anti- 
quity for the guide into Grod's nearest presence, 
is to give the fullest evidence of respect and 
confidence that can be shown for any authority 
below the supreme.' — Alexander Knox. Vol. ii. 
p. 303. 
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Note V. — Discourse IV. — Page 84. 

THE OFFEETOEY. 

A Meditation at the offering of our Alms. 

^ O LoBD, I give thee a small part of thine 
own, who hast given me all my earthly comforts, 
yea, thine own Son out of thy bosom, to become 
my salvation ; and hast not disdained to adopt 
me as an heir of thy glories. O that I could 
give a thousand times more ; thy lov€ deserves 
it ! What I now give, therefore, is given, not 
as a requital of thy favour, but as a testimony 
how much more I owe unto thee. My alms 
cannot extend to thee, who needest nothing. 
Only, sweetest Jesus, I do gladly embrace my 
poor brethren, and thy friends, whose souls thou 
hast purchased with thy dearest blood, and 
made them with me heirs of the same glory. I 
rejoice that thou acceptest so small a matter to 
them, as done to thy own self. Behold, there- 
fore, I beseech thee, a soul so sick and leprous, 
so poor and naked, that it needs thy mercy, more 
than the most indigent creature in the world 
my assistance. But, O my Saviour, this is a 
day of grace, in which thou scatterest thy boun- 
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ties. Wherefore remember my soul, which is 
undone without thy pity ; and sinofe t*iy mer- 
cies are infinitely greater than ours. Lord, do 
not pass me by. Far be it from me to think so 
meanly of thy lave, as to esteem «[iy alms the 
purchase of it. No, no, I do only, by this 
small token, give tbee the ttvery and seisin of me 
and aU mine. And, having vowed to ptfrsue a 
more glorious interest, and to seek thy kingdom, 
I do renounce the riches of this world, except 
as they may serve to testify my love to thee, 
who hast commanded me to lay up for myself 
treasures in heaven, where neither rust nor moth 
doth'isom&pt, and where thieves do not break 
through and steal. O happy exchange, and 
admirabk ^ay of gain ! But so thon art wont 
to deal with us, gracious Lord ! Thou accept- 
ed trifles from as, and givest glories to us, 
great wad ^ndles6, and inexpressible. I adore 
thee, O lOy Lord, and I love thee infinitely. 
And beoaose no earthly gift can bear proportion 
to su(^h' unspeakable goodness, I will give ihee 
my soul adso, and it shall be thine for ever. 
Awen.'— Detn Gwmber. 



II « I I 
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Note VL — Discourse IV.— Page 90. 

* The spirit of truth, unity, and concord.' 

* Truth without unity is weak, and trouble- 
some; unity without truth is dangerous and 
mischievous; and both without charity are 
insignificant, and cannot last long.'--* Dean 
Comber. 



Note VII. — Discourse IV.— Pa«e 93. 

Prayer for the Church Militant 

Bishop Jeremy Taylor, in speaking of in- 
tercessory prayer, says that * the believer's cup 
is crowned with health, and overflows with 
blessings ; so that all who drink of his cup, 
and eat at his table, are refreshed with his joys, 
and divide with him in his holy portions.^ He 
observes, on the other hand, with regard to the 
man, who neglects intercessory prayer, that he 
seems to ' ask, with Gideon of old, that the dew 
shall be upon his fleece only, while it is dry 
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upon all the earth beside.^ — Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor's Sermons on John ix. 31. 



Note VIII.— -Discourse V. — Page 108. 

' Our spiritual food and sustenance.' 

^ Consider what it is that is provided for us 
in this feast. It is " the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world." And oh ! 
how much it cost to furnish the holy table 
thus ! ^^ God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.^ But this is not all : this Lamb must be 
slain with the most exquisite torments. He 
must smart, and bleed, and die ; his body must 
be all broken, and his heart's blood poured 
forth, before he could become our sacramental 
food. And can we, dare we, refuse to taste of 
that, which was so dearly bought for us ? 
Moreover, as the Jews boasted of their manna, 
so of Christ may it be truly afiSrmed, that he is 
the bread from heaven, " able to content every 
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man's delight, and agreeing to every taste.^ 
(Wisd. xvi. 20.) Yea, Christ alone is all in 
all ; meat and medicine. He is pardon to the 
penitent ; light to the ignorant ; strength to the 
weak ; and comfort to the troubled spirit. He 
is provided for us, in this feast, as all that we 
need, or can desire. And do we slightly pass 
it by ? ' — Dean Comber.' 



Note IX. — Discourse V.— Page 110. 

* The dignity of this holy mystery.'* 

^ Let us, then, meditate on this Divine ordi- 
nance, and say to our souls, O how dreadful is 
this place ! Seemeth it a small thing unto diee 
to be feasted with God, waited on by angels^ 
fed with the body of Jesus, and refreshed wi& 
the cup g£ that saving blood, which hath atoned 
for the sins of the world ? What meaneth this 
secret, that so poor a wretch and sinful rebel 
should receive so great a favour, and be received 
to so near embraces ? Let ine not approadi to 
these awful mysteries, till I have drawn back 
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the veil, and worshipped Him, that feeds my 
body, in order to convey grace to my soul, and 
makes that visible to the eye of sense, which an- 
gels c&miot behold with open faces.' — Dean 
Comber. 



Note X.— Discourse V. — Page 113. 

^ Such excuses are not so easily accepted and 
allowed before Grod.^ 

^ If we be now so busy, when shall we be at 
leisure ? The world says, * Not yet.! The 
Aeski saith, ^ The next time." But the devil 
«ayg, * Never ! ' ... * There are two 
'dtiferent classes of persons, who absent them- 
selves from the Lord's table ; those who are so 
bold as to refuse to come at all ; and those who 
fBOre modestly put it off to another time. The 
former of these trample on the Lord'^s com- 
mand ; the latter trifle with it.' — Dean Comber. 
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Note XI. — Discourse VIL — Page 162. 

* Then we spiritually eat the flesh of Christ, 
and drink his blood ; then we dwell in Christy 
and Christ in us ; we are one with Christ, and 
Christ with us.' 

* The three members of this sentence would 
seem to stand together in a graduated order. 
* Spiritually' to ' eat the flesh of Christ,' and to 
^ drink his blood,' is the efiectual means of 
blessing ; to ^ dwell in Christy and Christ in 
us,' is the substance of that blessing ; and to be 
" one with Christ, and Christ with us," is its 
consummation and perfection 

* To * dwell in Christ,' is to possess an e£Pec- 
tual refuge from the strength of every possible 
temptation, and to have an unfailing resource 
in every trial, during our earthly pilgrimage, to 
which our mortal nature remains exposed. If 
we ^ dwell in Christ,' we no longer live in sin ; 
we no longer cleave to the world ; we are no 
longer the helpless victims of earthly vicissi- 
tudes ; but, amongst the sundry and manifold 
changes of the world, our hearts are surely there 
fixed, where true joys are to be found. ** In 
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the world,*^ said our Lord to his apostles, '^ ye 
shall have tribulation ; but in me, ye shall have 
peace." To * dwell in Christ,' therefore, is to 
enjoy this peace ; the peace of a mind no longer 
distracted by unruly passions, no longer led 
astray by foolish and hurtful lusts, but pre- 
served from inward as well as outward devia- 
tions, by its adherence to its centre of rest and 
safety ; and kept, as in a fortress, by the power 
of Gody through faith, unto salvation. 

* To have * Christ dwelling in us,' though ne- 
cessarily consequent on our ^ dwelling in Him,^ 
implies something still more excellent and happy. 
Our ' dweUing in Christ' includes all that be- 
longs to spiritual liberty and security. It is the 
perfect verification of what the psalmist has de- 
clared : " Whoso dwelleth under the defence 
of the Most High, shall abide under the shadow 
of the Almighty." But to have ^ Christ dwell- 
ing in us,^ is to be made spiritually rich, as well 
as spiritually secure. He dwells in us, only so 
far as he inspires us with the mind and tempers, 
the virtues and graces, of which He himself is 
the infinite fountain. " We saw his glory," 
says St. John, " the glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
And of his fulness have all we received, and 
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grace for grace ;^ each particular grace which 
is in Him, being specifically infused into the 
members of his mystical body. It is, then, hy 
the infusion of this fulness, that Christ is said, 
in the New Testament, to dwell in his faithful 
disciples. This is that sfxritual mystery, the 
riches of the glory of which St. Paul v/^as di- 
vinely commissioned to make known among the 
Grentiles: for nothing kss than this w^d 
verify his sublime definition o( it; which is, 
" Christ in you, the hope of glory." .... 

' There is no support or resource, which ^le 
gospel holds out to us^ which is not included in 
our * dwelling in Christ :' there is no height of 
moral and spiritual excellence, to which it Uh- 
vites our aspiring, which is not comprehended 
in ^ Christ € dwelling in us.^ But these Uess- 
ings and graces, when most red and gemaKne, 
still admit of advancement ; and that advance- 
ment being described by St. Paul, as the 
^' growing up unto Him, in isdl things, which 
is the head, even Christ," our Church has ter- 
minated its statement of ^eaohariistic blessings, 
in our being ^ one with Christ, and CfariM; with 
us.' 

^ Now, in these specific decllo^atioBG of aaera^ 
mental results, our Church repeats only, iti 
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substance, what has been pronounced by our 
Redeemer. ^^ He," saith Christ, '' that eateth 
my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in 
me, and I in him ;'^ and he immediately adds 
that still stronger and deeper declaration, which 
clearly suggested, and no less clearly supports, 
the thixd position : ^ We are one with Christ, 
and Christ with us.^ For such must be, indeed, 
our happy condition when these words are ful- 
filled in us : ** As the living Father hath sent 
me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth 
me, even he shall live by me.'' To live spiri- 
tually by Christ, is^ in the most important sense, 
to be * one with him.' We cannot therefore 
but conclude, that in stating our unity with 
Christ to be, as it were, the crowning result 
of a right reception of Christ in the eu- 
charistic ordinance, our Church means to 
designate, not only the reality, but the maturity 
of an inward and spiritual life, through that 
union with him, which He himself has illus- 
trated, by that of the branches of a vine with 
the main stem, by which they are sustained and 
nourished.' . . . . ^ And, so understood, the 
words present to us a consummation of the 
evangelical process, which, doubtless, in itself, 
admits of still higher and higher degrees of 



306 APPENDIX, 

advancement ; but beyond which, as to kind 
and nature, nothing of greater excellence can be 

conceived.' 

» # # # # 

^ It is true, indeed, that the Church does not 
stop, on this solemn occasion, to explain her 
sense of the scriptural language which she em- 
ploys. Had she done so, she would inevitably 
have weakened its force, and consequently les- 
sened its impressiveness. She left her meaning 
to be found in the tenour of those passages of 
the New Testament, from which she derived 
the terms in which she speaks ; and to be de- 
duced from the very nature of the institution ; 
I mean from its being a rite, not to be admi- 
nistered once only, like baptism, to each indi- 
vidual Christian, but, on the contrary, to be 
recurred to repeatedly, and continually, to 
the close of our pilgrimage on earth. This 
feature in the Eucharist,, declares it to be 
intended for continued and increasing benefit; 
I say increasing benefit, both because each right 
reception must add something to the character 
of the receiver, and also because the general 
rule must hold good in this particular instance : 
" Unto every one that hath shall be given, and 
he shall have abundance." In order, therefore. 
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to do adequate justice to the obvious purpose of 
this sacred ordinance, it was necessary to de- 
clare, not only its commencing, but its progres- 
sive, and, at length, consummate conduciveness 
to our spiritual redemption. This our Church 
has accordingly attended to ; and, in the fewest, 
but most deeply weighed, and exquisitely ap- 
plied words, she at once teaches the depth of 
blessing which has been, as it were, deposited 
for us in the sacred Eucharist, and the height 
of spiritual advancement and Christian maturity, 
to which we may arrive, by rightly availing our- 
selves of that wonderfully gracious provision. 
In a word, it is here placed in its justest light, 
and manifested in its fullest extent ; so as to ap- 
pear a true and perfect antitype of that mys- 
terious ladder, which Jacob saw in his vision at 
Bethel, whose foot, indeed, was on the earth, 
but whose top reached to heaven.' — Alexander 
Knox's Remains, vol. ii. see page 236 — 247. 
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Note XII. — Discourse VII. — Page 166. 

* Our Saviour Christ, both God and man.' 

* Behold, how fit a Saviour is provided ! 
One that is * God,' that he might conquer ; 
* man,' that he might suffer ; and both * Gtxi 
and man,' that he might reconcile the Divine 
Majesty lo human nature.' — Dean Comber. 



Note XIII. — Discourse VIL — Page 167. 

* Draw near with faith.' 

' Of that faith by which we are to eat Christ's 
body, and drink his blood in the Sacrament. 

* 1. There is no plainer notion of faith, or 
believing on Christ, than that which St. John 
gives us ; who speaks of it as being the same 
with receiving him, as in chap. i. verse 12 : 
*' As many as received him. to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name." 

'2. The principal, if not the only notion of 
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Christ, which is given us in the Sacrament, is 
that of a Saviour. And we need not view him 
under any other notion, provided we remember 
that he came into the world not only to deliver 
us from the guilt of sin, but also to '^ bless us, 
in turning away every one of us from his ini- 
quities;'' Acts iii. 26; and that he ^^ gave him- 
self for us, to purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." Titus ii. 14. 
But, forasmuch as there are many who profess 
to trust in Christ as a Saviour, while they have 
no ooncem about being his people, and ^^ obey- 
ing his gospel," 2 Thess. i. 8 ; the Scripture 
speaks of him as a Prince or Lord, as well as a 
Sayiour, Acts v. 31, 2 Peter i. 11 ; and plainly 
teaches us, that we must receive and own him 
as our Lord, or we can have neither part nor 
lot in him as a Saviour. 

* 3. That which is meant by the receiving of 
Christ, is a hearty and unfeigned consenting to 
this, that he shall be ours ; that is, our Saviour, 
in the fullest sense of the word, or, if you will, 
our Lord, as well as Saviour. 

* 4. Then it may be said that we consent to 
this, that Christ shall be our Saviour, when we 
look to him, and trust in him for salvation in all 
it$ parts and branches. To this we are led by 
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the fear of the wrath of God, due to us for our 
sins ; by the high thoughts that we have of the 
salvation that comes by the Lord Jesus ; and 
by the sense of this, that in him alone is our 
help found, and that, as he is able to save to 
the uttermost all them that come unto God by 
him, so he calls on us to look to him that we 
may be saved. 

* 5. And then it may be said that we consent 
to this, that Christ shall be our Lord as well as 
Saviour, when we own and submit to his au- 
thority, or yield ourselves to him, as his sub- 
jects and servants, at the same time that we look 
unto him for salvation. This supposes that we 
choose his service above all other service ; and 
that we are fully determined to forsake all that 
service which is contrary to, or inconsistent with 
his. 

^ 6. But it should be carefully observed, that 
this receiving of Christ, or consenting that he 
shall be ours, is not a sudden flash of passion, 
which, how violent soever it may be for the 
present, is soon over and gone, but a fixed and 
abiding principle in th6 soul, that brings forth 
fruit to perfection. Luke viii. 14. 

* 7. The Scripture expressly tells us, that 
" not the hearers of the law are just before 
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God, but that the doers of the law shall be 
justified." Rom. ii. 13. And hence it follows, 
that no faith in Christ can justify us, but what 
makes us doers, the sincere doers of the law of 
God. And whereas we read, that ^' the wicked 
shall go into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal," Matt. xxv. 46, we 
may be very sure that there is no faith that can 
save us^ but what makes us righteous. 

* 8. Agreeably to these things, we find that 
faith is used in Scripture, as being to the same 
sense with the " new creature;" Gal. vi. 15, 
compared with chap. v. 6 ; and that it is said 
to ** work by love," Gal. v. 6 ; to " purify the 
heart," Acts xv. 9 ; and to " overcome the 
world," 1 John v. 4. And because it makes 
such a wonderful change in our souls, and pro- 
duces such effects, the power which God has 
employed upon those who believe, is spoken of 
as exceeding great, and as corresponding to that 
mighty power which he exerted in raising Christ 
from the dead. Eph. i. 19, 20. 

^ 9. It may be added that, in the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, there is a real exhibition of 
Christ unto every believing soul. This may 
be considered as distinct from the tender of 
Christ, in the promises of the covenant of grace. 
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In the promises, the Father is particularly 
looked upon, as proposing and tendering Christ 
to us. In this ordinance, Christ makes an im- 
mediate tender of himself, and calls our faith to 
have respect to his grace, to his love, and to his 
readiness to unite and spiritually incorporate 
with us.' — Dr. John Owen's * Review of the 
Institution of the Lord's Supper.* 



Note XIV.— Discourse VII.— Page 176. 

' Lift up your hearts.' 

* We lift them up unto the Lord.' 

' The solemn words, used from the earliest 
times, in both the Eastern and Western Churchy 
and, through the distinguishing providence of 
God, preserved in our own, * Sursum corda,' 
and the reply of the faithful, * Habemus ad 
dominum,^ speak the one common feeling, in- 
fallibly excited by *' discerning the Lord's 
body" in the consecrated symbols, and, by con- 
sequence, looking for the blessing exclusively 
from Him, who makes those elements ** the 
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hiding of bis power." Hab. iii. 4. Tbe miDd 
thus impressed, will feel no tendency to ascribe 
to itself the benefit it may have received. If 
spiritual life be consciously felt to gain strength 
and ascendency, the fixed belief of a sacra- 
maital conveyance of that life, will, at once, 
increase the feeling of delight and of humility ; 
of delight, because the influences thus commu- 
nicated are so purely from the Godhead itself, 
as to imply a real commencement, as well as cer- 
tain pledge, of everlasting beatitude ; of hu- 
mility, because the direct and unmixed appre- 
hension of the divine power and presence, which 
the discernment of the Lord^s body in the 
symbols must imply, cannot but impress upon 
the mind of man such a sense of his own com- 
parative baseness and nothingness, and inspire 
such an habitual and deep sobriety, as could 
not be conceived equally producible through 
any other existing means in this lower world. 

^ And as the lowliness thus infused is of the 
same nature with that of angels, and has in it 
no tendency to superstitious weakness, so the 
satisfaction which is enjoyed has no relation to 
enthusiastic illusion. This latter is always the 
offspring of a supposed distinguishing commu- 
nication from God ; a peculiar afflatus, as it is 

P 
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imagined, by the mere will of the Spirit, and 
not subject to be controlled even by the clearest 
rules of Scripture. But however elevating the 
idea of the eucharistic intercourse with God, the 
mind is hereby raised to no giddy height ; the 
elevation, which must be experienced under a 
full apprehension of this divine provision, is as 
sober as it is sublime. The vouchsafement is 
extended to every capable member of the Chris- 
tian church ; the apparatus is such, as to act 
neither on the sensitive nor the passionate feel- 
ings, but solely on the purest perceptions of the 
mind, and the soundest sensibilities of the heart ; 
and the adorable agency itself has nothing in it 
akin to the whirlwind, the earthquake, or the 
fire ; but, in this instance, operates, as in the 
great economy of visible nature ; with the same 
silence, as in causing the earth to vegetate, or 
the planets to move in their orbits through the 
heavens. Need it then be said, that the glare 
of the meteor does not differ more from the 
light of the sun, than the transports of the 
enthusiast differ from those exalted apprehen- 
sions, which deep views of the sacrament of the 
Lord^s Supper must naturally both awaken and 
sustain in every devout mind and heart.' — 
Alexander Knox^s ^ Remains,' vol. ii, pages 213, 
214. 



APPENDIX. 315 

Note XV. — Discourse VII — Page 177. 

MEDITATIONS ADAPTED TO THE SEVERAL 
FESTIVALS OF THE CHURCH. 

1. A Meditation for the Communion at 

Christmas. 

'Welcome thrice blessed day ! The day, whose 
distant glories made the Father of the faithful 
to rejoice, and whose approaches filled the world 
with wonder and expectation. Thou wert 
ushered in with the angelic hymns, and thou 
hast been celebrated ever since with anthems of 
praise, because thou didst bring forth joy, and 
a Redeemer to mankind. Happy am I, that I 
have a sacrifice of thanksgiving in my hand^ to 
express the delight which my heart doth feeL 
This holy table is the altar, upon which I offer 
my acknowledgments for all mercies; and O 
how many, how great, are the mercies which 
this day brings to my remembrance ! So in- 
finite, they cannot be expressed, and yet so 
excellent, they must not be forgotten. This 
day hath reconciled heaven and earth, and hath 
made apparent contradictions friends, to find a 
way to help us ; as if nothing might disagree 
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when man was at peace with God. O my 
soul, summon all thy powers to admire and 
worship ! For all is miracle, and the height of 
wonder. Eternity begins to be ; the Maker of 
all is made Himself; an infinite Majesty is 
shrunk into the dimensions of a span. Yes, 
the Eternal Word takes upon him the form 
of a servant, and ' by the operation of the Holy 
Ghost is made very man, of the substance of 
the Virgin Mary, his mother ; and that without 
spot of sin, to make us clean from all sin.' All 
hail, sweetest Saviour ! How lovely is thy con- 
descension, how honourable thy self-abasement ! 
Thou hast more splendor in the rags of thy 
humility, than all the grandeurs of this world 
could give Thee. Thou art more a King, be- 
cause thou wouldest be like a slave for our sakes, 
and thou conquerest more hearts by thy stu- 
pendous love, and thy unparalleled self-denial. 
O ! how shall I celebrate this great solemnity ? 
Wherewithal shall I set forth my gratitude for 
this most auspicious day? I will receive the 
cup of salvation, and, with faith and transports 
of delight, feast upon the precious body and 
blood of that Saviour, who was ^ bom as on this 
day for me.' But it is not enough, dearest 
l^rd, that thou wast born for me, unless thou 
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art also born again in me, and, as it were, be- 
come incarnate in my heart. In thy birth, thou 
wast made one with us ; thou didst put on flesh, 
and wert a partaker of our humanity. And 
thou hast appointed this holy Sacrament, that I 
might be one with thee, be replenished with thy 
Spirit, and a partaker of thy divine nature. 
Nor is it any incongruity if I remember thy 
passion, and praise thee for thy incarnation, at 
once. For as soon as thou wast born, thou 
didst begin to die ; and the life which was here 
begun, compared to that glorious life which 
thou didst leave, was itself a very death. Thou 
wast born, moreover, that thou mightest be 
capable to suffer that death for us, which thy 
Divinity could not feel. Thy nativity, there- 
fore, was the first scene of thy passion ; for it 
introduced thy death, and that effected our 
salvation ; so that I will remember both toge- 
ther. In both, thou hast most admirably hum- 
bled thyself to the depth of misery ; and yet I 
doubt not but thou wouldst have stooped lower, 
if it had been either necessary or possible. But 
there needs no more testimonies of thy love. 
Blessed Jesus ! I am already overwhelmed with 
these, which are so strange and undeserved, so 
sweet and transporting, that my soul is con- 
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Strained to vent itself in thy praises. ^ To thee, 
therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 
I will give, as I am most bounden, continual 
thanks :' yea, ^ with angels and archangds,' &a' 

2. A Meditation far the Communion at Easter. 

' O my soul, adorn thyself with the garments 
of gladness, and prepare thy most triumphant 
hymns to go forth and meet this great returning 
Conqueror. Thou didst rejoice when he was 
pleased to undertake the combat, and didst 
celebrate his entrance into the lists with praises. 
How then will it transport thee, to behold Him 
come off with such success and honour ? His 
warfare is now accomplished^ and he hath passed 
through the scorn and cruelty of men, the 
malice and rage of devils, and the just, but 
severe anger of God. And after all this, thy 
Surety is set at liberty ; for he hath paid all 
thy debts, and cancelled all those dismal bonds, 
by which thou wert forfeited to eternal ruin. 
Thy Champion is victorious ; and, as the tro- 
phies of his conquest, he hath the keys of death 
and hell, and he leads them both in triumph, 
vanquished and disarmed. Blessed be He that 
Cometh in the name of the Lord 1 We receive 
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thee, dearest Saviour, as bom to us a second 
time, and this shall be thy great and glorious 
birthday. Thy former birth did shew thee to 
be the Son of Man, but this declares thee to be 
the Son of God ; and now we know that our 
Redeemer liveth. He that loved us so infi- 
nitely as to die for us, doth now ever live to 
intercede on our behalf. He that expressed 
such kindness to us in his passion, hath so fully 
demonstrated his own power in his resurrection, 
that we are sure he is as able as willing to 
deliver us. Let the heavens rejoice, and the 
earth be glad, for this is the day that the Lord 
bath made; a day to be had in everlasting 
remembrance, a time destined to jubilee and 
rejoicing. Behold, also, how Nature is raising 
herself from the grave of winter, as if desiring 
annually to celebrate the memory of her Lord's 
resurrection, in her green and fresh attire. 
Even the blinded Jews, in the midst of all 
their calamities, rejoice over their Paschal Lamb, 
for the deliverance of their fathers. But we 
have a nobler passover, for a greater deliverance. 
Christ our passover is sacrificed for us ; ^ He is 
the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for 
us, and hath taken away the sin of the world.' 
Therefore let us keep the feast, and that upon 
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the precious body and blood of the Lamb of 
God, who was slain, but is alii^e again, and 
behold he lives for evermore. Wherefore I will 
go to thy altar with joy, and tell out thy works 
with gladness, O most mighty Saviour, who hast 
not only died for my sins, but hast risen again 
for my justification. And, indeed, what com- 
fort could I have found in this memorial of thy 
death, if it had not been for thy resurrection ? 
This Sacrament is now become a feast of joy ; 
because it is an assurance of thy resurrection, 
as well as a commemoration of thy passion. 
And since thou livest, sweetest Jesus, we live 
also. Thy resurrection has raised our hearts 
from sad despair; it gives a new life to our 
hopes, it makes our sorrows light, our labours 
easy, our lives cheerful, and our death gain, 
because it hath lost its sting, and is become the 
gate into immortality. * By thy death thou 
hast destroyed death, and by thy rising to life 
again, thou hast restored to us everlasting life.' 
We can charm all our fears and troubles, there- 
fore, with this one word, ^' The Lord is risen,'' 
yea, " the Lord is risen, indeed !" Thou hast 
washed us in thy own blood, and hast made us 
kings and priests to God, to offer up, at this 
thy altar, never-ceasing praises. * To thee, 
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therefore, with the Father and the Holy Ghost^ 
we will give, as we are most boundeD, continual 
thanks :' yea, ^ with angels and archangels,' &c.'' 

3. A Meditation for the Communion on 

Ascension-Day, 

^ I see, O merciful Jesus, that thou art content 
for our sakes to stay here upon earth, when 
heaven longs for thy return. Thou hast these 
forty days denied thyself the full fruition of 
thy glories, to dispel the sorrow, and to confirm 
the faith of thy disciples ; and yet at last their 
tears and embraces shew how loth they are to 
part with thee. But, behold, the day of thy 
triumph is ccMne, and the holy myriads are sent 
to wait upon thee. The heavenly singers that 
go before, cry, " Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates ; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors^ 
that the King of Glory may come in." The 
angels who come out to meet thee, answer, in 
ecstasies of amazement, ^' Who is the King of 
Glory ?* And all the chorus that follow after, 
reply, " Even the Lord of Hosts, He is the 
King of Glory." And thus, with hymns and 
joyfvd acclamations, is Jesus welcomed to his 
mediatorial throne. And now, O my soul, why 
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standest thou gazing into heaven ? He is too 
high to be discerned, and too bright to be seai 
with mortal eyes, since cherubims are dazzled 
at his splendor. He is * ascended up into hea- 
ven to prepare a place for us ; that where he is, 
thither we may also ascend, and reign with him 
in glory.' He is gone to his proper place, and 
is ascended thither, whither thy desires carry 
thee, and where ere long thou shalt see him 
face to face. Thou standest, like Elisha, look- 
ing after him, and lamenting thy Master's de- 
parture; but he hath left his mantle behind 
him, even the mysteries of this holy Sacrament, 
which to thy faith is the flesh which he was 
clothed withal, and is designed to convey a 
double portion of his Spirit unto thee. So that 
he hath left his love with us, when his person 
was taken from us. Away then with these 
sighs and tears, and lament no longer the ab- 
sence of thy Lord, for he is in this blessed 
feast. He is here in his comforts and graces, 
here in his merits and his love ; and his Spirit 
can hereby minister the very benefits which his 
personal presence would have given thee. Go 
then, with all diligence ; taste of this heavenly 
provision ; and delight in it above all the sweet- 
nesses in the world, because it contains such 
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pledges and emblems of thy Redeemer's love ! 
When thou beholdest him that is thy head, 
^^ glorified with the glory which he had with 
his Father before the world was/' make haste to 
unite thyself nearer to him, by partaking of 
his body and blood, that thou mayest finally 
reign with him. In the mean time, raise up 
thy thoughts above this lower world, and de- 
clare thy desire to be with Jesus. Send thy 
heart before, and protest that if he had not left 
thee some little tastes of his sweetness, in the 
repast of this holy table by the way, thou 
couldest not have endured to be absent from 
him so long. And yet, by his Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter, he is with all his faithful people 
alway^ even unto the end of the world. And 
though he dwelleth in the high and holy place, 
he dwelleth also in that humble and thankful 
heart, into which we are about to receive him. 
As the celestial choir welcomed him, therefore, 
to his throne above, so will we receive him with 
joy into our poor souls ; and ^ to him, with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, we will give, as 
we are most bounden, continual thanks:' yea, 
* with angels and archangels,' &c '* 
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4. A Meditation for the Communion on Whit- 
Sunday. 

^ I will go to thy altar, O Lord, with a new 
sacrifice of praise, because thou hast given me 
a fresh instance of thy love this day. Thou art 
slow to punish thy enemies, but prompt to com- 
fort thy servants. For no sooner was thy 
misery changed into glory, than we received the 
greatest demonstration of thy affections. No 
sooner didst thou put on thy crown in heaven, 
than the earth felt the bounty of thy dispensa- 
tions. For it was not possible for thee, sweetest 
Jesu, to let thy promises remain long unper- 
formed, or the expectations of thy disciples 
unsatisfied. Being assembled, therefore, as on 
this day with one heart in one place, ^ according 
to thy most true promise, the Holy Ghost came 
down from heaven with a sudden and great 
sound, as it had been a mighty wind, in the 
likeness of fiery tongues, lighting upon the 
apostles, to teach them, and to lead them to all 
truth ; giving them both the gift of divers lan- 
guages, and also boldness with fervent zeal con- 
stantly to preach the gospel unto all nations ; 
whereby we have been brought out of darkness 
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and error, into the clear light, of the gospel. 
Behold the apostles, therefore, suddenly inspired 
with a heavenly power, such as they had never 
felt before ; vigorous as a mighty wind, cheer- 
ing as the morning light, inflaming their hearts, 
with zeal, and filling their mouths with anthems, 
indited in the languages of all the world. O 
wonderful change ! Their ignorance is turned 
into learning, their *fear into courage^ their 
weakness into strength, their sorrow into joy, 
and, in a moment, they are made able to con- 
found the policy, and conquer the opposition, of 
the heathen world, and, notwithstanding all the 
devices of Satan, to set up the kingdom of the 
Lord Christ. And shall not we praise thee, O 
Lord, for these miraculous dispensations, by 
which the gospel was made known to us, even 
to us, in these utmost comers of the earth ? Yes, 
holy Jesus, we will also meet with one accord 
at thy table, not doubting but that thou would- 
est give us the same measures of thy Spirit 
there, if our duty or our necessity did require it. 
It is enough to us that thou knowest our needs. 
More than will supply them we dare not ask ; 
less thou wilt not give. Thou hast freely shed 
thy blood for us on the cross; wherefore we 
bdieve that thou wilt not deny us thy Spirit, 
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glory of the Father, the same we believe of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without any dif- 
ference or inequality.' And I am the more 
confirmed in this truth, because I learn by it to 
worship with a regular devotion. For I am 
thus taught to pray to the Father, in the name 
of the Son, through the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost ; and as long as I live will I praise thee, 
O God, and magnify thee in this manner. More 
particularly at this holy feast, will I bless thee 
for so excellent a revelation, since this ordinance 
itself contains many things above my under- 
standing, and is all mystery. The Trinity is 
the article, and this sacrament the rite, which 
do distinguish thy true religion from all the 
sects in the world. Wherefore, by observing 
this rite, I do embrace this faith ; and, as often 
as I partake of these sacred mysteries, I do, in 
effect, avow my determination to live and die in 
this faith, resolving never to have any other 
Lord. And when I find the Father giving, the 
Son given, and the Holy Ghost dispensing that 
gift unto my soul, in this sacred communion, it 
shall be a greater confirmation to my faith in 
this Divine mystery, than can be acquired from 
the most curious search into it. I desire. Lord, 
that my reason may submit to thy word ; and I 
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will be content to stay for a full apprehension of 
this sublime truth, till I am advanced to a state 
of angelic perfection, and come to behold the 
glories of the triune God. Till then, I will 
bless thee for what I know, believe more than 
I can perceive, and deem it my highest privilege 
to join with the heavenly choir in acknowledg- 
ing the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in 
wcxrshipping thy divine Majesty. ' Therefore 
with angels and archangels/ Sec' 

Dean Comber. 



Note XVI.— Discourse VIII.— Page 200. 

Meditations on the words of Consecration, 

" Who in the same night that he was be- 
trayed." 

' Behold what kind of love, O my soul, is ex- 
pressed by thy Redeemer ! When our sins, 
his treacherous servant, and his enraged ene- 
mies were contriving his death, he was designing 
an excellent benefit for us. The stream of his 
affections was so strong, that no baseness or in- 
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gratitude could check it. To our weak appre- 
hensions, it might have appeared probable that 
the horrors of this dismal night would have 
made him repent of his undertaking, and have 
put him upon reversing all his former favours. 
But lo ! he confers a greater than any he had 
given before, and appoints this as a seal, to con> 
firm and convey the rest unto us. Thy love 
was stronger than death ; and when all the ter- 
rors of thy dreadful passion were in view, thy 
soul was so calm as to be at leisure to institute 
this feast of joy and gladness. Surely I will 
entertain this festival with the dearest regards 
I can express, since it was one of the last and 
greatest testimonies of the love of a dying 
Friend. This blessed legacy, this parting re- 
membrance * shall be in my heart for ever !* 

" Took bread.'' 

* Blessed Jesus, how lovely is thy humility ! 
Thou hast chosen to be represented by bread ; 
and though some curious or costly preparation 
had been more agreeable to thy dignity, yet this 
doth best express thy condescension. Bread is 
the poor man's food, yet necessary also for the 
rich ; the most ancient, constant, universal, and 
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necessary sustenance of mankind, and therefore 
a lively emblem of thy all-sufficient and uncon- 
fined love. It springs from the earth, yet it is 
the staff of our life, and given to strengthen 
man'^s heart. And so it signifies that body 
which thou didst take from the earth, and didst 
give for the life of the world ; being contented 
that it should be beaten and bruised,^winnowed 
and ground ; yea, and prepared by all the va- 
rieties of suffering, that it might become food 
for our souls. O that I may receive thee by 
faith ; and then I know that I shall draw the 
most salutary nourishment from thee, and that 
thou wilt as effectually be united to my soul, as 
the bread which is eaten is to my body. Let 
me eat this holy bread in charity ; that as the 
many grains are compacted into one loaf, so we, 
being many fellow-Christians, may all be united 
into that one body, of which thou art the head. 
The meanness of the outward part, is not to me 
any disparagement to this blessed mystery ; but 
I rejoice that thou hast chosen that which is so 
easy for all to procure, in all places, and at all 
times, because it is so necessary for all persons. 
Lord, enable me to eat this bread with faith, and 
I shall receive thee as the bread of life to my 
soul. I see, O merciful Jesus, that thou hast 
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taken bread into thy bountiful hands; and, be- 
holdy I faint for hunger. My strength is gone; 
my sight faileth ; I languish for this spiritual 
food. Happy am I, who am once again come 
so nigh thee on this blessed day of distribution. 
I beseech thee, do not pass me by. As thou 
takest this bread, so didst thou take thy body, 
only to be broken in sacrifice for us, and in 
sacrament to us. Let me not, therefore, want 
my part.' 

" And when he had given thanks.^' 

^ And dost thou, O my Lord, give thanks for 
my redemption, which cost thee so much pain 
and agony ? How much more then should I do 
so, to whom all advantage doth redound? 
Thou hadst the bitter, but I the sweet; thou 
the misery, but I the benefit thereof. And yet 
thou enterest upon it with thanksgiving, to shew 
how freely thou didst suffer for our good, and to 
teach us cheerfully to suffer for thy sake. If 
thou addressest thyself for thy death, by prais- 
ing God in this holy institution, shall I not 
compose myself for this blessed feast, by giving 
thanks also ? especially since, by blessing God 
for it, I shall bring down a blessing on it, to 
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make it become the bread of life. Wherefore I 
do here join my eucharist to thine, holy Jesus, 
and do bless the Lord, with all my soul, for this 
heavenly repast. O shew thy acceptance of 
my praises, by hallowing these elements to the 
purposes, for which they are designed.' 



it 



He brake it, and gave it to his disciples." 



* O my fainting soul, make haste ! Behold 
thy gracious Master is dealing his bread to 
those that hunger after righteousness, and, if 
thy desires be as great as thy necessities, they 
will make thee run hither to partake of his 
bounty. Be not discouraged with thy unwor- 
thiness, for he giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraideth no man. It is a mighty honour to 
receive the meanest token from the hands of a 
king; but here both the gift is excellent in 
itself, and it is a pledge of the love of Him, who 
is the King of kings, and Lord of glory. The 
gift is most profitable, and the giver most ho- 
nourable. Dear Jesus, give me a share thereof, 
and I will ever value the gift, and love the 
Giver. Declare me to be thine, by feeding me 
at thy table, thou who wert content to be bruised 
and broken, to satisfy my offended God. Oh I 
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be pleased to give thyself and the merits of this 
thy passion unto me, to satisfy my earnest long- 
ings, and it shall be so welcome, that I shall 
cry, ** Lord, evermore give me this bread ! 
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" Saying, Take, eat, this is my body, which 
is given for you." 

* There is, indeed^ a mighty difference between 
the feeding of my body, and the refreshing of 
my soul; and that which enters in by the 
mouth, cannot of itself reach thither. Yet I 
am commanded, when I come for a spiritual 
relief, to " take and eat,", and I will not in- 
quire, but obey ; because he that prescribes this 
method can work wonders, and at once satisfy 
both body and soul. Wherefore I will per- 
form the outward part, and, at the same time, 
lift up my soul above these visible representa- 
tions. And being sensible of my offences against 
heaven, while I am pressing with my teeth the 
holy bread, my faith shall feast upon the satis- 
faction made by my Redeemer's passion, until I 
find my soul is nourished with the joy, the 
peace, and the comfort, which it draws from 
thence. As he hath made his oblation mine, by 
his designing it for me ; so I will make it mine. 
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also, by a particular application. O strengthen 
my hand by a lively faith, and open my mouth 
by fervent desires ; so will I take and eat this, 
and rejoice in an emblem which leads me so 
effectually into that within the veil. And while 
I am performing the bodily part, let my soul 
feel the spiritual efficacy of thy grace, that I 
may not eat unworthily, or to condemnation. 
Lord, I feed upon thy love ; I lay hold upon 
thy promises ; and I will take and eat these, as 
well as the material part, if thou wilt graciously 
enable me so to do.' 



11 



*^ Do this in remembrance of me. 



^ It is but too apparent, blessed Lord, how apt 
we are to forget thy dear love to us, and thy 
bitter sufferings for us. Our continual trans- 
gressions publish it, and our present coldness 
and indifference do declare it. Praised, there- 
fore, be thy goodness for these lively emblems 
of thy most meritorious cross and passion. Oh ! 
that we may behold them with the same affec- 
tions, with which we should have been moved, 
had we been spectators of thy mysterious suf- 
ferings ; so shall they imprint the characters of 
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thy love so deep upon our hearts, that neither 
time nor temptation shall obliterate them. Be- 
hold we do here most affectionately call to mind 
the humility of thine incarnation, the merit of 
thy death, the power of thy resurrection, and 
the glories of thine ascension. And thus, in 
keeping this feast, dearest Jesus, according to 
thine own appointment, we do shew our thank- 
fulness for thy passion, our faith in thy resur- 
rection, and our hope of thy second coming.* 
We will commemorate thy all-sufficient sacrifice 
before the Father, to pacify his anger against 
us ; before the world, to testify our hope in a 
crucified Saviour; and before ourselves, to 
renew our sense of thy inexpressible love. We 
will " do this*** so often, and so sincerely, with so 
much zeal and holy passion, that if it be 
possible, neither we, nor any others, shall 
ever be unmindful of thee. And when we 
cannot have the symbols before our eyes, the 
impressions of them shall remain in our minds, 
and our lives shall witness that we are not for- 
getful of thee.** 

* " In commemorationem mei:" i.e. hoc modo mortem 
meam prsedicabitis, resurrectionem annuntiabitis, adventum 
sperabitis, donee itenim reniam. — Ambrose de Sacr. lib. ir. 
cap* 5. 
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** Likewise, after supper, he took the cup, 
and when he had given thanks."" 

' O ! what preparations is our gracious Master 
making for us I He thinks it not enough to 
give us his blessed body, with the merit of all 
those torments which he suffered in the flesh ; 
but he is also pleased to pour out his blood, 
and his life together with it, that we might 
drink thereof, and so take, as it were, his very 
soul into us. Alas ! we are faint and feeble, 
ready to die and languish, and he hath made 
us a cordial with his own heart's blood. 
Miserable wretches as we are, that nothing less 
will help us ! But, O how gracious a Redeemer 
have we, that will not deny us this ! Behold, 
O Lord, we thirst for this cup of salvation and 
thanksgiving. Thou that hast prepared it for 
us, make it thy holy blood, and then it shall 
cleanse our souls, and make us thine for ever.' 



" He gave it to them, saying. Drink ye all 
of this, for this is my blood of the New Tes- 
tament, which is shed for you and for many for 
the remission of sins." 



Q 
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it. I will, by faith, esteem it as my Saviour^s 
blood, and though I am unworthy of so divine 
a cordial, yet my soul gaspeth for it, and with- 
'*>it it, alas ! I must die and perish.' 
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^^ Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in re- 
membrance of me. Amen.'^ 

^ Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and I doubt not but the mystery is rightly ac- 
complished. I am persuaded that here is that 
which my soul longeth after, viz. a crucified 
Saviour, communicating himself to poor peni- 
tent sinners. Oh ! let me be reckoned among 
that number, and then I shall assuredly receive 
thee. Holy Jesus ! Amen.' — Dean Comber. 

* In this holy Sacrament, Christ himself, by 
his minister, assures every particular person, 
that his body was given, and that his blood was 
shed, for him or for her ; which is an extra- 
ordinary help to our faith. For by this means 
everyone, upon the receipt of the sacred elements, 
hath a fair occasion, yea, reason given him to 
think thus with himself. My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord ; my Spirit rejoiceth in God my 
Saviour. Blessed be God; blessed be the 
eternal Son of God, he himself is become my 
Saviour. He loved me, and gave himself for 
me, even for me also, the unwortbiest of all his 
creatures. His body was broken, his blood was 
shed for me ; and he hath now given it to me, 

Q 2 
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that my sins may be pardoned, and that my 
soul may be saved by it. What then if my 
sins be many ? What, if my sins be great ? I 
confess they are so ; they are very many, and 
they are verj' great. But I am truly humbled 
for them ; I heartily repent of them ; I sted- 
fastly resolve, by Grod's assistance, never to re- 
turn any more unto them, but to spend the rest 
of my life entirely in his service and to his 
honour. What need I fear ? Shall I fear the 
curse of the law ? My Saviour hath redeemed 
me from it, being made a curse for me ^1 I 

fear shame, or pain, or death itself ? M^ oaviour 
hath suffered them all for me, so that none of 
them can now come near to hurt me. Shall I 
fear that sin shall still have dominion over me ? 
jNIv Saviour hath overcome it, and his grace 
shall be sufficient for me. Shall I fear the 
powers of hell? My Saviour hath triumphed 
over them all, and will enable me to do so too. 
Shall I fear the wrath of God ? My Saviour 
hath appeased it with his own blood, and so 
hath restored me to his love and favour : for he 
died for me He himself hath now told me so ; 
and therefore I believe it, and am now ** per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
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sent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
me from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus my Lord.' — Bishop Beveridge's Treatise 
on * The Necessity and Advantage of Frequent 
Communion.' 

^ 1. Had this been all which our Lord had 
said of the cup, viz. " This is my blood, which 
is shed for you ;" as it would only have served, 
like the bread, to have set Christ before us as 
crucified for us, it would not have tended to 
any other end than the giving of the bread. 

2. But we find that our Lord has also spoken 
of the cup, as " the new covenant in his blood ;*" 
and this notion being peculiar to the cup, we 
may reasonably say that it is that which we are 
principally to regard in receiving it. 

3. When, therefore, the cup is about to be 
put into our hands, it will be proper for us to 
consider our blessed Saviour as the mediator of 
the new covenant, and as assuring us that, having 
shed his blood, he has done all that was neces- 
sary to reconcile God to us, his sinful and re- 
bellious creatures ; so that now he may be just, 
and yet publicly admit us into covenant with 
himself; and that all the articles of this cove- 
nant are drawn, and signed, and sealed, as it 
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were, in this precious blood, so that nothing 
is wanted to complete the blessed work but our 
accepting, signing, and scaling the same. And 
to this he calls and invites us. 

4. This is so amazing, that we may well be 
crying out, ' But is it so in very deed ?' Is 
there any ground for the transporting thought, 
thiit the great God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, will solemnly ratify a covenant of peace 
and friendship with us ; even with us, who, by 
our sins, have brought ourselves under the curse 
of his righteous law ? Is it for condemned 
criminals to look for such a high privilege as 
this? When we consider what we are, and 
when we consider our long and obstinate rebel- 
lion against the Lord our Maker, how much 
reason have we to fear that he will deal with 
us as with the angels that sinned, " whom he 
cast down to Iiell, and delivered into chains of 
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment !" 
2 Peter ii. 4. Well might there remain no sa- 
crifice for our sins, " but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment, and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries !" Heb. x,27. 
Well might shame and confusion for ever cover 
us ! But now, as if it were to silence all our 
fears, our compassionate Redeemer not only 
speaks of liis blood as the foundation and seal. 
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as well as token of the new covenant, but ex- 
pressly assures us that it was " shed for us, for 
the remission of sins/' 

5. Being filled, therefore, with a sense of 
our obligations to God for the unspeakable gift 
of his love, the gift of his Son ; and building 
all our hopes on his sufi^erings and death, we 
should cheerfully and thankfully receive the 
cup in token of our hearty acceptance of God's 
offered grace, and of our solemnly engaging that 
we will be his, and will spend all our days in 
his service. 

6. Indeed^ had our blessed Saviour appointed 
the cup with no other view than to stir us up to 
a repetition of that faith in him, as crucified for 
us, which we are to exercise when taking and 
eating the bread, it would still have been our 
bounden and sacred duty to have complied with 
his institution. But when he hath appointed it 
not only for that purpose, but also to encourage 
and engage us solemnly to covenant with the 
Tjord, that he shall be our God, and that we 
will be his people, we should be so far from 
thinking it needless to receive the cup, that we 
should rather look upon the receiving of it as a 
matter of even greater importance to us than 
the eating of the bread.** — Dr. John Owen. 
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XoTK XVII.— DiscoumsE VIII.— Page 201. 

^" Whok in the same night that he was be- 
tnT«d« took bRttd. Sec. likewise, after supper, 
he took the cup^*^ &c. 

* CoDAftder the dements^ bread and wine, not 

in their natural state, but aftar having gone 

through the process best calculated to render 

them :serricettble to the support of the human 

frame. Com is ground, and the grapes are 

trodden, to tvpify the sufferings of Christ, and 

teiftch us that an absolute God is not the God 

we vorshipu We hare none of the elements of 

tliat neiigioQ which can meet an absolute Grod ; 

we must have a Saviour; we must have food 

that has been in the fire of divine vengeance. 

Vou remember the injuncticHi, ^^ Eat not of it 

raw ?^ The nian who is acquainted with his 

own hearts requires a Saviour who has atoned 

for sin ; one who has passed through the flames 

o( divine vengeance, and trodden the wine-press 

of the wrath of God : a living Saviour now, 

and therefore living fiood.' 

« # « * « 

^ Food assimilates itself to the human body, 
blends with it, and eventually becomes a part 
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of it : but here the type is imperfect, as all 
types are. The spiritual food that we receive, 
assimilates us to itself, not itself to us. By 
faith in Jesus Christ we become like him ; parts 
of his mystical body.* — Rev. William Howels, 
on the Lord's Supper. Sermons, vol. ii. pages 
500—502. 



Note XVIIL— Discourse VIII.— Page 203. 

' " The communion of the Lord's blood," and 
^* the communion of the Lord's body,'^ must 
have, as terms, the same profound import ; as 
blessings, the same infinite value, yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever. Let not, therefore, the sim- 
plicity of what is visible to our bodily sight, 
veil from our mental eye those invisible realities, 
which are to us so consolatory, and in themselves 
so glorious. On the contrary, let us recognise 
the same spirit of meek majesty, which veiled 
its transcendent brightness in the mystery of 
the incarnation, as still continuing the like gra* 
cious condescension in the mystery of the 
Eucharist; and let us joyfully and reverently 

q5 
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approach to do homage to our King, who, in 
this his own peculiar institution, comes to dif- 
fuse benediction in his mystical Zion, witli the 
same apparent lowliness, as when, in conformity 
with the divine prediction, he entered his literal 
Jerusalem, " sitting upon an ass, and upon a 
colt, the foal of an ass."'— Alexander Knox's 
Remains, Vol. ii, pages 221, 222. 

' In what brighter, or lovelier light, could 
ihe eucharistic symbols have been placed before 
us, than as the " communion" of the incarnate 
Messiah's " body" and " blood ?" Let us, then, 
regard tliem in the light which belongs to them: 
that, so regarded, they may the more effectually 
draw our minds and hearts to that which they 
exhibit — the person and character, the unspeak- 
able mercy, and omnipotent grace, of our Lord 
and Saviour : that we may delight in the insti- 
tution, to which those impressive symbols give 
character and meaning ; and love the society, 
and even the place, in which this mystery is 
transacted — the mystery of Him, " who liveth 
and was dead, and is alive for evermore," re- 
visiting his people, as effectiiallv, though invi- 
sibly, as he came to his apostles, when the doors 
were shut, for fear of the Jews ; coming, as it 
becomes Emmanuel, God wiih us, to come, for a 
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purpose, in which all his former acts are made 
effectual; and to accomplish it in a manner 
which angels cannot but desire to look into; 
coming, therefore, with a glory, which, were it 
unveiled, would be insupportable by our feeble 
nature ; in a word, so coming, as to make the 
transaction, in all its features and circumstances, 
a constant occasion of rational wonder, sober 
elevation^ and undeclining joy ; of exquisite and 
inexhaustible reflection on things that are past ; 
of heart-satisfying confidence in things that are 
present ; of hope for the future, brighter than 
the sun, high as heaven, and boundless as eter- 
nity.'— Ibid. Vol. ii, pages 388, 389- 



Note XIX. — Discourse IX. — Page 225. 

* We offer and present unto thee, O Lord, 
ourselves, our souls, and bodies, to be a reason- 
able, holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee.' 

' When many of Socrates'is scholars presented 
him with large donations, poor ^schines came 
blushing to him, and said, ^ Sir, I have nothing 
to give which is worthy of you ; but I here offer 
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unto you all that I have to give, viz. myself, and 
I beseech you to accept this present, consider- 
ing, that though others have given you more, 
yet none hath left himself so little as I, who 
have given you myself, and all at once.^ To 
whom Socrates made this reply, even as Christ 
will do to those who present themselves to him ; 
* Thou couldest not have given me any gift 
more acceptable than thyself, and ic shall be my 
care to keep this gift choicely, and I will return 
thee back again to thyself better than I received 
thee.' * — Dean Comber. 



Note XX. — Discourse IX. — Page 226. 

* Thou dost assure us thereby of thy favour 
and goodness towards us.' 

' The holy Communion will clearly appear 
to be a pledge of God's * favour and goodness 
towards us,^ when it is regarded not as an or- 
dinary feast; but as a feast upon the body and 
blood of Christ, as the great sin-offering. Now 
it was not lawful of old, for any to taste of the 
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expiatory sacrifices, because these offerings 
could not wholly abolish sin, or remove the 
anger of God. He was not so perfectly recon- 
ciled by them, as to give back the oflTerers any 
part, on which they might feast with him. But 
by the perfect oblation of Jesus Christ, it is 
evident that the Divine justice is fully satisfied ; 
and therefore Christ is given back to us in the 
holy Communion, that we may partake of his 
body and blood, and thereby be assured that 
God will remember our sins no more.' 

Dean Comber. 



Note XXI. — DiscoaasE IX. — Page 226. 

* Heirs, through hope, of his everlasting 
kingdom.' 

* Our Lord,' saith St. Bernard, * hath a 
double right to this kingdom : the one by inhe- 
ritance, as he is the Son of God, and that is 
sufficient for himself ; the other by purchase, as 
he is our Saviour, and this he bequeaths to us. 
And when we remember that it was our lusts 
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which were the death of this our dearest Lord, 
who hath made over this inheritance to us, we 
must believe it to be our duty, as we are heirs of 
his kingdom, to be the avengers of his blood, 
(Numbers xxxv. 21,) or else the law esteems us 
unworthy of the inheritance.^ — Dean Comber. 



Note XXII.— Discourse IX.— Page 229. 

An Act of Oblation of Ourselves, or the Form of 
a Vow, after the Holy Communion, 

' O most merciful Lord God, I am amazed at 
the mighty favours which thou hast shown to 
me, a sinful, wretched creature ! I cannot but 
acknowledge thy goodness, although I can make 
no return. Had I all the world at my disposal, 
I could freely give it all to thee, as a testimony 
of my unfeigned gratitude. But I hear thy 
gracious voice, saying, " My son, give me thy 
heart." It is not mine, dearest Lord, but me, 
thou seekest. Sinful and miserable though I 
am, yet I am that purchase, for which Jesus left 
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his glory, laid down his life, died and suffered all 
these things. O marvellous condescension ! I 
am nothing ; I have nothing ; I am void of all 
good, full of evil, and deserving thy wrath, so 
that I abhor myself; and canst thou yet stretch 
forth thy hands to me ? Be it so then ; for I 
will dispute no more with unsearchable mercy. 
I believe, O my God, and wonder. I can no 
longer resist thy condescending and Almighty 
love, but will, with all the joy imaginable, give 
myself to thee, for thou hast but lately restored 
me to myself. Alas ! I have been a prisoner to 
Satan, a slave to sin, and marked for destruc- 
tion. But thou hast procured my pardon, my 
liberty, and my life; and thou requirest no 
more for such unspeakable bounty, but only 
that I will entirely become thine. Such as I 
am, then, I do most freely surrender myself, 
both soul and body, unto thee, avowing that I 
will be no more my own, but thy servant in all 
things. My understanding shall inquire after 
thee, my will shall choose thee, my affections 
shall embrace thee, my senses shall obey thee, 
my passions shall be at thy command, and my 
thoughts shall be always of thee. O be thou 
pleased to come and reign over me, and to take 
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possession of me ; for thou hast won my heart. 
I shall never be my own, till thou hast made me 
thine. And when I am thine, let me never be 
so unjust and ungrateful, so foolish and absurd, 
so perjured and sacrilegious, as to rob thee of 
myself hereafter, or wilfully to profane my body 
or soul any more. It is indeed a miserable gift 
that I offer, a defiled body, a stained soul, and 
corrupt affections. But it is all that I have to 
give, and all that thou requirest, and it will be 
freer and better by being thine. Let me never 
have any other Master ; and let me never sully 
that which the blood of Christ hath washed, or 
sell that to Satan which hath been bought for 
God. Show me, therefore, gracious Lord, by 
the workings of thy Spirit within me, that thou 
hast indeed accepted me; yea, give me such 
help from above, that I may always perform my 
vows, and never deprive thee of that which I 
have dedicated to thee in the sincerity of ray 
soul. I have sworn, and I am stedfastly pur- 
posed to keep thy righteous judgments. I am 
thine, O save me for thy mercies'* sake. Amen.' 
— Dean Comber. 
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Note XXIII.— Discourse IX.— Page 932. ^ 

MediiatioTis upon the Gloria in Excelsis. 

' Glory be to God on high, and in earth 
])eacc, good will towards men.' 

• my soul, behold, and blush to see the angels 
sing for thy felicity, while thou art silent and 
unmoved. The lieaven is calm above thee, the 
earth isquiet round about thee, and thy God hath 
testified his good will unto thee. Rejoice and 
be exceeding glad ; admire and ctlebrate the 
love of Jesus, and the efficacy of that sacrifice, 
which hath filled heaven with glory, earth with 
peace, and all the world with comfort. O ye ce- 
lestial powers, it is my concern to magnify him, 
to whom you pay those praises ; for I have re- 
ceived those mercies, which are the cause of 
your joy. Wherefore I will join with you, and 
bless my God in the highest strain; and I will 
pray that I may extol him more highly. O let 
all the Lord's redeemed on earth, and all the 
glorious spirits of heaven, unite their voices, till 
all the world do resound with his praise, who 
hath restored peace to us, and shewed such 
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good will unto men. ^^ Hosanna in the high- 
est ! " 



* We praise thee, we bless thee, we glorify 
thee, we give thanks unto thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty.' 

' O God, the Father of heaven, whose mercy is 
over all the world, I am infinitely pleased to 
behold the glory, and to hear the praises, which 
thou hast gotten by thy mercy to poor sinners. 
And I could even pour out my soul, in the ma- 
nifestation of that joy which my heart conceiv- 
eth, at thy so universal honour. Wherefore I 
will praise thee by acknowledgments, and bless 
thee with hymns ; I will worship thee with the 
lowest reverence, and glorify thee in the highest 
note ; yea, I will give thanks unto thee with all 
my soul, for thy pity and thy patience, thy 
mercy, and long-suffering, thy bounty, and 
loving-kindness towards thy unworthy and mi- 
serable creatures. And as all men do share in 
thy goodness, I hope they will join in thy 
praises, ascribing " blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, unto him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. Amen." 
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' O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesu Christ, 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the worid, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, receive 
our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.** 

* How shall we express thy welcome into our 
souls, blessed Jesus ! or, how shall we celebrate 
thy praise? We will remember what thou art 
in thyself, all glorious in thine own perfections, 
and what thou hast done for us. O thou eter- 
nal and only begotten Son of God, equal to the 
Father, thou art thyself both Lord and Gt>d. 
How lovely art thou, O thou innocent Lamb of 
God, incircled with millions of redeemed souls, 
whom thou hast washed in thy blood ! O how 
illustrious a brightness shines round about thee^ 
whilst, in the midst of all thy happiness, thou 
art interceding for poor sinners ! I adore thee, 
and long to do thee honour ; and I delight to 
see all the angels of heaven worshipping thee, 
my Lord, and my God. Hast thou merited so 
much on earth, and hast thou so much glory in 
heaven, sweetest Saviour ! Then, of a truth, 
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" thy sheep shall never perish, ueither shall any 
one pluck them out of thy hand." Behold, 
how many poor souls are prostrate before thee, 
admiring and publishing the merits of thy death, 
and the power of thy intercession. Hear our 
importunate supplications, O Lord, and help 
us, that we may be able, by our own blessed ex- 
perience, to proclaim thy goodness. Amen. ' 

' For thou only art holy, thou only art the 
Lord, thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen.' 

' We have exalted thee, O Lord, as high as 
we can, and yet not as high as really thou art. 
We will apply ourselves to thee only for holiness, 
for thou only art most holy. We will seek for 
succour and protection from thee, for thou art 
the Lord of lords. And we will not doubt of 
acceptance with our heavenly Father, because 
thou art at his right hand, angels, and authori- 
ties, and powers, being made subject unto thee. 
Thou upholdest all things, in heaven and eartli, 
by the word of thy power ; and, to my endless 
comfort, whatsoever thou art, thou hast made 
thyself mine ; so that the greater thy glory 
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is, the greater my happiness, now by faith, 
hereafter by enjoyment. It is true that I can- 
not see thee with my bodily eyes ; but I admire 
and bless thee. I love thee with ecstasies of 
affection, for thou art my Lord, and I am thy 
servant. I feel thy influence, and I believe 
thy excellencies, so that I can rejoice in thee 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Thou, 
O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art indeed 
' most high in the glory of God the Father ;' 
and to thee, therefore, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen.' — Dean Comber. 
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PART THE SECOND. 



Note XXIV Discouese IX Page 250. 

Extracts from KettlewelFs * Help and Eschar- 
tation to Worthy Communicating.' 



I. 

' Of communicating worthily^ as provided for 
in the Church Prayers.* 

' When we come to the holy communion, we 
are called to remember Christ, particularly in 
his death, to seal the new covenant with God, 
and to ratify a league of friendship with our 
brethren, and of charity with all men. We may 
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do well, therefore, to express ourselves joyfully 
and affectionately thankful for the love of our 
Redeemer ; to resign up ourselves, both souls 
and bodies, to his service ; to repent of all our 
sins, making him faithful and unfeigned pro- 
mises of our amendment of the same, and to 
shew ourselves in peace and perfect charity with 
all persons. By these things, we shall duly an- 
swer the ends of this feast ; and in them lies 
the great worthiness of our carriage at it. And 
this our Church has sufficiently intimated to us 
in her public catechism, when, in return to that 
question, * What is required of them who come 
to the Lord's Supper?' it gives this an- 
swer: ^ To repent them truly of their former 
sins, stedfastly purposing to lead a new life ; to 
have a lively faith in God's mercy through 
Christ ;' (which is thoroughly exercised from 
the beginning to the end of this holy sacrament,) 
* to have a thankful remembrance of his death, 
and to be in charity with all men.' 

When we come, therefore, to the holy sacra- 
ment, while the minister himself is communi- 
cating, or while others are receiving, we may 
lay out ourselves on these things, and spend the 
time in the exercise of these duties; acting 
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them over in devout prayers and holy medita- 
tions by ourselves. Or if we are not able of 
ourselves, but need help for the purpose, let us 
carefully digest the prayers which the Commu- 
nion Office contains. For in them we have an 
exercise of all these heavenly graces and virtues ; 
and they excellently provide for our needs in 
this case ; so that we may duly express these 
holy tempers and affections, if we are careful to 
join fervently with the minister in all the parts 
of the Communion Service. And because it 
may be of use to some, to see how all these duties 
are exercised in it, that so, being aware of it, 
they may particularly design them when they 
come to it ; I will shew it of them all particu- 
larly. 

1. It leads us to an (affectionate thankfulness 
and joyful praise^ the first great qualification, 
in a strain which truly to me is most transport- 
ing. For thus it helps us to give thanks before 
receiving : * It is very meet, right, and our 
bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
holy Father, Almighty, everlasting God. There- 
fore with angels, and archangels, and all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
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glorious name, evermore praising thee, and say- 
ing, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God of hosts, hea- 
ven and earth are full of thy glory. Glory be 
to thee, O Lord most high.** 

And thus, again, after it : 

* Glory be to God on high, and in earth 
peace, goodwill towards men. We praise thee, 
we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, Gt)d the Father 
Almighty. 

* O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesu Christ ; 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, receive 
our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

* For thou only art holy ; thou only art the 
Lord ; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy 
Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the 
Father.' 

All which are words expressing joyful praise 
and affectionate thankfulness, so meltingly, that 
better, I believe, have not yet been thought of. 

R 
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2. It leads us also to resign ourselceSj botb 
souls and bodies, to his service, in the prayer 
immediately after receiving, in these words : 

*• And here we offer and present unto thee, O 
liOrd, ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee ; 
humbly beseeching thee, that all we, whp are 
partakers of this holy communion, may be ful* 
filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction.'* 

3. It leads us to profess an humble and heartj 
repentance of all our sinsj and to make Groid 
our faithful promises of a new obedience^ in the 
invitation to communicate, and in the confesaion 
of sins before receiving, in these words : 

' Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you 
of your sins, and are in love and charity with 
your neighbours, and intend to lead a new Vd% 
following the commandments of God, and walk- 
ing from henceforth in his holy ways; dr»v 
near with faith, and take this holy sacrament to 
your comfort ; and make your humble coofea- 
sion to Almighty Grod, meekly kneeliqg uppp 
your knees.' . ,.. 

' Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all iqen ; 
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold ,ms 
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and wickedness, which we, from time to time, 
moM: grievoasly have committed, by thought, 
wordy and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indigna- 
tion Against us. We do earnestly repent, and 
are heartily mrry for these our misdoings ; the 
tefmembrance of them is grievous unto us ; the 
burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy 
upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father ; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's 
sake, forgive us all that is past ; and grant that 
we may ever hereafter serve and please thee, in 
newness of life, to the honour and glory of 
thy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 

4. And lastly, it leads us to cultivate peace 
and tharity with all men, when, in the exhorta- 
tion before receiving, it tells us we must be * in 
perfect charity with aU men ;' and in the invi- 
tation, calls such as ' are in love and charity 
with their neighbours.' Let our hearts strike 
in with these words, and let us earnestly profess, 
that we at present are, and, through divine 
grace, are fully resolved at all times afterwards 
so to be. 

Thus doth the Church itself, in our public 
service, go before us, and lead us on in these 
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great duties of joyful praise and thankfulness; 
of resignation ufoursdvtps ; of re)>eatance, and 
stedfast purposes and promises of obedience; 
and of charity to all persons, which, as the sure 
signs of a true and lively faith, are to render us 
welcome guests, and worthy communicants, 
Nay, it doth not only call us to, and bear us 
company in, these chief duties, wherein above 
all consists a receiver's worthiness, but in almost 
all others also ; so that scarcely any duty is re- 
quired of us at this feast, but, if our hearts go 
along with the office, it puts the same in act, 
and makes a place for it. 

It exercises our humble sense of our own tm- 
warthiness, in the devout address before the 
prayer of consecration, in these words : ' We 
do not presume to come to this thy table, 
merciful Lord, trusting in our righteousness, 
but in tliy manifold and great mercies- We are 
not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy table,' And so again, in the prayer 
after receiving, in these : ' Though we be un- 
worthy, through our manifold sins, to ofter unto 
thee any sacrifice, yet we humbly beseech thee 
to accept this our bounden duty and service; 
not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offences, through Jesus Christ our Lord.' 
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^t exercises our hatred- and abhorrence of 
our sins, as having caused Christ's sufferings, 
in the confession of repentance, in these words : 
' The remembrance of our misdoings is grievous 
unto us, the burden of them is intolerable.' 

And it exercises our love, and reverence, and 
honour to Christ, either in words thai express 
it, or in things that imply it, being real proofs 
and effects thereof, in every thing that is done 
through the whole service.' 



^^^y 



^TOTION'AL EXERCISES BEFORE 
THE SACKAMENT. 



' A Prayer before tke Sacrament.'' 



' Father of mercies, who hast once given 
thy Son to die for me, and art now ready to 
give him to me again, to be my spiritual food 
and sustenance in this holy sacrament, I humbly 
adore, but am utterly at a loss when I would 
duly prize, so invaluable a mercy. What am 
S3 
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I, poor wretched creature, that I should sit 
down to eat with my blessed Lord, when the 
glorious angels do at a distance adore, and pay 
him homage ? Why should I be called to 
feed upon his sacred body and blood, when my 
sins had a hand in all the miseries which he suf- 
fered ; so that I deserve to be ranked among 
his murderers, who were guilty of that dreadful 
deed, which nothing but the blood they shed 
could ever expiate ? But since it is thy glorious 
excellency, O blessed Jesu ! to love those that 
hate thee, and accordingly to call to this heavenly 
feast so unworthy a wretch as I am ; I am 
ready to come at thy command, but would fain 
come worthily, and leave all my sins behind 
me, seeing it is no feast for them. O ! I loath 
them, and do abhor myself for having com- 
mitted them; and I humbly intreat my hea- 
venly Father, that, for thy sake, he would freely 
forgive me what is past, and rid me of them for 
the time to come. Slay them, good Lord, for 
they have slain thee, and will slay me too in 
* if they are suffered to reign in me. Meet 
heavenly banquet, with a full pardon 
oSences, and with a perfect cure of 
firmities and spiritual distempers, 
f be cleansed by thy blood, and 
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quickened by thy Spirit, and assured of that 
eternal life, which, for thy sake, God hath pro- 
mised to all his elect ones. 

All this thou art ready to do for me, O holy 
Jesu, if I come worthily. And therefore my 
humble request is, that thou wouldest assist me 
acceptably to perform the duties of this hea- 
venly feast ; that ao I may enjoy all the bless- 
ings of it, and may feel it a communion of thy 
very body and blood. I would gladly remem- 
ber thy dying love with an heart that is full 
of thanks; quite weary of my sins; most 
desirous of thy grace; and thoroughly pre- 
pared to seal a lasting covenant of repentance 
towards God, and of reconciliation with all my 
neighbours. All this I desire to do, and to do 
it fervently. But, alas ! I cannot do it as I 
ought, unless thou, O blessed Saviour, wilt 
graciously come and help me. My apprehen- 
sions of this amazing love are very low ; O do 
thou exalt them. My heart is still insensible 
of what thou hast done and suffered for me, 
and my affections are dull and heavy ; O do 
thou quicken and inflame them. Make me to 
love thee, as much as it is possible for my heart 
to love any ; to desire thy grace as highly as I 
need it; to set against every sin as irrecon- 
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cileably, as there is just cause for the same, both 
for thy sake, and for mine own ; and to love all 
my brethren, as I am beloved by thee ; that so 
I may be fit to receive the abundant communi- 
cations of thy grace in the approaching sacra- 
ment I earnestly ask, and humbly hope for 
all this, O good God, only because I infinitely 
need it ; and because thy grace is infinite, which 
will not sufier thee to see the necessities of thy 
poor servants unsupplied ; and because, unwor- 
thy as I am, I am still the purchase of thy Son's 
most precious blood. O ! then do not despise 
me, but look upon me, for thine own mercies'", 
and for thy dear Son's sake ; in whose holy name 
and words I further pray, as he hath taught 
me, saying, 

* *' Our Father, which art in heaven,**' ' &c. 



* A Prayer and Thanksgiving after the Sacra- 

ment-'' 

* I thank thee, most entirely, O my God, for 
calling me this day to thine own table, to show 
me how thine ohly Son freely died in my stead ; 
and to assure me that now, for his sake, thou 
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art fully reconciled, and that thou wilt live in 
me by thy grace now at present, and wilt raise 
me up to be eternally happy with thyself at last : 
of all which thou hast given me the surest 
pledges, in his most precious body and blood. 
What can I render unto thee, holy Father, or 
to thee, my dearest Saviour, for so incompre* 
hensible a benefit ? I admire thy marvellous 
love, and magnify it above all things. Thy 
praise shall ever be in my mouth, and I will 
tell out thy wondrous works with gladness. 
And may all hearts adore, and may every tongue 
confess, that thou, holy Jesus, art the Saviour 
of the world, and the everlasting Son of the 
Father, whom heaven and earth must honour, 
and call blessed for evermore. 

^ Pardon, O good God, the coldness and dul- 
ness of my heart, in receiving so inestimable a 
treasure. And fill me with desires some way 
suitable to my needs, and to the richness 
of thy mercies; that whensoever this cup of 
blessings shall again overflow, my heart may 
run over with joy and thankfulness also. Let 
me never forget the love which I have re- 
ceived ; the peace which I have sealed ; and 
the promises of new life which I have made 
this day : but as thy grace has helped me 
to them, so keep in me a lively sense of then™ 
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and cDsUe me alwmys to fulfil tlie same to 
mj life's encL Now that tboa hast pren 
me the blood of expiatkm, to diow me that 
we are friends, O neTcr let me be goattj of 
any dung to break that peace whidi is now so 
aolemnl J ratified between as. Now that I have 
rowed obedience to thy holy laws, to be hurailde^ 
chaste^ temperate, just, charitaUe, patient, de- 
rout, (here specify any graces parHeularbf 
vowed at the LoTiFs table,) and entirely re- 
signed to thy holy will and pleasure ; O let me 
not start back again from these holy promiaes 
for ever ! Now that I have received my blessed 
Lord, never sufler me to do any thing unworthy 
of him. Now that I am partaker <^ his body 
and blood, let his Holy Spirit abide with me, 
and then I shall be in safety under his heavenly 
guidance. My sins, which I have renounced, 
will return again, except he chase them away ; 
and my false heart, which now seems fixed for 
Crod, will revolt^ unless he establish it. O 
sweetest Saviour, let thy body be my food, thy 
strength my guard, thy Spirit my Ufe, and the 
sense of thy favour my greatest joy and com- 
fort. Go on graciously to accomplish what thou 
hast now becrun in me, and let me ever be secure 
and happy in thy custody. Be it even so, for 
*^^^t^ own sake, blessed Jesu !' 
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This^ alsOf may be said after the above. 

' Give thy grace, O holy Jesu ! to all the 
world ; and let all who were redeemed by thy 
blood, acknowledge thee to be the Lord, and 
become thy worshippers and faithful servants. 
Make all Christians conscientious practisers of 
that holiness which they profess. And, above 
all, inspire them with uniting principles and 
charitable hearts, that by their loving one ano- 
ther, as thou hast loved them, all the world 
may know that they are thy disciples. Let all 
governors rule with wisdom and justice, and all 
subjects obey with love and cheerfulness. Let 
the priests of the Lord be exemplary in their 
lives, and discreet and diligent in their labours, 
having a most compassionate love for souls. 
And let the people be humble and towardly, 
most desirous to hearken to, and fully bent to 
follow, wise instructions. Be an help at hand to 
all that need, and are afflicted. Send supplies 
to all that are in want, and enable them con*- 
tentedly to depend upon thee. Raise friends to 
the widow and fatherless ; to the prisoners and 
captives ; and to all who groan under oppres- 
sors, and are thrown upon thy mercy. Give 
repentance, patience, and resignation, to all who 
are sick, and ease when thou seest it convenient 
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for them. Be a Comforter to all with troubled 
consciences, helping them to a ready obedience, 
and enlightening their minds about all causdess 
scruples, that they may not fear where no fear 
IS. Succour all those that are tempted, with 
such a measure of thy grace, as may enable them 
to stand in all their trials. Think particularly 
on all my dear friends, and on all my relations 
in the flesh ; forgive my enemies, persecutors, 
and slanderers, and turn their hearts ; and have 
mercy upon all meni Teach us all to desire 
what thou approvest, and then grant us what- 
soever is desired. Prevent us in all our actions ; 
guard us against all dangers; relieve us in 
all straits ; and grant that we may always make 
thee our stay and confidence, and take all things 
well which thou orderest for us. Support us 
in all our sorrows ; subdue all our sins ; and fit 
us for that eternal kingdom which thou hast 
prepared for us, for Jesus' sake, in whose h(Aj 
name and words, I further pray unto thee, 
saying, 

* " Our Father," &c.' 
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